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W H A T IS THIS 
BOOKLET ABOUT?

This booklet is about the environm ent 
o f  the area show n on the centre pages. 
That area is the land w hich drains 
to the River Avon. It includes m ost 
o f  W arwickshire, and significant 
areas o f  H ereford and Worcester, 
G loucestershire and small parts o f  
O xfordshire, Leicestershire 
and N ortham ptonshire.

It is a sum m ary o f  a Consultation 
Report that the Environment Agency 
has produced. That report gives 
m ore inform ation about the 
Environm ent Agency’s thoughts 
on  the environm ental problem s and 
opportun ities in the area (the issues) 
and the Agency’s draft action plan to 
tackle them . It also contains som e 
useful background inform ation about 
the activities o f  the area and the 
cu rren t state o f  the environm ent.
If, after reading this booklet, you w ant 
a copy o f  that report please ask using 
the contact details adjacent.

•  •

WHY SHOULD YOU READ IT? •  • • • • • • • •
The Environment Agency wants to hear your views on the issues facing the 
environment o f the area and what you think should be done about them. 
Telling us your views will enable you to contribute to environmental protection 
and improvement and influence what the Environment Agency and other 
managers o f the environment do. We will be pleased to receive any comments 
you wish to make but in particular we are very keen to know:

•  Whether there are problems or opportunities that you know of but which we have not included.

•  How important you believe the issues are.

•  What you believe should be done about them, and especially what you think of our proposals.

•  Whether you can help tackle any of the issues.

HOW CAN YOU MAKE YOUR VIEWS KNOWN?

You can contact us in whatever way is best for you. So you can:
•  use the quick questionnaire and freepost envelope included at the 

back o f  this booklet
•  w rite to us using the freepost envelope
•  telephone us on 01684 850951
•  fax us on 01684 293599
•  e-mail us on: alex.minshull@environment-agency.gov.uk

Please address all comments to Alex Minshull, LEAP Co-ordinator and ensure 
that we receive them by 31st May 1998.

W HAT WILL THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY '  
DO W ITH YOUR COMMENTS?

The Environment Agency will use your comments to help develop an Action 
Plan to protect and improve the environment o f the area If you wish we will 
reply to you on your specific comments, letting you know' how they have 
influenced the action plan. All comments will be treated as public information 
unless you request otherwise

If you want more copies o f this booklet or the Consultation Report for friends, 
colleagues or other organisations which you think would be interested, please let 
us know and we will be pleased to send them free of charge, either to you or 
direct to them.

COPYRIGHT WAIVER

This booklet is intended to be used widely and may be quoted, copied or 
reproduced, provided that the extracts are not quoted out o f context and that 
due acknowledgement is given to the Environment Agency

Your  v i e w s  c o u n t .  P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t he  quick  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and  post  it to  us free.

mailto:alex.minshull@environment-agency.gov.uk


E n v ir o n m e n t  A g e n c y

NATIONAL LIBRARY & 
INFORMATION SERVICE

The Environment Agency is a public 
body with duties and responsibilities 
to ensure a better environment for 
present and future generations. We are 
aware that achieving this aim is a 
challenging task which will involve 
both long and short term planning 
and the careful balancing of priorities 
and wise use of resources. The task 
will be made much simpler with the 
support and commitment of everyone 
who uses or manages the environment.

To help us achieve our aim, we are 
developing Local Environment Agency 
Plans (LEAPs) for every part of England 
and Wales. This is the summary of 
our draft plan for the Warwickshire 
Avon area. It sets out what we think 
are the environmental problems 
and opportunities which face the 
Avon area, and our proposals for 
tackling them.

We have published the draft plan as part of our commitment to work openly and to consult others 
about our work. We recognise that we do not have a monopoly of wisdom and we hope and trust 
that you will tell us your views on the issues that you feel are most important and suggest ideas 
for action. We will then develop a five year Action Plan which will be published in November 1998.

Through this planning process, we intend to develop new and existing partnerships with local 
government, business, interested groups and the community, to help tackle the environmental 
issues identified.

I look forward to receiving your comments which will help us to tackle the right issues, in the 
right way, to protect and improve the special environment o f the Avon area.

Bill Forbes, Area Manager

Your v iews  count .  Please  comple t e  the  quick que s t i o n n a i r e  and pos t  i t  to  us  free.



I

THE AVON CATCHM ENT

The Avon catchm ent occupies 
som e 2 ,900  square kilometres o f 
central England. It includes most 
o f  W arwickshire, and significant 
areas o f  H ereford and Worcester, 
G loucestershire and small parts o f 
O xfordshire, Leicestershire and 
N ortham ptonshire. This plan is for 
the catchm ent area o f  the River Avon, 
but it addresses a broad range o f 
environm ental issues relating to air, 
land and water.

The River Avon is a m ajor tributary 
o f  the River Severn. The Avon rises 
near Naseby, on  the N ortham ptonshire 
and Leicestershire borders.
From  there it flows south west 
fo rm ing  an im portan t part o f  the 
landscape character o f  Rugby, Warwick, 
Stratford-upon-A von, Evesham and

finally Tewkesbury, where it joins 
the Severn, after a journey of 179km. 
The major tributaries o f the River 
Avon are the rivers Leam and Arrow; 
and im portant smaller tributaries are 
the rivers Sowe, Stour, Isbourne and 
Dene and the Badsey and Bow brooks.

ITS PEOPLE AND LAND USES

The City o f Coventry is by far the 
largest settlement in the catchment 
and is hom e to approximately one 
third o f the catchment’s 900,000 
people. A further third o f the people 
also live in the upper, eastern parts of 
the catchment, mainly in Rugby, 
Leamington and Warwick.

The western parts of the catchment 
are more rural with the main 
settlements being the towns 
o f Stratford upon-Avon, Evesham, 
Redditch and Tew kesbury

There has been a rapid growth in 
the population of the catchment 
contributed to by migration from 
the metropolitan area of the West 
Midlands. Increasing employment 
opportunities, particularly in 
light manufacturing, services and 
distribution has compensated for 
the decline o f traditional 
manufacturing industries, although 
there are still important sectors 
such as the motor manufacturers 
around Coventry.

The catchment is criss-crossed by major roads and key rail links which serve its 
population and also link Britain’s two largest centres of population -  London 
and the West Midlands. These include the M l, MS, M6. M40 and M42 and the 
West Coast Mainline Railway.

Despite the large population and dynamic industrial economy, agriculture is 
still an important part o f the economy and occupies 90% o f the land.
The main farming activities in the catchment are crop growing, especially 
wheat, and grazing dairy and beef cattle It includes the Vale of Evesham, 
which is perhaps one o f England’s most famous fruit and vegetable 
growing areas.

Your  v i e w s  c o u n t .  P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t he  quick  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and  pos t  it to us free.
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PREVENTING AND 
CONTROLLING POLLUTION

The large population and thriving 
industry of the area produces waste 
which must be managed to protect 
human health and the environment. 
To help do this, there are 86 licensed 
waste management facilities in the 
catchment, including landfill sites, 
incinerators, waste transfer stations 
and metal recycling facilities.

The rivers o f the catchment play a 
vital role in the disposal o f sewage 
from the catchment’s inhabitants and 
waste water from industry. There are 
26 main sewage treatment works 
which release over 300 million 
litres of treated water into the rivers 
each day.There are also 1300 other 
small sewage treatment works and 
private sewage systems which the 
Environment Agency also regulates.

In addition to the Environment 
Agency’s role, local authorities play 
an important part in preventing and 
controlling pollution, for example, 
air pollution from industry and traffic, 
and noise pollution.

MANAGING WATER

There are substantial demands for 
water in the catchment, to meet the 
needs of people in their homes, 
in industry and agriculture, and to 
support navigation on the canals and 
rivers. Approximately 240 million 
litres of water are used for public 
water supplies each day. Over 40% 
o f this is imported to the catchment 
from the River Severn and the Elan 
Valley Reservoirs in Mid-Wales.
The main local supplies come from; 
groundwater stored in sandstone in 
the Coventry, Kenilworth and Redditch 
areas, and from the River Avon.

< •• •
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in the southeastern parts o f the 
catchment, limestone also provides 
important local supplies.
Agricultural supplies mainly come 
from the rivers and streams in the 
lower parts o f the catchment.

River flows have been managed 
for centuries to provide navigable 
waterways, to exploit hydropower 
and to protect people and property 
from flooding. There are numerous 
weirs on the River Avon which 
control water levels in much o f the 
river enabling it to be used for 
recreational boating. Mills were once 
very common and there remain many 
small weirs and sluices on tributary 
rivers. Flood alleviation schemes have 
been constructed throughout the area 
to help the natural floodplain 
accommodate high river flows and 
floods, protecting towns from flooding.

ur v iews  coun t .  Pi ease  comp le t e  the quick qu es t i on na i r e  and  pos t  i t  to us free.

In 1995/6 approximately 1.3 million 
tonnes of waste was disposed of in the 
local authority areas which cover 
most of the Avon catchment, o f which 
nearly half was household waste.
There are many local initiatives to help 
reduce the amount of waste produced, 
encourage re-use and recycling and 
promote energy recovery from waste 
by incineration.

The industrial processes with the 
greatest potential to cause harm to 
the environment are regulated by 
the Environment Agency. There are 
17 such processes in the catchment 
including cement manufacture, 
at Rugby and Southam, and incineration 
in Coventry and Redditch.



MANAGING WATER (cont.)

The rivers, canals and lakes are a popular recreational 
resource, m eeting the needs o f the people w ho live in the 
catchm ent and many of the residents of adjoining towns 
and cities. Boating is perhaps the most visible use of 
the River Avon between Tewkesbury and Alveston, 
near Stratford-upon-Avon, and on the canals. The use 
o f  the river for navigation is important in shaping the 
character o f  the Avon. Most British coarse fish can be found

in the catchm ent and the River Avon 
is a very popular coarse fishing river, 
w hich is used as a venue for 
international matches. Wild brown 
trout occur in several of the smaller 
rivers, such as the Alne, Bow Brook, 
Isbourne and Stour. There are also 
many opportunities for attractive 
riverside walks w ith  new routes 
being developed. These recreational 
uses o f  the river can sometimes come 
in to  conflict w ith  each other, or with 
o ther activities, and with the 
increasing dem ands for recreational 
opportunities, managing these 
interests in harm ony offers a challenge 
for all concerned.

The broad valley o f  the Avon dominates 
the landscape character o f m uch o f the 
area, w ith  its flood plain meadows, 
rich historical associations and riverside 
towns such as Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Evesham and Tewkesbury. Heading 
east the vale is replaced by the dense 
hedgerow s and trees of the Forest 
o f  Arden w hich  gives way to the 
rolling pastures o f  Leicestershire. 
People’s long use o f  the Avon 
catchm ent has resulted in a rich 
heritage, varying from  pre-historic 
settlem ent rem ains, through medieval 
hedgerow s to the weirs and sluices 
built in the last few centuries.

The catchm ent has a high value for 
wildlife, and this has been recognised 
by the designation o f  89 nationally 
im portant sites and hundreds o f 
locally im portant nature reserves. 
M uch o f  the w ildlife value o f the 
catchm ent is dependant on rivers and 
wetlands w hich have a diverse bird, 
plant and insect life.

However, there are also areas of 
poor wildlife habitat, where urban 
development, wetland drainage, 
changing agricultural practices and 
river engineering works have damaged 
habitats. As well as protecting the 
areas of high value, enhancing these 
degraded areas offers challenges for 
the future.

* -
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

The Environment Agency has identified 3 7 environmental 
issues in the area which relate to its responsibilities. An issue 
is a problem that needs tackling or an opportunity that 
should be realised. They are grouped in nine main themes:

•  Managing waste
•  Improving air quality and regulating major industries
•  Managing our water resources
•  Delivering integrated river-basin management
•  Conserving the land
•  Managing our freshwater fisheries
•  Enhancing biodiversity
•  Managing the environment in partnership
•  Addressing climate change

For each issue the text very briefly describes the problem 
or opportunity and the Agency’s proposals. If you want more 
information about the issues please ask us for a copy o f the 
Consultation Report.

Y our  v i e w s  c o u n t .  P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t h e  quick  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and pos t  i t  to us free.



THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY'S 
OBJECTIVES FOR THE 
WARWICKSHIRE AVON

The Environment Agency’s principal 
aim is to work with local government, 
businesses and the local community to 
contribute to achieving sustainable 
development o f the Avon area.
The term sustainable development 
means change or development that 
meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their 
own needs. These needs include our 
economic, social and environmental 
needs. Achieving sustainable 
development is a task for the whole 
of society with each part working 
in balance to meet these needs.
The Environment Agency’s contribution 
to sustainable development is to work 
to provide a better environment in 
the Avon area.

A better environment means 
different things to different people. 
The Environment Agency has developed 
the following set of objectives to 
clearly focus its efforts on what it 
means by a better environment in the 
Avon area and what it is trying to 
achieve. They relate to the Agency’s 
national objectives, and to the powers 
and duties that it has been given 
by Government. To achieve a better 
environment in the Avon area the 
Environment Agency will work 
with others:

•  To achieve major and continuous 
improvements in the quality of air. 
land and water.

•  To encourage the conservation of 
natural resources, animals and plants.

•  To make the most of pollution control 
and river-basin management.

•  To provide effective defence and warning 
systems to protect people and property 
againstflooding from rivers.

•  To reduce the amount of waste by encouraging 
people to re-use and recycle their waste.

•  To improve standards of waste disposal.

•  To manage water resources to achieve 
the proper balance between the country’s 
needs and the environment.

•  To work with other organisations 
to reclaim contaminated land.

•  To improve and develop salmon 
and freshwater fisheries.

•  To conserve and improve river navigation.

•  To tell people about environmental issues 
by educating and informing.

•  To set priorities and work out solutions 
that society can afford.

WE WILL DO THIS BY:

•  Being open and consulting others 
about our work;

•  Basing our decisions around sound 
science and research;

•  Valuing and developing our employees; and

•  Being efficient and businesslike in all we do.

Actions to tackle each issue in this 
plan contribute to the achievement 
of one or more o f these objectives. 
Some of these objectives complement 
each other, whilst others may 
require a degree o f compromise. 
Achieving sustainable development 
o f the Avon area requires long term 
planning, careful balancing of 
priorities and the commitment of 
everyone who uses or manages 
the environment.

Your views count. Please complete the quick questionnaire and post it to us free.



M anaging W aste 
i s s u e  1

MAKING WASTE WORK 
IN TH E AVON AREA

In 1995 the Governm ent issued a 
w h ite  paper entitled ‘Making Waste 
W ork a Strategy for Sustainable Waste 
M anagem ent in England and Wales’.
It set targets to encourage sustainable 
waste m anagem ent for example; 
to  reduce waste disposal to landfills, 
to  increase waste recycling and 
encourage recovery o f  energy from  
waste. The Environm ent Agency is 
p roposing  to work w ith industry, 
local authorities and householders 
to  im plem ent the strategy.

ISSUE 2
W ASTE MINIMISATION

The m ost environm entally sustainable 
op tion  for waste m anagem ent is 
to  m inim ise the am ount o f  waste 
produced . W hilst obviously benefiting 
the environm ent, waste m inim isation 
can help businesses save m oney and 
becom e m ore profitable. There are 
several initiatives to encourage waste 
m inim isation in industry and the 
Environm ent Agency is proposing 
to  w ork w ith  local authorities and 
business groups to  expand 
these initiatives.

W ASTE PRODUCTION SURVEY

Targets for waste management in 
England and Wales have been set 
by Government (see Issue 1).
Additional information is needed to 
measure progress towards those targets. 
The Environment Agency is proposing 
to undertake a national waste 
production survey to gather information 
on the types and quantities o f waste 
being produced in the industrial and 
commercial sectors, and its destination.

.K r:

ISSUE 4

DISPOSAL OF WASTES AT 
SITES EXEMPT FROM WASTE 
MANAGEMENT LICENSING

The keeping, treatment or disposal 
of waste usually requires a Waste 
Management Licence from the 
Environment Agency, but in certain 
circumstances a licence may not be 
needed, although the Agency still 
regulates these activities There has 
been a rapid increase in the number 
of sites exempt from licensing 
since 1996, when a tax on waste 
disposed of at licensed landfill 
sites was imposed The Agency is 
concerned about the potential 
effects o f  this on the environment 
and the extra workload required 
to regulate the many small sites

ISSUE 5
THE EFFECTS OF INCINERATION 
OF RADIOACTIVE MEDICAL 
WASTE AT MEDICAL ENERGY'S 
INCINERATOR, REDDITCH

The incinerator at Medical Energy, 
Redditch, is authorised by the 
Environment Agency for the disposal 
of clinical waste, some of which 
contains low level radiation from 
hospital treatments When the Agency 
gave permission for the incinerator, 
an assessment was made o f the 
radioactivity o f the ash from the 
incinerator This assessment predicted 
that the radioactivity of this ash is 
below the level which requires it to 
be disposed of at a site suitable for 
receiving radioactive waste. The Agency 
is proposing additional monitoring to 
confirm those predictions.

•  •  •  •  •

Your  v i e w s  c o u n t .  P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t h e  quick q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and post  it  to us free.



ISSUE 6

MONITORING AIR QUALITY 
AROUND RUGBY CEMENT, 
SOUTHAM WORKS
At their Southam works, Rugby 
Cement burn a fuel known as Dycal, 
which is a liquid waste arising from 
the manufacture o f Nylon. To obtain 
the Environment Agency’s permission 
to burn Dycal, Rugby Cement had to 
demonstrate by trials that it would 
have no detrimental effect on the 
environment. These trials indicated 
a reduction in emissions to the 
environment compared with the 
conventional fuels. The Agency is 
proposing to undertake air quality 
monitoring around the works to 
confirm that air quality standards 
are not breached.

»
ml

ISSUE 7
RUGBY CEMENT WORKS, RUGBY
Partly to help improve the 
environmental performance o f their 
cement manufacture, Rugby Cement 
are building a new cement works 
at Rugby to replace their existing 
works at Rugby, Southam and Chinnor

in Oxfordshire. To obtain the Environment Agency’s 
permission to operate the new plant, Rugby Cement has 
to demonstrate that the relevant standards for air quality 
will not be breached. This is being done using com puter 
predictions. The Agency is proposing to work w ith Rugby 
Cement and Rugby Borough Council to undertake air 
quality monitoring around the works to ensure that air 
quality standards are not breached.

Your views count .  Plea se  comple t e  the  quick ques t i onn a i r e  and  po s t  i t  to us free.



M aking Waste W ork in the Avon area

Waste minimisation

Waste production survey.

Disposal of wastes at sites exempt 
from  waste m anagem ent licensing

Th e  effects of incineration of radioactive 
medical waste at Medical Energy's 
Incinerator, Redditch.

M o nito ring  air quality around 
Rugby Cem ent, Southam Works

Rugby Cement Works, Rugby.

Th e  dem and for 
public w ater supply.

Th e  w ater dem and of canals,

Th e  agricultural dem and for water.

Over-abstraction of the Badsey Brook.

Low  flows in the Bow Brook.

Th e  d ryin g  out of w ater dependent 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest.

Failure to  com ply w ith long term 
River Q uality Objectives.

Reviewing River Quality Objectives.

Th e  potential for consented discharges to 
cause failures of River Quality Objectives.
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En v ir o n m e n t  
Ag e n c y

Managing floodplains.

ISSUE 33
Enhancing biodiversity.

ISSUE 34
The protection and 
improvement of trout, 
coarse fish and eel stocks.

Illegal angling.

ISSUE 36
Managing environmental 
information.

ISSUE 37
Promoting environmental 
awareness and understanding.

rrnuenrnTT
Consultation Report or Sum m ary please contact: 
Local Environm ent Agency Plan C o-ordinato r at: 

ne,Tewkesbury, Glos, GL20 8JG Tel: 01684 850951

The effects of nutrients 
on the Avon catchment.

ISSUE 18
Protection of water intended 
for drinking water supply.

ISSUE 19
Surface water pollution 
from industrial sites.

Foaming at weirs 
in the lower Avon.

ISSUE 21
First time rural sewerage.

ISSUE 2 2
The effects of Coventry on the 
River Sowe and River Avon.

ISSUE 23
Flood alleviation on Main Rivers-



M anaging o u r  
W ater Resources

TH E DEM AND FOR 
PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY

M eeting the dem and for public water 
supplies has led to falling groundw ater 
levels causing low  flow problem s 
and in  som e cases total drying up o f 
adjacent rivers and streams. Two areas 
are seriously affected: the River 
Sherbourne  near Coventry, and the 
u p p e r Bow Brook catchm ent near 
R edditch . The Agency is w orking w ith 
Severn Trent W ater to reduce the 
a m o u n t o f  w ater they take from  these 
areas and  to  pum p som e o f  this water 
in to  the rivers during  dry periods.

ISSUE 9

TH E W ATER DEMAND 
OF CANALS

T here are several canals in the 
ca tchm ent, providing a valuable 
recreational and com m ercial asset. 
However, the use o f  w ater in the canals 
is leading to low  flows in  rivers and 
stream s, especially in the upper Avon 
ca tchm ent. The Environm ent Agency is 
p roposing  work w ith  British Waterways 
to  im prove know ledge o f  the resources 
and  to  take practical action to reduce 
pressure  on  w ater resources.

ISSUE 10
THE AGRICULTURAL 
DEMAND FOR WATER

There has been an increasing demand 
for water for agricultural irrigation. 
However there has been no increase 
in the am ount o f water in the 
environment, indeed the last few 
years have been amongst the driest 
on record. The Environment Agency 
is proposing to develop its work with 
farmers to make more efficient use of 
waterand reduce the amount of water 
they take in summer.

ISSUE 11
OVER-ABSTRACTION OF 
THE BADSEY BROOK

The Badsey Brook flows through the 
Vale o f Evesham, where its water is 
used to irrigate vegetables. This leads 
to very low flows, w ith effects on the 
ecology o f the Brook, and can also 
cause water quality problems.
The Environment Agency is 
investigating measures to enable 
farmers to make more efficient use of 
water, to reduce the amount of water 
used and to im port water to the area.

ISSUE 1 2

LOW FLOWS IN THE

The Bow Brook, south west of 
Redditch, is an important area for 
wildlife and fish. However, the flow 
in the brook is lower than it should 
be. This is due to; the use of water 
for public water supplies and 
agricultural irrigation, and the 
development of Redditch which 
has reduced the amount of water 
seeping into the ground and 
therefore flowing into the brook in 
dry weather. The Environment 
Agency is proposing to work with 
Severn Trent Water, the Farming and 
Wildlife Advisory Group, local 
farmers, and Redditch Borough 
Council to tackle these causes.

THE DRYING OUT OF WATER 
DEPENDENT SITES OF 
SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST

Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
are nature conservation areas 
identified by English Nature as 
being of national importance.

Several water dependent ones, 
for example Hewell Grange and Bittell 
Reservoirs, are suffering from low 
water levels, affecting their nature 
conservation value. The Environment 
Agency is working to identify the 
causes o f low water levels and is 
proposing to work with English 
Nature and water users to tackle 
the causes where possible.

Your  v i e w s  c o u n t .  P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t h e  qu ick  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and  post  i t  to us free.



Delivering Integrated 
River-Basin Management

issue 14
FAILURE TO COMPLY 
WITH LONG TERM RIVER 
QUALITY OBJECTIVES

The Environment Agency has set 
quality targets for rivers and canals in 
England and Wales called River Quality 
Objectives. Achieving these objectives 
will help to sustain the use of rivers 
for recreation, fisheries and wildlife, 
and protect the interests o f water 
users In the Avon catchment there are 
34 stretches of river which were 
failing to comply with their long term 
objective in 1996 -  the most recent 
year of complete data when this 
report was being produced 
The Agency is working to address 
several of the underlying problems 
which have contributed to many of 
the failures and is proposing to tackle 
the specific causes of each failure

ISSUE I S

REVIEWING RIVER 
QUALITY OBJECTIVES

River Quality Objectives (see Issue 
14) were set for the Avon catchment 
some years ago. As part o f the 
Environment Agency’s aim to achieve 
major and continuous improvements 
in water quality, it is reviewing all 
River Quality Objectives for the 
catchment to ensure that they are 
still appropriate. This review does not 
necessarily mean that the Agency will 
change River Quality Objectives but 
the changing uses of rivers may 
mean that some need to be altered. 
This process has already started and 
will highlight where River Quality 
Objectives should be upgraded.
One such stretch is on the Rains 
Brook, near Kilsby, Rugby where the 
Agency is proposing to upgrade the 
objective and work with Severn Trent 
Water to ensure appropriate 
investment at Kilsby Sewage 
Treatment Works to ensure that the 
river meets that new objective.

ISSUE 1 6

THE POTENTIAL FOR 
CONSENTED DISCHARGES 
TO CAUSE FAILURES OF RIVER 
QUALITY OBJECTIVES

The Environment Agency controls all 
significant inputs of waste water into 
rivers under terms set out in Consents 
to Discharge. Some of these consents 
were set some years ago and do not 
reflect the standards we now expect 
and can prevent the achievement of 
River Quality Objectives (see Issue 14). 
The Agency is proposing to identify 
where improvements are required 
and work with dischargers to 
improve water quality and to 
ensure that objectives are met.

THE EFFECTS OF NUTRIENTS 
ON THE AVON CATCHMENT

In recent years there have been 
increasing concentrations of plant 
nutrients in rivers, lakes and 
groundwater in the catchment.
This has led to changes in river and 
lake ecology, pollution of groundwater 
supplies and blue-green algae blooms. 
The Environment Agency is undertaking 
an extensive research programme on 
nutrients in rivers in the catchment.
The Agency is proposing to use the 
findings of this research to help take 
further practical action. Severn Trent 
Water are installing phosphorus removal 
plants at their larger sewage treatment 
works, by the end of 1998. The Agency 
is working with farmers and land 
owners to tackle other aspects.

C Your v iews coun t .  P l ea se  comple t e  the quick  ques t i onn a i r e  and  pos t  i t  to us  free.



D elivering  In teg ra ted  
R iver-B asin  M anagem ent

ISSUE 18
PROTECTION OF WATER 
INTENDED FOR DRINKING 
W ATER  SUPPLY

Severn T rent W ater take w ater from 
rivers in  the upper catchm ent and 
after trea ting  it to m eet relevant 
standards use it for public supplies. 
The A gency is concerned that 
pestic ides from  agriculture and 
spillages from  road accidents may 
affect these  sources, preventing their 
use for public  supply. The Agency 
is p ro p o sin g  to work w ith  farmers 
and  the  em ergency services to 
reduce th is  threat.

ISSUE 19 ISSUE 20
SURFACE WATER FOAMING AT WEIRS 
POLLUTION FROM IN THE LOWER AVON 
INDUSTRIAL SITES „ . .Foaming is a normal feature at most
Industrial activities can contaminate weirs, caused by the mixing of air
water draining from factories, yards and water in the cascade. However,
and roadways. This water goes via it is particularly persistent at weirs on
drains to local streams, and can have the Avon, especially in the navigable
a significant impact on water quality reaches below Stratford-upon-Avon,
and wildlife. In addition to giving Both natural factors such as dry
pollution prevention advice to weather, and artificial factors such
operators, the Agency is proposing as domestic detergents probably
to work w ith developers and local contribute to the problem,
authorities to build new wetlands to which sees to have increased in the
help treat the water naturally before last 10 years. The Environment
it enters streams. Agency is proposing to undertake an

investigation with Coventry University 
into the causes o f foaming.

ISSUE 2 1

FIRST TIME RURAL SEWERAGE

Sewage pollution from inadequate sewerage systems is 
a problem in several rural communities in the Avon 
catchment. The sewage affects the water quality of 
streams, the value of wildlife habitats and the potential 
use of water for irrigation and agricultural purposes.
It can also threaten public water supplies drawn from 
groundwater. The Agency is proposing to work with local 
authorities and Severn Trent Water to tackle the most 
important areas.

Your  v i e w s  c o u n t .  P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t he  qui ck  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and post  i t  to us free.



ISSUE 22
THE EFFECTS OF COVENTRY 
ON THE RIVER SOWE AND 
RIVER AVON

The water quality in the River Sowe 
and the River Avon below their 
confluence at Stoneleigh is 
significantly affected by sewage and 
surface water drainage from Coventry. 
Severn Trent Water are redeveloping 
Finham Sewage Treatment Works to 
help improve sewage treatment and 
tackle some of these problems.
The Environment Agency is proposing 
further work with Severn Trent Water, 
the City of Coventry and Coventry 
University to investigate problems 
and propose solutions.

ISSUE 23
FLOOD ALLEVIATION 
ON MAIN RIVERS

Flooding is a natural occurrence which 
cannot be prevented and supports 
wildlife areas. However, where people 
have built in the floodplain, flooding 
damages property and causes 
disruption. The Environment Agency 
seeks to provide alleviation from flood 
risk from designated Main Rivers, 
where it is technically, economically 
and environmentally acceptable.
This involves maintaining channels and 
defences, increasing the capacity of the 
channel, and increasing the storage 
capacity of areas of the floodplain 
where flooding is acceptable.

Your

The rivers and streams not designated as Main Rivers are 
termed Ordinary Watercourses. Managing flooding on 
Ordinary Watercourses is the responsibility of land 
owners and local authorities. The Environment Agency is 
proposing to continue to encourage local authorities and 
land owners to manage Ordinary Watercourses to 
tackle existing flooding problems and prevent new 
ones developing.



ISSU E 26
M AINTAINING  A BALANCE 
IN TH E RIVER CORRIDOR

A river and the land associated 
w ith  it is term ed a river corridor. 
R iver corridors are used in many 
d ifferen t ways, for example; fishing, 
boating , attractive walking or picnic 
sites as well as a habitat for wildlife 
an d  as an essential part o f  the natural 
d rainage system. These roles may 
som etim es conflict w ith each other, 
and  have the potential to damage the 
value o f  the river corridor as a whole. 
T he Environm ent Agency is proposing 
to  w ork w ith local authorities, land 
o w n ers  and river users to ensure a 
balance in the river corridor.

ISSUE 27
RESTORING RIVER CORRIDORS

T he value o f  river corridors has been 
h ig h ligh ted  in Issue 26 and that issue 
includes proposals to help m aintain a 
healthy  balance. However, m any o f  our 
riv er corridors have been degraded 
over the past fifty o r sixty years, e.g. 
by river m anagem ent techniques, 
p o o r  agricultural practice or urban 
developm ent, and this balance has 
b een  lost. The Environm ent Agency is 
p roposing  to develop existing work 
w ith  local authorities and land ow ners 
to  address the problem s o f  degraded 
river corridors.

ACHIEVING A SUSTAINABLE USE OF THE 
CATCHMENT FOR RIVER NAVIGATION

The River Avon is an important navigation and is used for boating, canoeing, 
rowing and sailing. There is continued pressure to increase the navigation use 
of rivers in the Avon catchment, leading to more boat traffic, development of 
more facilities on the existing Avon navigation, and extensions to the navigation. 
The Agency is proposing to work with all river users, land owners and local 
authorities to develop a strategy to ensure that navigation continues to be an 
important use of the Avon and that this is balanced with other uses and 
the environment.

ISSUE 29
MANAGING SURFACE WATER DRAINAGE 
FROM DEVELOPED AREAS

Rainwater landing on developed areas needs to be carefully managed to 
prevent problems for the water environment, such as increased flooding, 
lower groundwater levels, contamination o f steams and effects on wildlife. 
The Agency is proposing to work with local authorities, highway authorities, 
developers, Severn Trent Water and landowners to help improve the 
management o f surface water by tackling the issues in a more integrated 
way and at a larger geographical scale.

Y our  v i e w s  c o u n t .  P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t he  qu i ck  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and post  i t  to us free. C



Conserving the Land 
ISSUE 30
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONTAMINATED 
LAND AND SPECIAL SITES REGULATIONS IN 
THE AVON CATCHMENT

There are new national regulations for the management of 
contaminated land The Environment Agency will work with 
local authorities to implement these and thereby improve 
the management of contaminated land in the catchment

ISSUE 3 1

THE EFFECTS OF HAWKESBURY TIP 
ON THE WYKEN SLOUGH BROOK

Hawkesbury Tip was used by Courtaulds and Jacksons to 
dispose of organic industrial wastes, but is no longer in use. 
Water coming from the tip is piped into the Wyken Slough 
Brook with the permission of the Environment Agency. 
However, the Agency is now concerned about the impacts 
of this and is proposing that drainage should be diverted to 
the foul sewer or work undertaken to improve the quality 
of the water entering the brook

MANAGING FLOODPLAINS

Floodplains o f rivers are an essential part o f the river 
system accommodating high flows and floods. 
Development in the floodplain has led to flooding o f 
that development and an increase in flooding o f property 
elsewhere. The Agency is proposing to continue working 
with local planning authorities to prevent development 
in floodplains and ensure that floodplains play their role 
in flood defence and nature conservation.

ISSUE 3 3

ENHANCING BIODIVERSITY

Protecting and enhancing the variety 
of plants and animals (biodiversity) 
is an important part o f nature 
conservation. Biodiversity Action Plans 
have been produced to tackle certain 
species, such as otters and water 
voles and habitats, such as wetlands. 
The Environment Agency is proposing 
to work with English Nature, 
local authorities, wildlife trusts and 
land owners to implement Biodiversity 
Action Plans.

y Your v iews count .  Please  comple t e  the quick q ue s t i on na i r e  and  pos t  i t  to us  f ree .



M anaging Fisheries 
ISSUE 34
TH E PROTECTION AND 
IM PROVEMENT OF TROUT, 
COARSE FISH AND EEL STOCKS

The Avon is a high class coarse fishery 
and  there  is concern about threats to 
it and suggestions that the fishery is 
declining. Particular concerns relate to 
b ro w n  trou t stocks, predators, barriers 
to  eel m igration , w ater quality and 
excessive weed grow th in the river. 
The Environm ent Agency is proposing 
to  co n tin u e  to address these concerns: 
th ro u g h  practical action, such as 
p red a to r control, installing fish passes 
and  habitat im provem ents; and by 
seeking European Com m unity 
designation  o f  trou t fisheries.

ILLEGAL ANGLING

There is legislation to control angling but there are 
problems o f illegal fishing in the catchment. There are two 
main problems: fishing for coarse fish outside the season, 
especially in the lower and mid Avon, and licence evasion 
especially in the Coventry area. The Agency is proposing 
practical actions to tackle these problems.

• y r r n i w  iurrn
M anaging  th e  E nvironm ent in  Partnership  
ISSUE 36
M A N A C IN C  ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION

The Environm ent Agency collects substantial am ounts of 
in fo rm atio n  about the state o f  the environm ent to help 
it m ake decisions such as w hether to grant permission 
for an activity and w hat lim its to set on that activity.
The Environm ent Agency is proposing actions to improve 
o u r know ledge o f  the environm ent, manage the 
in fo rm atio n  m ore efficiently and make this information 
m o re  available to everyone w ho  needs it.

ISSUE 37
PROMOTING ENVIRONMENTAL 
AWARENESS AND 
UNDERSTANDING

To help reduce their impacts upon the 
environment, people need information 
and understanding o f environmental 
issues and the consequences of their 
own actions. The Environment Agency 
is proposing to work with local 
authorities, schools, colleges, business, 
voluntary groups and the media 
to help increase this awareness 
and understanding.

-f’- Addressing Climate Change

Climate change is perhaps one of the 
most important international issues. 
The Environment Agency is addressing 
climate change as part o f its work at a 
national level. Whilst some of the 
actions to tackle some o f the other 
issues in this plan will help to address 
climate change, there are no specific 
proposals in this plan.

Your  v i e w s  c o u n t .  P l e a s e  c o m p l e t e  t he  qui ck  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and  post  it  to us free.
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The Environm ent Agency wants to hear your views on the issues facing the environm ent of the area and  
w hat you think should be done about them . You can contact us in w hatever w ay is best fo r you, as shown  
at the front of this booklet. This questionnaire is designed to help make it easy fo r you to  give us yo u r  
comments. We w ould be very pleased if you couid spend a few  m inutes com pleting it and return  it using  
the enclosed freepost envelope, by the 31st May 1998. Please continue on extra sheets if necessary.

1. How did you obtain a copy of this booklet? 
(please specify)

□  In a letter f r o m ..........................................

□  From a poster or display a t ......................

□  In a newspaper, on TV or on r a d io .........

□  O th e r............................................................

5. If you would like to know more about the
Environment Agency please say what information 
you would like and write your name and 
address below.

2. Was this the first time you had heard about 
the LEAP?

□  Yes □  No

If not, please say how you heard about

the LEAP..................................................................

3. Had you heard about the Environment Agency 
before hearing about this LEAP?

□  Yes □ N o

4. The Environment Agency has nine main 
themes to its work. Please tick the three that are 
most important to you in the Avon catchment.

□  Managing waste

□  Improving air quality and regulating 
major industries

□  Managing our water resources

□  Delivering integrated 
river-basin management

□  Conserving the land

□  Managing our freshwater fisheries

□  Enhancing biodiversity

Q  Managing the environment in partnership

□  Addressing climate change

Are there any errors or omissions in the booklet? 
If so please specify.

If you would like a reply to your comments 
or further information please write your name 
and address below. The Agency will not pass 
your details to anyone else or use them for 
any other purpose.

N am e.................................

Organisation (if relevant) 

Address .............................

Postcode........................

Your v iews coun t .  Please  com ple t e  the quick ques t i onn a i r e  and  pos t  to us free.



8. The Environment Agency has identified 37 issues 
in the area. Please tick the five that are most 
im portant to you.

Making Waste Work in the Avon area 
Waste m inim isation in industry 
Waste production survey 
Disposal o f controlled wastes at sites 
exempt from waste management licensing

The effects o f incineration o f radioactive 
medical waste at Princess Alexandra 
Hospital, Redditch 

M onitoring air quality around 
Rugby Cement, Southam Works 
Rugby Cement Works, Rugby 

The dem and for public water supply 

The water dem and o f canals 

The agricultural dem and for water 

Over-abstraction o f the Badsey Brook 

Low flows in the Bow Brook

The drying out o f water dependent Sites 
o f Special Scientific Interest

Failure to comply w ith long term River
Quality Objectives
Reviewing River Quality Objectives

The potential for consented discharges to 
cause failures o f River Quality Objectives

The effects o f nutrients on the 
Avon catchment

Protection o f water intended for drinking 
water supply

Water pollution from industrial sites 

Foaming o f weirs in the lower Avon 

First time rural sewerage

□ 1:

□ 2:
□ 3:

□ 4:

□ 5:

□ 6:

□ 7:

□ 00

□ 9:

□ 10:

□ 11:

□ 12:

□ 13:

□ 14:

□ 15:

□ 16:

□ 17:

□

00

□ 19:

□ 20:

□ 21:

□ 22:

□ 23:

□ 24:

□ 25:

□ 26:

□ 27:

□ 28:

□ 29:

□ 30:

□  31:

□  32:

□  33:

□  34:

□  35:

□  36:

□  37:

The effect of Coventry on the River Sowe 
and River Avon
Flood alleviation on Main Rivers 

Managing ordinary watercourses 

Improvements to flood warning 

Maintaining a balance in the river corridor 

Restoring river corridors

Achieving a sustainable use o f the 
catchment for river navigation 
Managing surface water drainage from 
developed areas

Implementation of the contaminated land 
and special sites regulations in the 
Avon catchment

The effects of Hawkesbury Tip on the 
Wyken Slough Brook

Managing floodplains

Enhancing biodiversity

The protection and improvement of trout, 
coarse fish and eel stocks 
Illegal angling

Managing environmental information 

Promoting environmental awareness 
and understanding

Are there any other important issues in the 
area which relate to the Environment Agency’s 
responsibilities?

E n v ir o n m e n t  
A g e n c y


