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Alpine Primula
Bergenias
Bleading Heart ( Dicentra Spectabilis)
Californian Poppies
Geranium
Hollyhocks
Iris
Lavertera
Marigold
Nasturtiums
Petunias
Red Hot Poker

Alyssum
Aubreta
Cat Mint (Nepta)

Ice Plant (Sedum) 'Spectabile/Rub
Lambs’ Ears (Stachys Byzantina)

Straw Flower (Helichrysum)

Periwinkle (Vinca Minor)
Pinks (Dianthus)
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Broom (Cytisus)
Forsythia

Hebe

Lavender
Periwinkle (Vinca Major)
Rock Rose

Sage

Snowberry
Thyme

Viburnum 'Davidii’
Yucca

HP

Clematis 'Montana'
Honeysuckle

Ivy

Jasmin

Vine 'Purpura’
Virginia Creaper
Wisteria

Blue Fescue

Maiden Grass

Pampas Grass

Sedge (Carex) - Frosted Curls
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PR I M U LA Rockery Primrose

rnmuia s atarge and complex genus Tne flowers nearly
always nave a Primrose snape and they either droop
gracefully or are held erect There are hardly any general
rules about cultivation —humus-nch soil and some shade
are nearly always needed but the Primulas .-ary from easy-
to-grcw favourites wmen succeed anywhere to some of the
so-called Asian var eties .vnich offer a-eai challenge. The
dividing line oetweer the Rockery Primroses arc the jnes
grown in the herbaceous border * not clear-cut. The
common Primrose, Polyanthus and me Drumstick Prim-
rose are cften planted in rock garaers, whereas the
Auriculas described below are frequently used as front-of-
the-border subjects

VARIETIES: Trit* fler»hy-leav*d Aui.cula [P a.jncula) is an old
favourite — height 6 in., spread o n., n » f r.g period March-
Aprn Ciustes of targe flowers in a ‘ange ol cnour combinations
are Dome on the flower stalks P. juliae ias a different growth
nafcil Itisa carpeting plant — height 3in spread i ft. lowering
period March-Way It is Oest km,wn for its hybrids with their
snort-stemmed flower * nestling -i the led't?s — examples are
P Wanda (wine-coloured/ and P. ‘Victory’ purpiei P ros”™a
(heighi 5 m . spread 5 m j s often 'ecommfinced or ts bngns
pink flowers .vnich appear m *he spring, but | vill >t thrive
unless /ou can provide ver, moist soil P. vialii s an unusual
Primula— quite’all iheignt | ft. spread ft), it flowers mJune and
July ar the flower-heads have the appearance of a Ped Hot
Poxer P. marginata s a small plant (heighi - in., spread a m)
which dooms nearly April — clusters ct sweet-smelling blue or
purple 'lowers above the mealy leaves Linda Pope' isthe best
vanetv P. edgeworthii is i W eariv P'irnula. blooming in
Feb'uarv. Attractive, *nth yelie .-.-eyed mauve flower but difficult
to grow m most areas of Bntair T ie baby ol the family is
P. minima — height 2 in spread 5 in, ‘lowering period
April-May T;ie flower stalks oeann.: iar~e oink blooms arse
frcm the centre at the leaf rosettes.

SITE 4 SOIL: Well-drained, moisture-retentive soil in light shade is
ihe isual requirement

PROPAGATION: alant cuttings under glass in summer or divide
clumps ifier ‘lowering

BERGEN LA Large-leaved Saxifrage

Berpema is a splendid ground cover for a herbaceous >r
mixed border. Il thrive? under snrubs and trees spreads
rapidly when the conditions ai* favorable and provides
colour nearly all "ear round. The large and leath-'y leaves are
bright gr»en. turnina red in autumn. Above them rise the
flower-hi-ads in spring. Hyacinth-like spikes nearing whit?-
pink, red or purple bell-sf aoed itowers. It wifi grow in al types
of soils, including wet peats and dry chalks

VARIETIES: Tre bisir species is B. cordifolla, — >aigh| V4 ft.
spacing 1Vj ft. flowering period Ma ch-April Tie
«ljkvers are borne in droopini
ﬁale purple flowers B. crass

— make your choice from mis
B. Ballawley ioseredS B.'Silberlicht'(while | >gedpnk and
5 Sunningdale' deep lilac).

SITEL SOIL: Any well-drained garden soil will oo—th' ves in sun or

partial shade

PROPAGATION Whe- oiar ?are larpe and ov«kjfowdtd AfU tttH

dumps nautumn

DICENTRA

Dicenira has collected many common names during its long
history as a cottage garden plant It flourishes in humus-rich
soil under tall shrubs and trees ihe arching stems aoove the
ferny leaves bearing curiously-shaped flowers which give nse
to Ihe popular names such as Dutchman s Breeches and
Lady in the Bath. Choose a sheiterec spot at the front of the
border or plant them tc provide ground cover in a woodland
garden Applying a mulch each May is the only treatment
required by this easy-to-grow old favounte

VARIETIES: The most popular
D. spectabllis The basic aetaiis are height 2-3 ft. spacing »w ft
flowering penoo May-June Tne rosy fed. locket-like flowers Dear
protruding white petals anc nang frorr the arching siems This
species is not always the best choice — it dies down after (lowering
and can be damaged by sorinc frosts ~hese ‘aufts are noi shared
by the smaller feathery-ieavec species —D formosa <—\s ft)

and D. eximia ft)

SITE 4 SOIL An /.eli-drainec gwtftn ROittM fc

light snacie

PROPAGATION. Divide Clumps rf* autumr

to break pme brittle roots

sprays —the varieu purpurea has
lia, asimilar species, bears upright
ower-heads Nowadays anumbe' of named hybncs are dval
groua Amongst ihe best -'e

Bleeding Heart

0 spectabilis



ESCHSCHOLZL\ Glile" j p™

Aarift of Californian Poppies in lull flower is a colourful sight
in summer, out Hwon'; be if your soil is rich and the plants are
in partial shade The flowers are not long-lived bui they
continue lo appear over a long period anc the silky petals
fluttering mlhe breere are par of our garden scenery After
flowering the plants will produce self-sown seedlings —
clear them awa\

VARIETIES: E califormca produces golden yellow (lowers nthe
wviic but there are new ,brio- «xmany colours =or a rainbow
mixture grow Art Shades inllec petals. nemi-douuie or
Ballerina'(lluted petals semi-douoleo’ aoubiei Someneoole
prefer single colours — choose Cherry Ripe' (rerisej. ‘Orange
King'iorangei the dwar*‘Miriiaturi Primrose 'yeliov/i

SITE & SOIL: Aw- -dramec soil m lull sun is necessa™ <

PLANT DERAILS Heigh!5m TV. ft Spacmg6in Flowering period
June-Septembe:

PROPAGATION: D'sl™es col dis:jrta-ice Sow « :stn Seplem-
oer wnere thev are to liciwer — April sowing is olten
recommended tut is less satis-acory.

G ERAN I U M Rock Geranium

"here are several species of Roci- Geranium which flourish
inthe rockery All are easy to grow if the site is not shady and
the sail is free draining The only enemies are wet ground
and slugs in the spring — scatter Slug Pellets around the
stems The lobed leaves are grey or green, depending on
the species, and the pink or red flowers ate often
prominent!’, veined

VARIETIES: G. cinereum is a popular species — height 6 in

spread 1 ft. llc.venng period May-September The deep pink
i m flowers are dar-k-c"ntred ana vemed — the leaves are gr- -
ishgreer G. dalmaticum has ihe same heighi and spread. I* t
the flowering oericc is snorter (June- August} and lhe pale pr ¢
blooms are no; vemed tne glossy ‘eaves turn red inautumn. A
farge-lk>veiv3 variety is G. subcaulescens Splendens ide-o
pink flowers May- September) ana G. Ballerina' idark-vemed
lilac flowers May-September) is a popular hybrid

SIT &SOIL: Any well-dramed soil — thrive? best in lull sun.
PROPAGATION: Di\ ae clumps nautumn or spring

\T T U \T7A Hollyhock
A .L1 rLTr\C in HA . HB or HP

The familiar Hollyhock is the giant of the flower garden, its
tall spires of large, funnel-shaped flowers providing
summer colour at the back of herbaceous borders or in
cottage gardens. Nearly all colours apart from blue are
available It can be grown as a perennial but rust disease
scon rums older plants — it is better to treat it as a biennial
or to grow one of the annual varieties.

VARIETIES: A. rosea sthe Common Hollynock and there are both
single and double varieties from which to make your choice
‘Chater's Double" is the one most usually grown Il you want to
grow Althaea as an annual then choose an early-flowering
variety such as Majorette’ or Summer Carnival’

SITE &SOIL: Any reasonable garden soil will do — thrives in a
sunny, sheltered spot Stake an exposed sites

PLANT DETAILS: Heigh! 5-9 ft (annual .ars 3-6 ft) Spacing 2 ft
(annual vars 15m.) Fiowenng period July-Septemoer

PROPAGATION: Take cuttings m autumn or sow w June — follow
the Biennial technique (page 93) Sow annual varieties under
glass m February

£ calilornica

A rosea
Powdor Pulls

rosea



IRIS

Irises are a ;ast aroupof plants ranging from bold-dowering specimens with 4 ft stems to tiny
alpines peeping above the earth Classification is complex, put getting a working
knowledge of the mam types is not difficult There are W/c basic groups — the Suit group
(see page 116) and the Rhizome group described Delow. wmch spread by means of a
thicKer.ec underground stem which creeps alone horizontally Tms latter group contains
the most popular ones and they are dominated DvtheBearriec Irisestsee the illustration for
recognition dotaiis) The thick rhizomes bearafan offlat broad leaves at the tips and should
be planted soon after the flowers have faded, choosing aday between midsummer and
ear™ autumn when the soil is moist Set ihe rhizomes about 1ft apart — leave the top half
uncevereo but if the soil is sandy completely cover the rhizome. Trim the tops off the leaves

Mosi gardeners look no further than the Bearded Irises but as listen oelow there is a wio

range of interesting Beardless Irises

VARIETIES: Tht* Bearded Irises have been given many Irue .md lalse narres — Flag Iris. German Ins
I. germamc.iand June Ins The 3 sectons are based onneight andare derived from seve'al species
Tne Tal' seclion i2': ft Of over. June 'lowering includes thousands ol hybrids — a few names a-e

Party Dress' (flamingo Dinki Jane Phillips ipalebluei ‘Frosl and Flame (white red beard). 'Top
Flight lapncol) and'Staten Island"' igoirt standards <ea tails) The Intermediate section (9 in -

2 ft Ma*. flowering) also ha# many nampd nvbnds —such as '‘Golden Fair’ (yellow) and Piona

inu'ple) TheDwal/f section (unde’ 9 m . April flowering) an* tor Ihelront ol the border or the -ockery
fnese inses are much less popular than the taller ones — look lor Blue Doll’ or Bright White A
oeardifd novelty is the evenyeen Gladwyp Ins (I. toetidissima). grown lor its decorative orange
seeds Tht Beardless Irises are separated into several sections —some of tne oopular ones include
iht- Sibmces (I. sibirica Perry s Blue 3 It. June-July. mo«Sture*lovingj. Winrer-fioy. enn<g Irises
(I styloSL f It Novi? nbei-Feoruary. sun-loving). Water Insei (t. pseudncorus. 2°t ft May-June

Wiitei-loving) ,md Seg 'r-ses (I kaempleri. 2Vi ft. June-July, wet soil-loving)

SI“E&SOIL: Bea'ded Irises require well-drained soil and lull sun.
PROPAGATION: Ovide rhizomes in lLiie summer every lewyea-s Discard old sn0 damaged portions

Standards
r3inner oetais
genaiallv r.tanC' t;
aiect)

B.aio
|lle« hy hairs
on ihe lallsj

Falls

(3 inner perns,
generally hanging
ilc*nwa»cJ'.|

Bearded I>s

M - —a mN
I R I S Rockery Iris

Irises come in a bewildering variety of shapes and sizes,
and they can be found in several parts ol ihe garden and in
two other sections of this book. From the border perennial
section you can choose one ol the many Dwarf Bearded
hybrids ol I. pumila — amongst the bulbs there are such
rock garden favourites as I. reticulata and I. danfordis*\
Described below are the mosi popular rockery perennia’

VARIETIES: The flowering time lor Rockery Irises is May and June.

Flower colours and heights are variable — individual plants may
differ widely from the following details: I. crislata (purple and
gold flowers, height 4 in.. spread Sin.). I. lacustris (lilac, vellow
and wmte flowers, height 3 in., spread 6 m.). |. Innominate (gold
and b'own flcwers, height 6 in.. spread 9 in.) and |. douglasiana
(lilac and yellow flowers, height i ft. spread 2 ft)

SITE a SOIL: Requires well-drained lime-tree soil — thrives insun

or light shade

PROPAGATION: Divide rhizomes in late summer every few years



C officinalis

CALENDULA BT 9d Lemon Queen

This old garden plant was once wtceiy jsec as a kitchen
herb but nowit tsgrowr as.'trouble-free. surnme'-flowenng
annual Like radishes in 'he vegetable garden. the Pot
Mangold is a favourite starter oian' lor ourg children £
pinch of seed in spring and in about 10 weeks masses 'l
flowers aopear above the hairy, pungent eaves Pinch ojl
growing points on young stems to encourage bushiress

VARIETIES. There are now rr -ar on the flat. change
flcwers bome on the slo-iashioned C. otlicinalls oi the .ottage
garden The colours range Ircm the tVj It Lemon Queen’
(yellow* to the d ft Chrysanthemum-<me Geisha Girl' (MCdish
orange) Radio' has orange fluted oetals and 'Art Shades r.as
pastel Hov*ors— apricot c'eam etc T’lebest compact variety is
the 11t 'Fiesta Gltana .

s;TE %SOIL Thrives best in p<or soil n 9un if partial shade

PLANT DETAILS: Height 1-2 ft Spacing ~ 1L Flowering period
June-October.

PROPAGATION: Sow seecb in Sepiembe* or March where they are
to flower. Thin to required spacing

C officinalis
Orange King

Afri Marigold, F h Marigold. Taget
TAG ETES rican Marigo rESAc arigo agetes

The ever-popular French and African Marigdds, ranginc from a few inches to several feet

tall, are mis named — they both tr gmated in Mexico. Some expe ts feel that w rely too

much on ihe numerous varieties ol Tagetes for surr mer oedding, but these plants continue

to be the main source of yellow, orange and brown in the small flower bed Staking is rarely

necessary but dead-heading is required to prolong the floral display. The foliage is pungent
i when crushed and the flowers may be single or double.

VARIETIES: Tageies are divided into thrift-major groups The Alncan Mangmds\T. erecta) are the tallest
and the flowers by far the largest, reaching a diameter ol several inches The blooms are douole and
ball-shaped incolours ranging from pale yellow todeep orange Some are cJwans. like Golden Age’
(1 ft) — others such as Doubloon' are 3 ft high v/tth 5 in. dooms. The French Mangolds (T. patula)
are shorter and the flowers are smaller, out mere san mmense variety ol colours and colour biends
This is the really popular group and seed catalogues c'ter many, many varieties — look for ‘Naught/
Marietta' (1 ft single, ye lowandmaroon),'Detlte (6 m.. double mixed coloursi 'Tiger Eyes’HOm .
douole red with yellow centre) and 'Yellow Jacket’ 16 in.. double, yellow). The third maicr group is
made up Ofthe dainty Tage'er. /arienes IT. signata which are widely usee for waging. The giants are
compact and lhe flowed are small and smoe Lemon CJlem' 9in.) ispopular — tn« new novelty is
the yellow, orange and brw/ncomomalior Starfire' (6in.). Thedividing lines between the groups are
noloncerclear- ui —ihe'f - Atro-Frenchvarietiessu has Sunrise (ift,doubts Hangssiuffsd)

SITE 8 SOIL. Any reasonable garden soil will do — thrives b~ ;i in full sun

PLANT DETAILS: Height 1-3ft iAirit:an Mangolds). 6in.-1 ft (Franc!l MarlOOMS)Or *
Spacing 1—1'<i It (African Marigous)or6-9 in. (French f.iarigolds ard ayetes). Flowering period
June-October

PROPAGATION: follow the Half Hardy Annual tchmque Alternatively in mild areas sow
seed:, ouinoois » May

-r> iISSV *
T patula
Naughty Marietta
French Mangold

T erecta £a\
Doubloon
African
T patula Mangold T signata
Tiger Eyes' Lemon Gem

French Marigold Tagetes



LAVATERA Anl M*

If you are locking for a busny plant (c provide a
temporary nedge cr a back-ofthe-border specimen
coverec in bloom aunng the summer months. lhe
Annual Mallow is a satisfactory answer The trjmpet-
snaped Hovers are 3or 4in across, large enough to
eaten attent on in the parden and long-lasting enougf to
serve as excellent cut flowers The bushes need plenty
of space and seif-scwn seedlings should be removed

VARIETIES: L. tnmestris ias produces several excellent
garden varieties which grow 3-4 ft call and puduce pink
flowers — Loveliness and ‘Tanagra are popular The
compact varieties grow aooui 2 ft high and do net require
staking — Mont Blanc Dears wnite flcv/ers and |he lew
Silver Cup' ha? the anghtes: of ail Wallow blooms

SITE i SOIL: Anyreai»an.«ljlegarcersoitwrildo —Ihrves insun
or ughi shacic

PLANT DETAILS: Heignt 2-4 ft Spacing 2 ft Flowering period
July-Septemoer.

PROPAGATION: Sow seeds n Septerioer or March where they L trimestos Silver Cup

ara :oflower Thin iu required spacing.

TROPAEOLUM NsJum

There are varieties of Nasturtum (T. majus) tor al sorts of
purposes — climbers for clothing walls and lences or covering
banks, semi-trailers for winaow boxes and owarfs (or bedding
and edging For ablaze of red. yeliowor orange plantinpoor, free-
drainmg soil and ao not reeo Spray, if necessary, agamst
backfly.CanaryCreepertT. petegrinum)is suitable lorricher soil
—avigofouschmoer withsmaii.veliowJiowersand lobed leaves

VARIETIES: Nasturtiums are groupec according tc size — the Ctfmaers
grow upto6 ft(look lor'Tall Mixed-or ‘Climbing Mixed and11“ Semi-
trailers reach aaout i ft This latter group is dominated by iht? fragrant
sen'-double Gleam varieties— Golden Gleam'i/ellow®and Scarlet
Gleam' (red). T !u»re are also the comoact Ovtarfe which grow 6 -9 in

hioh — popular varieties include ‘Red Roulette' orange-red).
Emoressot Indie'dark red* ‘Wftirtybifd'(mixed)and TomThumb"
(m »

S TE & SOIL: Thrives w ooor sandy soil in either full sun or parlial shade.

PLAN'DETAILS. H»ignt5in - 6 It Spacin®6in -iVift. Flowenng period
ie-October

PROPAGATION: Sow seedsm compost under glass inFebruary or tn April
where they “re to flcnve-

PETUNIA B a

Varieties of Petunias get bigger and brighter and bolder The
modern hybrids bear showy, funnel-shaped flowers on top of
the sticky stems, a dazzling sight when the sun is shining but a
scrry one in prolonged wet weather An excellent bedding plant,
of course but also very useful ‘or window boxes, containers and
hanging baskets Cut back the stems if they become too
straggly — dead-head regularly

VARIETIES 3uy anr- hybrid o<P hybrida lor bedding — there are four
groups The MuKifloras bear large numbers ol 2 in flowers —
‘Resisto stands up well towind ana ram Many colours are availaole
— 'Apple Blossom' Red S.atin', ‘Startilre' (red and white stripes),
etc. The DoubleMultitloras aJsobear 2in flowers but they have many
petals and look like Carnations— Cherry Tart' (rose and wmte) rs a
good example The Grarrdifloras have fewer flowers but the olooms
are larger. 3-4 m across, and they are more susceptible to rain
damage Cascade's the popular mixture, out there are many single
and 3>-coour varieties — Blue Frost'. 'Red Cloud' and the blue-
and-‘mwhite stnpec Telstar' The Double Grandilloras are lhe

showtes: grouo of all — huge, ruffled blooms in a wide range of
colours Lech or Bouquet' Pan American Double' and White
Swan’

SITE & SOIL: Anv reasonable garden soil will jo — choose a sunny site

PLANT OETAILS: Height 6 in.-1'4 ft Spacing 6in -1 ft. Flowering
aerioc June-October

PROPAGATION: Follow the Half Hardy Annual technique
Plant out wher the danger of frost >spast.

T majus

T peregrinum

P hybrida
Granditlora

P. hybrida
Double
Granoiflora

Phybrida
Multiflora

P hybrida
Double
Multiflora



KNIPHOFIA Red Hot Poker

Over the years ihis plan has changed its latm name from
Tntoma 10Kmphotia and the nybr.aists have also extendec <s
colour range A Aorc of cautior —you can ouy a Red Hot Poker
and it may be all-rec yellow or even white, so choose .vith care
il you want the traaitionai red-tipped variety Whatever the
(lower colour, all ooduce dumps ot grass-iike foliage and
Spik«; bearirg long t.imJar (lower? Mu'ch in ate spring ana
wac:er in dry weather. Coia winters can be a problem In autumn
remove the flower spikes tie the leaves together and cover with
peat.
VARIETIES: Tie popular choice s avan*?*, or nypna of K uvaria —
heigm21~-5ft,spao *g3Il. flowering 2«riodJuiy -Septemoer. For
a'v.ie pcKe; — reu or ..ranjt- a: the ‘cpand “-Hlow a the base
choose Royal Standard’” The Rockel Soringtime' &< 'H C.
Mills' For singie cdoms o«k Alcazar orange). Maid of Orleans
twhiteior Bees Lemon' ,yeliow). Thegiantis Samuel's Sensation'
(5-6 ft. rec). There isa aainty orange cwart —K. galpmil.

SITE 4 SOIL: Any welt-araintd garden soil will do — thrives oest m full .

n K uvaria
— Royal Standard
PROPAGATION: Divide overerowued clumps in r.anng




IALYSSUM  syscum

Almost every rockery bears aongnt yellow patch of Alyssum
saxatile'in spring Grow it by all means, but do not let it
dominate the site — so many rockeries are spoilt by allowing
Alyssum and Aubrietia to run riot, "here are so many
choice' if less vigorous alpines to grow which can be reliec
upon tc provide colour wher the yellows of Alyssum and the
blues of Aubnetia have gone Wien no* in flower Alyssum is
e greyish shrubDy perennial whicn flojrishes in poor son
Trim the stems back once the flowe*s nave faded — in this
wav you will prolong the life of the plant keep it within
bouncs anc improve rex: year's display.

VARIETIES: A. saxatlle 15 the basic specie — heignt 9-12 in
spread 1V; ft, flower nc period Apnl-June When m Bloom the
Meaas of fright yello*~iiowers Tiay completely cove' the plant
There are anumoe' of nameo varieties .vhich make awelcome
change from the ccmmon-or-garaen parent plarv wn»ch is grown
nearly eve< where 'Cltrinum oears pale vellow flowers and at
the othe- end of the scale are the ouft-cotourec blooms ol
‘Dudley Neville Per aouoie flowers choose the variety ‘Flore
Pieno and it space is umited you can plant the dwart Compac-
tum which grows only aoout 6 in higr, All these varieties ol
A saxatile mane line fockery or wall plants Put if vou want a
miniature ther grow A. monianum. This May-flowering alpine
grev.f about 4 in tall ana rarely spreads more tnan 1 It

SITE & SOIL: Any well-drained garden so:! will do — add lime it the
land is acid. Thrives best in full sun

PROPAGATION: Sow seeds ol species (not named varieties lunder
glass in sp'mg With named varieties plant non Mowenng
cuttings in a cold trame in early summer

ALYSSUM S, Amm

Some experts feel that too much Alyssum is grown, but
without it many of our small gardens would be poorer.
The dwarf cushions are covered with tiny, honey-
scentec flowers throughout the summer, and itis used to
edge flower beds fill the spaces between pavng stones,
cover bare patches in rockeries and clothe window
boxes. Trim off dead blooms with scissor to ensure
continuous flowering.

VARIETIES: Most people chcnse a white varief of A.
maritimum (proper name Lobularia maritima; The low-
carpeting ones are 'Carpet of Snow' an'? Minimum' — the
popular 'Little Dorrit ts 'lore upngnt. For a change pick a
coloured variety— there are’Oriental Night' Oeec purple).
Rosie O'Day' .pmk) and Lilac Queen' (deop lilac).

SITE & SOIL: The soil should be well drained but not rich —
thrives best M lull sun.

PLANT DETAILS: Heiciht3- 6in Spacing9in Flowering period
Jurs- September.

PROPAGATION: Sowseecs incompost under glass in February
or in April where they are to flower

AU BR I ETA Rock Cress, Aubrietia

Aubrietia in full flower cascading over a wall or covering a
sloping oank is one ofthe heralds of spring. In the average-
sized rockery it certainly has a place, but it should not"be
allowed to take over. Cutit oack once flowering is over so that
choicer but more delicate specimens can expand and show
their full beauty

VARIETIES. The oasic species is A. deltoidea (heignt 3in .spread
2tl.llowering period March—June) but the wild form is not grown
The garden varieties are hybrids of this species — pale purple
and pink are the usual colours. Out both blue and red are
available A few of the more popular Aubnetias are ‘Or Mules
(violet). ‘Riverslea' imauve). Dawn' (pink). Crimson 3edder’
(red). Trlumpnant' (bluet and Barker's Double' (pink).

SITE & SOIL: Any well-drained, non-acio soil — full sun is required

PROPAGATION: Sow seeds under glass m soring With named
varieties either divide clumps in autumn or plant oasal cuttings
in a cold frame in summer.






N E P ETA Catmint

Catmint is popular with gardeners for use as an edging plant —
it is even more popular with cats who love to roll amongst its
aromatic grey-green leaves It will flourish in sandy, stony and
cnaiky soils Put will die out rapidly m heavy or shallow sods
which remam sodaen in winter The small tubular flowers are
borne on upngnt spikes — dead-heading will encourage
further flusnes and the bushy plants will stay in flower from late
spring until early autumn Do not cut down the stems inautumn
—remove the old growth wnen new snoots start to aopearin the
spring An easy-to-grow plant which deserves its popularity —
lift, divide and replant the clumps every three /ears.

VARIETIES: The Dasic species is N. mussinii (N faassemi) —height
t ft. spacing tVj ft. flowering period May-September The flowers
are pale purple Taller varieties are avaiiaofe — 'Superba’ (2-3 ft)
produces lavenaer flowers and Six Hills Giant’ (2 ft) has blooms
which are violet These taller Catmims reouirs staking

SITE &SOIL: Any well-drained garden soil will do — thrives best m full
sur.

PROPAGATION: Divide clumps in spring (not autumn).

SEDUM Stonecrop

The Sedums are a large group of fleshy-leaved plants which
thrive in hot and dry conditions — their ability to cover rocks and
wallsis responsible forthe common name Many are rock garden
plants bui some Sedums. known as Ice Plants, are grown in the
herbaceous border. The flower-neads of the Ice Plants are large
plates of tiny flowers, their appearance in late summer acting as
a magnet for the butterflies in the neighbourhood. These Border
Sedums are tough plants, shrugging off drought and pests /vhich
would c.-iDDie more delicate perennials.

VARIETIES: The popular Ice Plant is S spectablle — heich! 1-2 ft
spacing 1 h. flowering period August-( ctoper -he llower-heaos
measure 4-6 in across and ’'he varieties generally differ in flower
colour rather than plant torm. Choose Irom Brilliant (deer pink),
Carmen' irose-red). Meteor' icar nine-red' ano Ruby Glow'(red
There is one variety which does stano out from the others — Autumn
Joy' ltistall (2 It) anc the 8 in heacs are salmon-pinfr at first turning
rusu Drown in autumn. The leaves a*so change, becoming brownish
purpli at the end ol summer The Purple-leaMce Plantis S maximum
Atropurpureum (height IV? K po 1 flowers, purplish red leaves).

SITE &SOIL Any well-drained soi will do — thrives best in full si
PROPAGATION: Divide :ump” autumn or spring

STACHYS Lamb 3Ears. Big Betony

Two quite different garden plants bear the name Stachys. The
more popular one is a grey-leaved ground cover or edging piani
known as _amb's Ears or Lamb s Tongue Flowers are oorne m
whorls on upright spikes but these blooms are insignificant —
this perennial is grown for its attractive evergreen silvery foliage
The second Stachys is much less commonly seen — Big Betony
is grown for the spikes of showy pink or purple flowers it bears in
summer rather than for its plair gieen leaves. All varieties of
Stachys hate heavy soils and the flowering spikes should be cut
down once the blooms have faded.

VARIETIES: Lame sEars isthecommon rume tor S ianata(S olympica)
— neignt tv* ft spacing i ft. (lowering period July-August The leaves
are ccvered mwoolly nairs and :he pain purple flowers are small The
non-llowering Silver Carpet' (4in.j s jrown as acarpeting plant 3ig
Beicrty is callec S. macrantha (Btstomca macrantha) in the
catalogues — height 2 ft. spacing IV* fl. flowering penoo May-July
The lilac flowers are large and lubular —the var ety Rosea' produces
pink blooms.

SITE 4 SOIL: Any well oraiii- d garaen soil will do — thrives in sun or
panial shade

PROPAGATION: Divide clumps i i.ituirr or spring

S spectabile
Meteor

S. macrantha

J



HELICHRYSUM s"™"Eav

Helichrysum is ihe mos: popular of ihe everlasting (lowers
which look like double Daisies and bear strawy petals It is
popularly called the Straw Flower or Immortelle, and is
prepared for indoor aecoration by cutting just before the
(lowers are fully open Tie the stems in bunches ana nanc
upside down m a cooi piac- away fr'jm sunlight

VARIETIES: H. bracieatum 5 availapie as boll dwsrl anc ;all
varieties In e bewilaennu arra\ a* -oiours Amongsi the cwarfs
the glistening scarlet Hot Bikini' (1 Itl has the onghtest flowers
Par a mixture of ::olcu*s for beading nd cutting, choose 'Bright
Bikini Buy Monstrosum Double Mixea’ i* you want large
plants — the 2 in. .wers are borne on 3ft sterna.

SITE & SOIL: Any well-drained garoen sc>>wH do — thrives besi in
full sun

PLANT DETAILS: Height 1 or 3 ft Spacing i tt Flowering period
July-September.

PROPAGATION: Sow seeds m -ym wheretht are to flower — thin i
torequired nacmg In cold districts treat as a half hardy annual H. bracieatum

DLANTH US Border Carnation. Pinks

Dianthus is found in several pans of the garden Inthe rockery you will see ihe Alpine Pinks
and in the flower beds ooth Sweet William and the Annual Carnations are popular This
section deals with the hardy perennial varieties — the Border Carnations, the Old-
fashioned Pinks anc the Modern Pinks All form tufts of grassy grey-green leaves wilh
flowers borne on uorignt stems Perfume is an important feature and all will flourish in
chalky soil and urban smoke. The Border Carnations produce stout stems and the olooms
are large Staking is essential A typical Carnation is quite different from a typical Pink but
the dividing line is not clear cut. Pinks have more delicate stems, narrower leaves, smaller
flowers anc a more dainty apoearance.

VARIETIES:Thebasicdetailsoi£3o<,derCa”nar/o/isareheight2-3ft.spacing IV]j tt. flowering period July

(southern counties). August (northern counties). After a few seasons the plants deteriorate and wilt
need tobe replaced The petals are smooth-edged (unlike the serrated petals of the Florist Carnation)
and there ire sells single colour), fancies (2 or more colours) and picotees (pale colour with a darker
edging) The list of ;arieties s enormous — you will lind names like Edenside Fairy’ Consul’.
Fiery Cross' and Perlect Clove' Old-tasnioned Pinks grow about 1 ft high and should be planted
| ftapan. "hero is a single tlushot dowers m June and they are slow growing, but there is still a place
for Mrs Sinkins' and White Ladles' (white). 'Excelsior’ (carmine) and Emil Pare' (pink). The
Modern P//7*s(hyondsof 0. allwoodii) are steadily taking over because they are quicker growing and
have a perpetual-flowering' nabit blooming in June and July and again in autumn. Choose your
PinKS from this Modern group — there are Doris’ (salmon-pink), Show Pearl" (white), ‘Robin’
iscarlet) and many others

SITE & SOIL: Any vOll-drained garden soil which is not acid will do— choose a sunny spot.

PROPAGATION: Sow seecs under glass in April or plant cuttings in a cold frame in July. Alternatively
layer side shoots in August

D. plumarius_ 0. allwoodii
Old-fashioned Pink Modern Pink



Shrubs
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C. Kswansis

CYTISUS

Many shrubs are grown for their foliage, but Cytisus is grown for its flowers which
are numerous enough to clothe completely the whippy stems and tiny leaves The
usual flowering season is May, and nearly all are deciduous. Always buy pot- or
container-grown plants and remember to prune them every year. Old wood will not
sprout new stems, and so once a bush has become leggy it should be dug out and
replaced The pea-like flowers are often yellow, bul a wide variety of colours are
available and there are some attractive bi-colours. Cytisus will flourish in poor,
starved soil, but it may die after a few years for no apparent reason.

VARIETIES: Our native Broom is C. scoparius, growing aboul 7 ft tali and carrying its yellow
blooms in May and June There are many excellent hybrids, including C. ‘Burkwoodii' (crimson-
red with yellow edge). C scoparius ‘Andreanus’ (yellow and crimson) and C. ‘Killiney Red' (ncn
red). Ashrub which grows to a similar height but with arching stems is C. praecox ltis the earliest
of all to flower and its rich yellow variety (C. praecox Allgold’) 13 popular. White-flowered brooms
(e.g.. C. albus) are available. Smaller types of Cytisus exist —there is C. kewensis, a pale yellow
spreading bush which reaches only 18 in., and even smaller is the sprawling C. purpureus (1 ft.
lliac flowers) and C. decumbens (4 in.. yellow flowers). At the other ena of the scale is the 15 ft
Moroccan Broom (C battandierii with spikes of yellow, pineapple-scented blooms in July.

SITE &SOIL: Full sun is required. Does best in poor, sandy soil.

PRUNING: After flowering cut back the stems which have borne blooms to about half their length
Never cut into the old wood

PROPAGATION: Sow seed For hybrids, plant cuttings in a cold frame in summer

.V J/5
w L Ns  'm
C scopirius C. scoparius

*AnHt xmic

FORSYTHLA @&4aB'S

Gardens are brightened each March and April bythe masses of yellow flowerson the
leafless branches Many varieties are available, ranging from palest yellow to
glowing orange There are Forsythias to cover walls and bare ground or to grow as
hedges and specimen shrubs. They are extremely easy to grow but there are two
enemies — birds which strip off the flower buds (thread black cotton between the
branches) and there are gardeners who hack down the branches each summer “to
keep the oushes in check" The result is lots of growth and very few flowers.

VARIETIES: F. intermedia Spectabilis' is seen everywhere, growing about 8 ft high with a pro-
fusion of bright yellow flowers The petals are narrow and slightly twisted. F. ‘Lynwood’ has
much broader petals and F. '‘Beatrix Farrand' bears blooms up to 2 in. across.

Not all varieties grow as tall, upright shrubs — some are rambling bushes belonging to the
species F. suspensa One of them (F. suspensa (ortunei)has stout, arching stems but the
popular F suspensa sieboldli has lax branches which trail along the ground if not trained
against a wall

Less well known are the compact varieties F. ovata only reaches 4 -5 ft; even shorter is F
‘Arnold Dwarf which will cover a large area but be warned — it bears few flowers.

SITE & SOIL: Any garden soil will do Best in full sun. but will also thrive in partial shade.

PRUNING: Avoid excessive pruning. Immediately after dowering cut back only those shoots
which bear faded blooms Every few years shonen some ol the most mature branches.

PROPAGATION: Easy Layer shoots or plant cuttings outdoors In autumn.
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HEBE W'a

These evergreen shrubs come in all sizes, but thetwo most popular ones (H. Autumn
Glory' and H. brachysiphon) represent the typical Hebe growth habit — neat,
compact bushes with shiny oval leaves and spikes of small blue or white flowers.
They are both quite hardy, but unfortunately many Hebesarenot —the larger the leaf,
the more tender the variety is likely to be. Tenderness apart. Hebe is easy to grow
even in smoky or salt-laden air, and many types flower ail summer and autumn long

VARIETIES There are scores to choose from —makaMIN ttW me you pick is the right size !0? the
spot you have In mind Some are suitable for the rockery oras ground cover — good 1ft-high
varieties include H. ‘Carl Teschner’ (violet-blue flowers, June-Julv), H. pinguifolia ‘Pagei’
(white flowers. May) and the cypress-like H. armstrongii and H. ochracea The medium-tall
group offers many choices, such as H. Autumn Glory’ (violet-blue flowers, June-November),
H. Midsummer Beauty' (lavender flowers. July-November) and H. brachysiphon (white
flowers, June-July). The giant of the family is H. sallcifolia. asummer-flowering shrub which
reaches 10 ft or more.

SITE & SOIL: Choose a sunny or lightly shaded spot An> garden soil with reasonable drainage
will do. but it is unwise to plant the less hardy varieiies in northern gardens away from the
coast.

PRUNING: Not essential Cut back straggly shoots ifl May Remove frost-damagecJ branches.
PROPAGATION. Easy — plant 3 in. cuttings in a cold frame in summer.

H Autumn Glory* |~ H pinguifolia

‘Pagei’

| 8. Midsummer Beauty*

LAVANDULA =g

A favourite in English gardens for centuries. The
bushy stems and grey-green leaves provide an
edging or low hedge for countless paths and
borders, and the aromatic flowers and foliage are
used for making pot-pourri The flowers which
appear between July and September are not always
lavender — there are white, pink and blue varieties.

VARIETIES: Plants labelled L spica are Old English
Lavender (3 ft. grey-blue flowers) — choose the variety
*Hldcote' (1'/j ft, deep violet flowers In dense spikes).
‘Munstead’ has green leaves — ‘Loddon Pink’ has pink
flowers L. vera is Dutch Lavender — pale blue and
robust. 3-4 ft high.

SITE & SOIL: Any soil (preferably limy) provided it Is well-
drained Besl in full sun but will grow in partial shade.

PRUNING: Remove sialks when flowers lade, then trim .
back plants in April Do not cut into old wood. L spica

. . . 'Hidcote
PROPAGATION: Plant cuttings inacold frame in summer or

outdoors in autumn.



SANTOLINA LsaaMaln

If your soil is well-drained and there is an unshaded
site available. Santolina will provide a splash ol
colour. You can use it as a specimen plant at the
(rent ol the border or as a low hedge, and the colour
of this compact, mound-forming bush comes from
the silvery grey foliage as well as from the yellow,
button-like flowers which aDDear in summer.

VARIETIES: The popular variety is S. chamaecyparissus It
grows about 2 ft high and is densely covered with
narrow, finely divided leaves which are strongly
aromatic. The flowers appear from June to August A
smaller variety is S. chamaecyparissus '‘Nana' (1ft) — a
larger one is S. neapolitana (3 ft). The green leaved
variety is S. virens.

SITE & SOIL: Any reasonable soil will do. but it must be
well-drained A sunny spot is essential

PRUNING: Trim after flowering — every 2 or 3 years cut
back hard in April

PROPAGATION: Plant 3 in cuttings in a cold frame in
summer

VINCA Ritrle

The Periwinkle may be lowly in height and some
authors may not even include it in their shrub
books, but it is a highly regarded ground cover
plant. It will grow in sun or shade, its stems rooting
into the soil as they spread. Use it for covering
banks or the bare ground under trees and you will
be rewarded by flowers all summer long.

VARIETIES: The big one is V. major jrowmg about 8-10in
tall and producing large blue flowers from May to
September You can buy varieties with leaves splashed
with yellow (‘Maculata’) or white fVariegata’). Less
invasive and smaller is V. minor (2-4 in high, blue or
white flowers, green or variegated leaves).

SITE & SOIL: Any reasonable well-drained soil will do
Thrives in sun or shade

PRUNING: Not necessar. — cut back shoots in spring if
spread is to be contained

PROPAGATION: Divide plants or remove rooted side*
shoots'in late autumn or winter.

S. chamaecyparissus

SYMPHORICARPQOS s°T >

The Common Snowberry is a rampant shrub which
will grow anywhere — in lull sun or in the dense
shade under trees It will cover large areas in the
wilder parts of the garden, and its glory is the mass
of large, marble-like berries which appear in October
and persist for months. Good for indoor decoration
and for hedging, but take care to keep it in check.

VARIETIES: S. albus (S. racemosus) is the Common Snow-
Oerry — 6 ft. pink flowers from June to August, berries
large and pure white S. orbiculatus (Coralberry) bears
white flowers which are followed by large clusters of
small purple berries For the average-sized border pick
one of the non-suckering Doorenbos Hybrids — Magic
Berry’ (pink) or Mother of Pearl* (white, flushed pink).

SITE & SOIL: Any reasonable garden soil m sun or shade

PRUNING: Thin out unwarned shoots in early spring. Trim
hedges in summer.

PROPAGATION: Remove and plant jp rooted suckers or
plant cuttings outdoors in autumn.

S. albus

[”V. minor

V. major

S. doorenbosii
Magic Berry’



C I STU S Rockgose

The flowers ol the Rock Rose are short-lived the papery petals opening in the
morning and falling before nightfall. But new buds appear regularly during the
flowering season, and the shrub is constantly inbloom during June and July. This is
not aplant for shade or heavy soil, although it thrives in other problem sites such as
chalky soils, sands and seaside gardens. Always use pot-grown specimens at
planting time. The great enemy is frost — no variety is completely hardy. Take
summer cuttings to replace the winter casualties. Some exude a sweet-smelling
gum and all bear attractive flowers in various hues.

VARIETIES: The most popular variety is C. Silver Pink' (2-3 ft, pale pink flowers), although it s
not the hardiest nor the most attractive. The trio witn the best reputation for hardiness are C.
laurifollus (6 ft. white flowers), C. cyprius (6 ft. white flowers with maroon-blotched centres)
and the much more compact C. corbariensis (3 ft. white flowers, crimson buds). The smallest
is thewide-spreading C.lusitanicus‘Decumbens’(1'/»It, white flowers with maroon-blotched
centres) The most spectacular is the large-flowered C. purpuraus (5 ft. rosy crimson (lowers
with maroon centres). Some ol the most beautiful Rock Roses are unfortunately tender — an
example is the large-flowered Gum Cistus (C. iadanller).

SITE & SOIL Well-drained soil in full sun is essential. Avoid frost pockets; protect from N and E

winds.
PRUNING: Not necessary — in spring both unwanted and frost-damaged growth should be
Cistus 'Silver Pink’ .P *rF 14*0 removed, but avoid cutting into old wood

PROPAGATION: Sow seec m spring it plant cuttings in acold frame in summer.

$

C. launlolius C cypnus
I *
.
. C. SHwvur Pink’ C. lusitamcus
C. ladanilei ‘Decumbens’

YUCCA YT

A plant to grow on its own so that its sword-like
leaves and immense flower-heads can be enjoyed
to the full. There are several fallacies — despite
their tropical appearance the popular varieties are
hardy in Britain, and it will bloom quite happily
every year despite the old wives" tale of only one
floral year in seven.

VARIETIES: The stemiess varieties are the ones usually
grown. Top of the list is Y. fllamentosa. with a basal
rosette of 2 ft high stiff leaves and a4 -6 ft flower stalk
In August. The blooms are white and cup-shaped, and
you can expect to see the first flowers about 3 years
after planting. There is a variety CVariegata’) with
yellow-striped leaves.

SITE & SOIL: Needs good drainage and absence dl heavy
clay. Thrives in sun and partial shade.

PRUNING: Not necessary.

PROPAGATION: In spring remove rooted offsets growing V. tllamentosa
at the base of the shrub. V



VIBURNUM bume

A large genus of garden shrubs with varieties to produce colour all year round and
to suit almost every purpose — ground cover, screening, specimen plants and
bushes for the shrub border. A wide assortment, but they do have a 'ew features in
common. All are easy to grow and will succeed in chalky soils. There is no need for
regular pruning and all are hardy The Viburnums are divided into three basic
groups and each contains one or more garden favourites — the winter-flowering
group, the spring-flowering group and the autumn berry/leaf colour group.

VARIETIES: The .vmier flowering group contains the popular V. tinus (Laurustinus). A useful
evergreen. 6-10 ft hign, producing clusters of pink Duds and then small white flowers
Detween DecemDer and April. The old favourite V. Iragrans (V. farreri) produces clusters of
scented white flowers from Novemoer to February For larger Out equally fragrant flowers,
grow V. bodnantense The spring-flowering group usually have small white olooms clustered
in large flat heads or snowballs' There is the popular V. carlesii (4 ft. white fragrant flowers
in tight domes in April and May). V. burkwoodii (6 It, rather similar :0 carlesii but taller and
evergreen). V. rhytidophyllum (10 ft. grown for its huge, heavilyveined evergreen foliage and
red berries). V. opulus Sterile' (8 ft. .vhite ball-like llower heads) and V. plicatum Lanarth’ (5
ft. white plate-like flower-heads). The final section is the autumn berry and leaf colour group
— V. opulus has fiery foliage and red berries in autumn V. davidil produces blue berries

SITE 6 SOIL: Prefers well-cultivated soil containing ample humus. Most do best m full sun.

PRUNING: Not necessary — cut back old or damaged branches after flowering (deciduous
types) or in May (evergreen types).

PROPAGATION: Layer branches m autumn or plant cuttings m a cold frame in summer.

% m
* % Vt
V. Oodnanlense

V. rhytidophyllum



Climbers



C ."Ville de Lyon'

C. moniana

L. poriclymenum

L. tellmanniana

CLEMATIS NT'y&°7r

The queen of the climbers, with a bewildering amount of advice in the textbooks
and a host of varieties in the catalogues. Plant firmly in a spot where the soil around
the roots will be shaded but the stems will be in the sun. The usual advice is to place
stones or low shrubs around the base. Itis the leaf st alks and not the stems which
twine, so provide adequate support. Each year mulch with compost and keep watch
for clemat'S wilt. The affected stems suddenly die — cut out immediately

VARIETIES: The iarje-‘lowered hybrids, growing about 10 ft high, are the oopuiar group. The
biggest blooms you are likely to see will be on W. E. Gladstone' (lavender. June-
September). Favourite varieties include'Nelly Moser'(pale pink, striped red. May-June and
August -September), The President’ (purple, silver reverse. June-September), Jackmanii
Superha (Violet purple July - September), 'Vllle de Lyon’ (red. deeper margin. July-
Octoberi and ‘Vyvyan Pennelll (violet-purple, double. May-July). The smaller-flowered
species are easiest to grow — C. montana (30 It. white. May) is the favourite one — a colour
ful form is rubens. with bronzy leaves and omk flowers. C. tangutica is quite different —
yellow, bell shaped flowers opening in August.C. alpina *s alovely spring-flowering species
The novelty variety C. orlentalls ‘Orange Peel' has thick and spongy petals’

SITE & SOIL. Quite fussy — the soil must te fertile and moist. Chalk is beneficial Sun is
essential for the stems but not for the base or the plant.

PRUNING: Complicated Some require light pruning — spring-flowering ones immediately after
flowering and summer-flowering ones m early spring Varieties which flower m late summer
or autumn need harder pruning — in early spring cut back to within a few inches of previous
year's growth.

PROPAGATION: Laver stems m spring or plant .-.uttmgs m a propagator in summer

C. The President’ C. Nolly Moser

C ‘.angutica C. alpina C. montana rubens

LONICERA HbTa'e

The Honeysuckle has many virtues — it produces masses of colourful, tubular
flowers and it often blooms over along period. It is easy to raise from cuttings and
will grow quite happily in partial shade, not demanding sun on its stems like
Clematis. Above all there is the spicy fragrance but it also has one fault — Lonicera
is arather untidy shrub and therefore usually looks better if left to clamber over
arches and fences or up trees and hedges rather than being clipped and tied into a
neat shape against a house wall.

VARIETIES: Our native Honeysuckle or Woodbine (L. periclymonum produces stems up to 20 ft
long. The flowers appear from June to August — long trumpets which are reddish purple
outside and cream within. The catalogues offer improved varieties — 'Belgica’' blooming in
May and June, and 'Serotina* blooming from July to October. L. japonlica Is a more vigorous
Honeysuckle, usually keeping its eaves over winter but unfortunately often hiding its yellow
flowers in the foliage. Choose the variety ‘Aureoretlculata’ for its yellow-netted leaves L
americana is a vigorous species which is excellent in every way Some books recommend
the red-flowering L. brownii (June-September) and the yellow-flowering L. tellmanmana
(June-July) but they are not scented.

SITE $SOIL, "eriile. moist soil with some shade at the baseof the plant. Thrives in sun or partial
shade.

PRUNING: Remove unwanted stems when flowering isover —at the same time remove some ol
the old stems.

PROPAGATION: Layer stems or plant cuttings in acold frame in summer.

L- americanj

L. iaponica
Aureoreticulata’



HEDERA $

Ivy is regarded by far loo many gardeners as either a useful houseplant or a tree-
damaging weed. If you choose the right variety and prune properly it is a reliable
and colourful climber. The great benefit of Ivy is that it will grow anywhere and it is
evergreen — aproperty shared by very few other climbers. Neither sound brickwork
nor trees are damaged, but you should prune regularly so that the weight of the
plant does not threaten the structure supporting it. Co not forget its use as aground
cover plant — the variegated forms will brighten up the space between deciduous
shrubs in winter. The shape of the leaves of the climbing and flowering strains is
often quite different. The flowers are inconspicuous

VARIETIES: For ground cover choose the largest-leaved Ivy of all. the Persia-, ivy (H. colchicaj
The variety ‘Dentate Variegate' has yellow-edged leaves H. canariensis 'Variegata' Is a
rather similar plant with large, yellow-splashed leaves but the stems are red and It is not
completely hardy in cold districts. For quick cover choose the vigorous Irish Ivy (H.
hibernica). It grows about 12 ft x 12 ft and the glossy, dark green leaves effectively hide
unsightly obiects. The Common Ivy (H. helix) has many colourtul varieties For all-yellow
leaves, choose ‘Buttercup' For a yellow centre there is ‘Goldheart’ and for white veins on a
dark green leaf there is ‘Caenwoodiana’. Common Ivy certainly need not be a dull plant!

SITE & SOIL: Any garden soil will do Thrives in shade, but the variegatec types need some
sunshine.

PRUNING: Keep in check by pruning in spring and summer. Oo not let It grow into house gutters.

PROPAGATION: Remove and plant rooted runners

H. cananonsls H. colchi_ca
‘Vanegata' . ‘Dentals Varicgala’
H. colchica
H. helix H. hibernica H. helin ‘Goldhearl’

JASMINUM J#gie

The popular Winter Jasmine (page 35) is usually
grown against a wall or trellis but it is not a true
climbing shrub. White Jasmine is a climber — its
twining stems will quickly cover an old tree or a
pergola. In summer the clusters of white, trumpet-
shaped flowers appear. It is not completely hardy
and will not survive in a cold, exposed site.

VARIETIES: J. officinale (Common White Jasminei nas
been a cottage garden favourite for hundreds of years.
An improved variety CGrandlIflorum’) is now available
— between July and September pink buds open into
fragrant flowers. The houseplant J. polyanthum is even
more fragrant, but survives in only the mildest areas.

SITE & SOIL: A warm and sunny site is necessary Any
reasonable garden soil will do

PRUNING: Not necessary — remove dead or unwanted
stems after flowering.
PROPAGATION: Layer stems or plant cuttings in a cold J. olticmale

frame in summer J



Ornamental Vine

Vitis is usually grown for its fruit, but several types
are offered for their ornamental vaiue. Species of
Vitis are not self-clinging —they climb by meansof
tendrils so some form of support is necessary The
mam feature of these Ornamental Vines is the
glowing colour of their autumn foliage, but a few
bear clusters of edible grapes.

VARIETIES: The 3lam of the group s V. coigneliae *itn
lobed leaves more than 10 in. across and stems 40 It
long. In autumn the foliage turns golden and then
crimson V. vinlfera Brandt’is a variety of the ordinary
Grape Vine with green leaves which turn red before
they tail. V. vinifera 'Purpurea’ nas -ed leaves *mch
darken lo purple before they (all

SITE 4 SOIL Anv free-draining garden 5c.li - 'he presence
of chalk is beneficial Thrives in sun or parhai shade

PRUNING: Cut back unwanted growth m summer

PROPAGATION: Layer stems in April or plant cuttings In a
cold Irame in late summer.

V. coigneliae

PARTHENOCISSUS 'h9"&0x®

Virginia Creepers are well known — tall and
spreading vines growing on the sides of houses,
the leaves turning bright red in autumn Surpris-
ingly there is a great deal of confusion over their
names — you may find themlisted under Ampelop-
sis or Vitis at the garden centre They need some
support at first, but soon become self-clinging.

VARIETIES. The most popular 'Virginia Creeper isP. tricus
pidata Its proper name is Boston Ivy and It is seen
everywhere The shape of its leaves is variable, but the
foliage is usually 3-lobed on a mature plant The Large
leaved or True Virginia Creeper (P. quinquefolia) grows
20- 40 ft high, each leaf being made up of 5 oval
leaflets. The variegated P. henryana is the most
colourful 0! all the Virginia Creepers.

SITE & SOIL: Fertile, free-draining soil is preferred Thrives
in sun or shade

PRUNING: Remove unwanted growth in early spring.
PROPAGATION: Layer stems in autumn.

WISTERIA W B

A very popular climbing plant —its twining stems
covered with hanging trails of blue flowers are a
familiar sight in May and June. It can be dis-
appointing, however, if you don't take care in selec-
tion, planting and pruning. Use container-grown
plants and choose a sheltered spot. The plant may
remain dormant for several months after trans-
planting.

VARIETIES: The popular one is W. sinensis — a rampant
grower with flower-trails about 9 in. long. It can get out
of hand — not a good choice for ahouse wall as it often
gets into gutters and under roofs. Choose instead the
less vigorous W. floribunda The variety Macrobotrys’
has lilac blue flowertrails 2Vj ft long.

SITE & SOIL: Any reasonable garder soil —dig mcompos;
before planting. Requires full sun.

PRUNING: Cut back current year s aide growths lo about
6in. in July.

PROPAGATION: Layer stems in spring or summer

P. tncuspidata

W. sinensis






CO RTAD E R LA Pampas Grass

Decorative grasses have no place <na Pook on garden Mowers,
but one ol these grasses orocuces aflowering spike which is so
spectacular and sc popular that it deserves 3 place here The
silvery silky piumes of Pampas Grass are about 1  ftlong and
their tips are up to 10 ft above the ground Female plants
produce the jest plumes and the display is always at its best
after a not summer 3iant .n April as a single specimen in 'he
lawn or against a aackground ol dark evergreen foliage. The
Ciuisn green leaves are narrow and arching — wear gloves
when handling them In late autumn cut off the (lowering stems
and *nearly -spring away or ourn the dead leaves.

VARIETIES. C. selloana |C. argentea) grows about 7 ft nigh. Dearing
showy oiumes on stiff stems Tie tallest plants ana the largest
plumes are procuced Oy the /anety Sunningdale Silver — the
plumes 3re more spreading than hose at other varieties. The dwarf
is pumila growing aooui 4 Mhigh and the decorative-leaved form is
’Gold Band' (6 ft). Dearing vetlow-and-green striped foliage

SITE 1 SOIL: ~ny -velt-drainec garden soil will do — thrives in sun or
partial shace

PROPAGATION; Clump. ;an oe dMMd n April oui it is belter to nuy
new plants

C. selloana



