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C H A I R M A N ' S  M E S S A G E

Septem ber 1 1989 represented a tu rn ing  po in t in the h is to ry  o f environm ental 

p ro tection  in England and Wales.

O n  that date, the N ational R ivers A u th o rity  took  up its duties. O v ern igh t the 

N R A  became the strongest environm ental pro tection  agency in E urope, invested 

w ith extensive pow ers and responsibilities by Parliam ent.

T he A uthority  comes in to  existence at a tim e w hen there has never been m ore 

concern about the damage m ankind  inflicts on the natural system s on w hich we 

all depend.

T he responsibilities of the N R A  are far-reaching. Forem ost am ongst them  is to  

con tro l pollu tion  and im prove the quality  o f o u r c o u n try ’s river system s and 

coastal w aters.

The N R A  will do  this by raising env ironm ental aw areness w ith in  industry ,

com m erce, farm ing and am ong the public, and enforcing stric t standards of 

environm ental contro l.

We have both  the resources and the expertise to  be effective, and to  strike a balance 

betw een all the com peting in terests th a t use o u r rivers, at the sam e tim e p rov id ing  

the strongest p ro tection  for the ir p lan ts, and wildlife.

In carrying o u t its duties, as a tough  and effective regulator, th e  N R A  will ensure 

that its standards take full account o f E uropean  C om m unity  guidelines. W e will 

operate openly  by publicising o u r policies and publishing available in fo rm ation .

The Rt. Hon. the 

Lord Crickhowell 

Chairman

The existence o f a pow erful, im partial and independent organisation  w ith  a clear 

sta tu to ry  responsibility  to  carry o u t its duties transform s the w ay in w hich o u r 

w ater environm ent is guarded. It is an im m ense im provem ent on  the arrangem ents 

that have existed before.

T he strength o f the N R A  goes beyond  the au thority  invested in it by Parliam ent 

and the assurances of the G overnm en t th a t it will give us all the necessary suppo rt. 

It taps, as well, the  vast reservoir o f public  op in ion , w ith its s trong  feelings abou t 

the im portance of the env ironm ent. In the years to  com e, the N R A  will use these 

strengths to  ensure that the rivers, lakes, coasts and underg round  w aters o f 

England and Wales are p ro tec ted  and im proved for the sake n o t only  of this 

generation -  bu t of those to  com e.
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GUARDING YORKSHIRE'S WATER ENVIRONMENT

THE WAY AHEAD

O u r  re g io n  is b lessed  w ith  a w o n d e rfu l v a rie ty  o f  rivers, lakes and coastline, and an 

a b u n d a n t  su p p ly  o f  w a te r.

W e  a re  h e re  to  en su re  th a t th e  m a jo rity  o f  riv e rs  are  m ain ta ined  a t th e ir  cu rren t high 

s ta n d a rd  an d  th e  re m a in d e r  im p ro v ed  to  a g o o d  h ea lthy  q u a lity .

In  a d d it io n , o u r  job  is to  en su re  su ffic ien t w a te r  is available to  p ro v id e  the  w ater 

c o m p a n ie s , in d u s tria l and  ag ricu ltu ra l u sers , as w ell as m ain ta in ing  suffic ien t flows 

in th e  riv e r fo r  fish , w ild life  and e n jo y m e n t.

D u r in g  tim es  o f  f lo o d , w e p ro v id e  early  w a rn in g  and o u r  flood  defences need to 

b e  s tro n g .

O u r  v a lu ab le  fish eries  need  to  be p ro te c te d  an d  conserved .

C o n s e rv a t io n  o f  th e  rivers req u ires  th e  reco n c ilia tio n  o f m any d iffe ren t in terests 

a n d  c o n flic tin g  d e m a n d s  by  go o d  m a n ag e m en t.

T h r o u g h o u t  o u r  w o rk , w e w ill seek to  c o n su lt o u r  cu sto m ers  and peop le  on  their 

n e e d s . In  th is  c o n su lta tio n , w e w ill be h e lp ed  b y  o u r  R eg ional C o m m ittees  on  

F lo o d  D efen ce , R ivers A d v iso ry  an d  F ish eries  A dv iso ry .

W ith  s u p p o r t  f ro m  rep re sen ta tiv e s , c u s to m e rs  and th e  pub lic , Y orksh ire’s rivers 

w ill be  w ell g u a rd ed  fo r  th e  fu tu re .
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T H E  W A Y  A H E A D

FOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

We have a key task to  p ro tect and enhance the quality  of Y orkshire’s rivers, 

estuaries, coastal and underground  w aters.

Th« Challenge

M ost of the co u n ty ’s rivers are o f good quality . We give high p rio rity  to  

safeguarding sources o f w ater fo r public supp ly , fisheries and wildlife. T here is, 

how ever, a challenge to  im prove and restore  som e o f the rivers in the densely 

populated parts of the region. T he H u m b er is one of the co u n try ’s largest estuaries 

and is o f international im portance fo r birdlife. T he coastline has great beauty  and 

we w ork to  safeguard the w ater quality  o f the bath ing  beaches.

How we do it

To do this, we set standards for effluent discharges and have a com prehensive 

program m e fo r m onito ring  rivers and o th e r w aters. O u r  P ollu tion  C o n tro l Staff 

regularly inspect discharges of effluent, give advice on  how  to  prevent pollu tion  

and take the necessary legal action w hen standards are no t met. T hey  are geared up 

to  deal quickly w ith pollution incidents, w hen they unfo rtunate ly  occur.

T hey are backed up by team s of biologists, chem ists and o ther scientists, w ho have 

m odern laboratories w ith  state of the art instrum ents. There is an extensive 

com puter data base and m athem atical m odelling plays an im portan t p a rt in the 

m anagem ent o f w ater quality.

Our commitment

W e will be a tough and effective regulator, a lthough realistic in o u r approach  and 

expectations.

We are com m itted  to im proving the  rivers o f Y orkshire and will w ork to  educate 

and advise on the im portance of clean w aters.



T H E  W A Y  A H E A D

FOR FLOOD DEFENCE

W e are  at th e  fo re fro n t in p ro v id in g  a firs t-c la ss  range o f  services fo r flood  

a llev ia tio n , sea defence , f lo o d  w a rn in g  and  p lan n in g  advice. T hese  services have 

a lread y  d ram a tica lly  red u ced  th e  risk  to  life an d  p ro p e r ty  from  flood ing  in 
Y o rk sh ire , and  o u r  fu tu re  ac tiv ities w ill fu r th e r  enhance  th e  qua lity  o f life in flood 

p ro n e  areas.

A full programme

A n o n g o in g  p ro g ra m m e  o f  w o rk s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  R egion prov ides tang ib le  

ev id en ce  o f  th e  q u a lity  and  v o lu m e  o f  ac tiv ity  u n d e rtak en . C u lv e rt reconstruction  

in D e w sb u ry  and H u d d e rs f ie ld , riv e r ch an n e l im p ro v em en ts  in T o d m o rd en  and 

K e ig h ley ,a n d  flo o d  e m b a n k m e n ts  an d  w alls a long  th e  rivers H u ll and W h arfe , are 

ju s t a se lec tio n  o f th e  m an y  schem es u n d e r  c o n s tru c tio n  using  b o th  o u r  o w n  people 

an d  c o n tra c to r s . T h e re  is a full p ro cess  o f  co n su lta tio n  w ith  conserva tion  groups 

an d  all sch em es are  designed  to  m ax im ise  th e  benefits  to  conserva tion  and  the 

e n v iro n m e n t.

Maintenance and Operations

A fu ll m a in ten an ce  p ro g ra m m e  en su re s  th a t flood  defences are kep t in good  order, 

r iv e r  ch an n e ls  have ad eq u a te  c ap ac ity  an d  o u r  p u m p in g  sta tions, flood  con tro l 

ga tes an d  tida l b a rr ie rs  are fu lly  o p e ra tio n a l in the  even t o f  any flood  flow s in the 

R eg io n . In s ta lla tio n s  are c o n n ec ted  to  a R eg io n -w id e  te lem etry  system  th ro u g h  

w h ic h  d a ta  is co llec ted  and  an a ly sed  cen tra lly  to  en su re  m axim um  o p era tiona l 

e ffic ien cy . T h e  R e g io n ’s fixed and  m o b ile  m echanical p lan t and elec tron ic  

e q u ip m e n t is m a in ta in ed  b y  o u r  o w n  sk illed  craftsm en  and  technicians.

Flood Warning

T h e  o p e ra tio n a l ro le  o f  th e  R eg ion  in f lo o d  defence is far reaching. T h e re  is a 

c o m p re h e n s iv e  flo o d  w a rn in g  serv ice , w h ich  u tilises sta te  o f th e  art technology , 

in c lu d in g  w e a th e r  rad a r , te le m e try  and  flow  fo recasting  m odels. T h is  service 

p ro v id e s  th e  earlies t poss ib le  w a rn in g  o f  im p en d in g  floods to  local police forces, 

w h o  w a rn  th e  p u b lic  o f  im m in e n t d a n g e rs  o f  h igh river levels, o r  th rea ts  o f flooding 

fro m  th e  sea. S im u ltan eo u sly , f lo o d  d efence  in sta lla tions w ith in  th e  R egion are 

m an n e d  an d  flo o d  defences p a tro lle d .

T h e  f lo o d  w a rn in g  serv ice is c o n tin u a lly  be in g  im proved  th ro u g h  th e  effo rts  of a 

team  o f  In fo rm a tio n  T ech n o lo g y  Specia lis ts, to  en su re  th a t Y orksh ire  rem ains one 

o f  th e  lead in g  o rg a n isa tio n s  in th is  fie ld .

Regional Overview

L ess h ig h  p ro file , b u t n o n e th e le ss  c ru c ia l areas o f ac tiv ity  include the  provision of 

lan d  d ra in ag e  advice to  all local p la n n in g  a u th o ritie s  in re lation  to  industria l and 

re s id en tia l d e v e lo p m e n t and  a g en era l su p erv isio n  w ith in  Y orkshire o f w orks by 

o th e r  b o d ie s  a ffec ting  flo o d  defen ce  an d  land  drainage.
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T H E  W A Y  A H E A D

FOR WATER RESOURCES

M anaging w ater resources involves a w ide range of tasks and responsibilities. F rom  

the collection of data to  the publication  of records, we are responsible fo r  the 

m anagem ent and con tro l o f the  use of surface and underg round  w ater th ro u g h o u t 

Yorkshire.

Resource Planning

We w ork closely w ith w ater com panies to  develop plans to  m eet fu tu re  needs fo r 

w ater.

Records are collected and collated from  a netw ork  of rainfall and clim ate sta tions, 

together w ith flow  m easurem ent o f the rivers.

Aquifer Management

O u r hydrogeologists have built up a com prehensive understand ing  of the  

behaviour of aquifers. R egular m on itoring  of g roundw ater levels, boreho le  logging 

and test pum ping, provides vital data for m anaging and p lanning the developm ent 

of underground  w ater.

An aquifer p ro tection  policy has been developed to  safeguard g ro u n d w ate r quality . 

Increasing concentration  of n itra te  in g roundw ater has highlighted the need for 

pilot studies in sensitive areas to  assess the effects o f agriculture on  g roundw ater 

quality.

A bstraction  of w ater from  surface and underg round  sources fo r public supp ly , 

industry  and agriculture, is con tro lled  to  conserve w ater and ensure adequate  levels 

in rivers and underg round  aquifers.



T H E  W A Y  A H E A D

FOR FISHERIES

W e have  a m o s t ch a llen g in g  ro le  in m ain ta in in g , im p ro v in g  and develop ing  this 

v a lu ab le  re so u rce .

Y o rk sh ire  has a w o n d e rfu l v a rie ty  o f  fre sh w a te r fish in its area. In th e  u p p e r  reaches 

o f  th e  riv e rs , m an y  o f  w h ich  are  in N a tio n a l P arks, w ild  b ro w n  tro u t and grayling 

a b o u n d . L o w e r  d o w n , w h e re  th e  rivers flow  th ro u g h  fla tte r, fertile  land , coarse 

fish  like th e  c h u b , b a rb e l, ro ach  an d  b ream , th rive. T h e re  is a com m ercia l eel 

fish e ry  in th e  H u m b e r  E s tu a ry  and  sa lm on  and sea tr o u t are taken  by  net o ff the 

c o a s tlin e . T h e y  are  a lre ad y  w ell e stab lish ed  in the R iver E sk , b u t salm on  are 

r e tu rn in g  in in creasin g  n u m b e rs  to  th e  o th e r  rivers o f Y orksh ire  th ro u g h  the  

H u m b e r  E s tu a ry .

W e m a in ta in , im p ro v e  and  d ev e lo p  th is  u n iq u e  fishery  resou rce , and have a 

p ro fe ss io n a l team  in c lu d in g  bailiffs and  sc ien tists , w ith  considerab le  expertise  in 

fish e rie s  m an ag e m en t. T h e ir  w o rk  inc ludes p a tro llin g  to  en fo rce  law s and  byelaws, 

and  s to p p in g  p o a c h in g  on  th e  va lu ab le  salm on  fisheries, fish p o p u la tio n  

m o n ito r in g , d isease d iag n o s is , fish rescues, giving m anagem en t advice, and 

a d m in is te r in g  th e  licensing  and  co n sen ts  system .

W e ru n  a fish  fa rm  n e a r  P ick e rin g , th a t n o t on ly  p ro d u ces  th o u san d s  o f rainbow  

an d  th e  n a tiv e  b ro w n  t r o u t ,  b u t specialises in b reed ing  g ray ling  and  the  rare  and 

b ea u tifu l a rc tic  c h a rr , w h ic h  it is h o p e d  w ill becom e estab lished  and b reed  in 

Y o rk sh ire .

B u t, w e  d o  n o t and  in d eed  c a n n o t, w o rk  in iso la tion . T h e  close w o rk in g  links with 

an g lin g  c lu b s , f ish e ry  o w n e rs  and  o th e r  in te rests  are vital in achieving the  com m on 

g oal o f  a b e tte r  aq u a tic  en v iro n m e n t.
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Conservation

T he hills, valleys and rivers of Y orkshire are of great beauty , rich in w ildlife and 

historical places. W e have a crucial role to  play in conserving this heritage.

In all ou r w ork , we m ust, w here possible, enhance the conservation o f natural 

beauty, plants and animals. T he protection  of archaeological, historical and 

architectural features is equally im portan t.

Extensive ecological surveys are undertaken, so th a t the im pact of developm ents on 

the environm ent can be determ ined. A rrangem ents have been m ade fo r effective 

consultation  w ith conservation and o ther groups, w ith w hom  we are pleased to 

w ork.

I We are com m itted to  p ro tecting  and enhancing the beauty  and w ildlife of

Y orkshire’s Rivers, and will p rom ote the im portance o f conservation  th ro u g h  the 

provision of advice, education and practical p rojects.
I

Recreation

We have a vital role to  play in all areas of recreation on and a round  Y orkshire’s 

rivers. W ith increasing leisure activities and access to  the countryside, w e are fully 

aware of o u r responsibility  to  provide for the fu ture .

There are already car parks, picnic areas and b ird-w atch ing  hides, in addition  

angling and boating are catered for on m any o f the w aters.

M any people like to  escape to  the countryside and w alk , o r sim ply be near water. 

We shall be looking fo r every op p o rtu n ity  to  develop facilities fo r people, in 

harm ony w ith o u r conservation aims and w ith o th e r recreational interests.

T H E  W A Y  A H E A D

FOR CONSERVATION & RECREATION

►
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NRA YORKSHIRE REGION

Park Square Office:
21 Pork Square South
Leeds

LSI2QG
W Leeds (05321440191 
Fox (05321461889 

Olym pia H ouse Office 
and  Laboratories:

GeMerdRood
Leeds
LS126DD

W Leeds(0532)440191 
Fox: (0532) 795034 

H exthorpe Office:

BromwithRoad
Hexthorpe
Doncaster
DN40HZ

Tel : Doncaster (03021859121 
Fax: (03021856115

Skeldergate Office 
and Laboratory:

48SUfegate
Yodc
YOl 1HL

lei York (09041636951 
Fax (0904)610001

Regional 24 ho u r Em ergency
Tel N o :  Leeds <0532) 440191

N A T I O N A L  R I V E  R S  A U T H O R I T Y

YORKSHIRE REGION

GENERAL MANAGER 

FLOOD DEFENCE MANAGER 

ENVIRONMENT MANAGER 

FISHERIES & RECREATION MANAGER 

WATER RESOURCES MANAGER 

FINANCE MANAGER 

SECRETARY A SOLICITOR 

PERSONNEL & PRODUCTIVITY MANAGER 

PRESS & PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY MANAGER

EMPLOYtlS 531

LflY Y  M AM  A/1CD

Ken Newham 
Bernard Marsden 
Tony Edwards 
John Shillcock 
Dick Franklin 
Steve Astley 
Garry Greenla; 
Alan M eredith  

Lucy Aspinall 
John Neat

i NORTH SEA
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