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INTRODUCTION

Redd counts were carried out by the Bailiff Force on the major rivers and their tributaries 
in the Northumbria Region during November and December 1993. The results are 
summarized in tables and graphs and a short discussion is included.

Unfortunately flood conditions prevented an accurate count in many rivers with many redds 
being levelled off. Because of this and the fragmentary nature of earlier data, results from 
the 1993 survey have not been compared with those of previous years. In future years the 
same sites will be counted to build up a full data base.

Habitat data was also collected as part of the redd counting programme.
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1993 - REDD COUNT

RIVER WEAR

SA ST BT

Cowshill NY855403 4
(28/11/93)

Wearhead NY857397
(28/11/93)

Brotherlee NY926379
(28/11/93)

Stanhope Ford NY991393 2

Pairs of sea trout were also abserved on Bollihope Bum, Horsley Bum, Waskerley Beck 
and Spurlswood Beck.
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1993 REDD COUNT

SA ST

♦ Melkidge NY732632 2 ■

(21/11/93)

Settlingstones Bum 
(25/11/93)

NY876672-
NY864683

- 3

River Allen 
(5/12/93)

NY828568 - 20

Haltwhistle Bum 
(21/12/93)

NY717637- 
NY714638

- 7

Snope Bum 
(5/12/93)

NY685552 - 18

Thin hope Bum 
(3/12/93)

NY682550-
NY663538

- 70

Thomhope Bum 
(3/12/93)

NY686516-
NY685508

- 112

Barhaugh Bum NY681513- • 19
(8/12/94) NY702523

Gilderdale Bum NY705489- 178
(6/12/93) NY689468

Black Bum, Alston 
(3/12/93)

NY704431 - 35

*  =  Main river site.
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1993 - REDD COUNT

RIVER NORTH TYNE
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1993 REDD COUNT

(22/12/93)
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R.BIyth Redd Counts  1 9 9 3
Main River
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1993 - REDD COUNT 

RIVER WANSBECK

(22/12/93)
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R.Wansbeck Redd Counts 1993
Main River

SITE
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Buckhams Walls 
(12/12/93)

Carshope
(12/12/93)

Bygate
(12/12/93)

Alwinton
(12/12/93)

Sharperton
(21/12/93)

Caistron
(21/12/93)

Rothbury
(21/12/93)

Pauperhaugh
(21/12/93)

Weldon
(21/12/93)

Elyhaugh

Felton

Warkworth

* Usway Bum 
(31/12/93)

1993 - REDD COUNT 

RIVER COQUET
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DISCUSSION

The 1993 redd count was severely affected by poor weather conditions and so the data 
should be considered as qualitative information only. Excessive water levels levelled off 
many redds in most catchments with only the Tyne system being studied in any detail.

The River Tees showed low numbers of salmon and sea trout redds in the Clow Beck but 
no other redds were observed within the Tees system. The count was affected by high 
turbidity and rising water levels.

Low numbers of salmonid redds were recorded on the main River Wear and pairs of sea 
trout were also observed in the Bollihope Bum, Horsley Bum, Waskerley Beck and 
Spurlswood Beck. J

Salmon redds were observed at only one site on the main River South Tyne although many 
sea trout redds were recorded in the tributaries. Again heavy flooding made counting 
difficult, but the Thomhope Bum, Gilderdale Bum and the Thinhope Bum all showed large 
numbers of sea trout redds.

The North Tyne showed a high level of salmon and sea trout spawning particularly at 
Ridley Stokoe and Newton. However a true count was impossible due to overlapping 
redds. Both sites are known salmon spawning grounds with large areas o f  suitable gravel. 
At Ridley Stokoe fourteen redds were left dry when releases from Keilder were at a 
minimum. Salmon redds were observed on the Tarset Bum but none on the Chirdon Bum, 
although flood conditions prevented an accurate count.

Few redds were recorded on the River Blyth but this is only to be expected as many areas 
of the river are slow-flowing and silty and therefore of. limited spawning potential, No 
salmon redds were found on the River, undoubtedly due to the presence o f  Humford Dam 
which presents an impassable barrier in most flow conditions.

Sea trout redds were observed on the river Wansbeck at Morpeth Stepping Stones and 
Highford Dam, but most redds were levelled off after heavy flooding.

Flow conditions badly affected the River Coquet counts, with very few sites showing many 
redds. Unfortunately only one tributary site could be surveyed, as4in previous years 
outstanding numbers of redds have been recorded within the Coquet system.

Unfortunately, flooding prevented counts on the Rivers Rede and Ain and all the Northern 
Burhs.

The data collected can not be compared to results obtained in previous years, as the rivers 
conditions prevented accurate counts. However, redds were observed on may of the known 
salmonid spawning sites, indicating the continuing return of the adult fish to the Regions 
rivers.


