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The N a t i o n a l  R i v e r s  A u t h o r i t y

In  d r y  s u m m e r s  spray  i r r ig a t io n  c a n  have a s ig n if ic a n t  
i m p a c t  o n  r iver  f lows. P a r t  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  River A u t h o r i t y ’s 
ro le  is to  p r o t e c t  w a te r  re s o u rc e s  f ro m  o v e r-p u m p in g .  C a r e 

ful t h o u g h t  a n d  p l a n n i n g  are  e s se n t ia l  t o  en sure  water  is 

a v a i la b le  fo r  e v e ry o n e ,  so  a n y o n e  w h o  w an ts  to  take  water 
f ro m  a river,  c a n a l ,  r e s e rv o i r  o r  b o r e h o le  m u s t  have a licence 
t o  d o  so.

T h e  l ic e n ce  will  s ta te :
1) w h e re  a b s t r a c t i o n  c a n  tak e  p la ce

2) t h e  l a n d  o n  w h ic h  th e  w a te r  is t o  be  used
3) h o w  m u c h  w a te r  c a n  be  t a k en
4) h o w  th e  w a te r  is to  b e  t a k e n  e.g. by  p u m p  o r  g rav ity  feed
5) h o w  it is t o  be  m e a s u re d
6) a n y  spec ia l  c o n d i t i o n s  w h ic h  m a y  app ly  e.g.: w h en  
r i v e r  f l o w  fa l l s  b e l o w  a c e r t a i n  level  a b s t r a c t i o n  
m u s t  s to p .

How much w ater  wi ll  I need? T h is  will d e p e n d  o n  th e  c ro p  
a n d  th e  a rea  t o  be  i r r ig a te d .  S p ec ia l is t  adv ice  m ay  be 
n e e d e d  f ro m  th e  A g r ic u l tu r a l  D e v e lo p m e n t  A d v iso ry  
S e rv ic e  (A D A S )  o f  th e  M i n i s t r y  o f  A g r ic u l tu re ,  F isheries  
a n d  F o o d  o r  o t h e r  a g r ic u l tu ra l  spec ia l is ts .  O n c e  y o u  kno w  
h o w  m u c h  w a te r  y o u  will  n e e d  we c a n  assess th e  ava i lab i l i ty  
o f  t h a t  a m o u n t .

Where can the water come from? Rivers, cana ls  an d  reservoirs 
are surface water  resources  a n d  wells a n d  boreh o les  are 
g roun dw ater  resources. Spray ir riga tion  water m ay com e 
f ro m  any o f  these.

Rivers and streams T h e se  m ay inc lude  a n y th in g  f ro m  a 
m a jo r  river to  a small d ra inage  system . A licence to  take 
w a ter  from here may be sub jec t  to  a p rescr ibed  flow 
c o n d i t io n  in o rd e r  to m a in ta in  th e  flow a n d  pro tec t  existing 
users. This m e an s  ab st rac t io n  is l im ite d  to  periods  w hen 
th e  flow in th e  river o r  s tream  is above a set rate. This  
m ay  be related to  one  o f  o u r  g aug ing  sta t ions  o r  to  a local 
m easu rin g  weir installed by the user.

Reservoirs A n  off-s tream  reservo ir  can allow water to  be 
tak en  from a source a n d  s tored  for  fu tu re  use. T h is  water 
m a y  be used even after we have res tric ted  abs trac t ion  from 
th e  original source.

O n -s t ream  reservoirs  m a y  p rov ide  a n o th e r  source  but 
w o u ld  be sub jec t  to the  same p resc r ib ed  flow c o n d i t io n  as 
th e  watercourse unless  expensive by-pass a r rang em en ts  
can  be incorp ora ted  to  m a in t a in  s tream  flows. A licence will 
be  needed  to  o b s t ru c t  o r  stop th e  flow a n d  a n o th e r  to  take 
w a ter  from th e  reservoirs.



The N a t i o n a l  R i ver s  A u t h o r i t y

Canals These  are generally m a n ag ed  by British Waterways 
Board (BW B) an d  you m u s t  have a co n trac t  f ro m  them  
before y ou  can take water f ro m  a canal .  BWB will ob ta in  
a licence from  us.

Groundwater  You m u s t  have a c o n s e n t  f ro m  us to  
c o n s truc t  an d  tes t  p u m p  th e  bo reh o le  o r  well before we 
can  issue a l ice nce .  C o n t a c t  a d r i l l in g  c o n t r a c to r  for 
m ore  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  th e  a c tu a l  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a 
borehole.

In som e cases a licence m ay be issued subjec t to a t im e 
lim it o r  with th e  p roviso  th a t  c o m p en sa t io n  discharges 
are m ad e  in to  a river o r  s t ream  d u r in g  low flows.

G ro u n dw a te r  a b s trac t ion  m ay  c o n t in u e  even after restric
tions  have been im p o se d  o n  surface sources in the  area.

T he  o n ly  sources  unlikely  to  be restric ted  d u r in g  long 
pe riods  o f  d ry  weather  are g ro un d w a te r  a n d  off-stream 
reservoirs that have been filled w hen  res tric tions  were 
no t  im po sed .

T hese  charges m ay  be re d u c ed  by ap p ly in g  for  one  o t  th e  
various  form s o f  relief available.

Measurement M easu r in g  th e  a m o u n t  o f  water  taken  is a 
c o n d i t io n  o f  a l icence so a n y  schem e m u s t  a l low  for a s u i t 
able m e te r  to  be installed .  M e te r  read ings  m u s t  be 
s u b m i t t e d  to  us a n d  charges  for the  a m o u n t  o f  water  taken  
may be  based  o n  these readings.

T h e  licence h o ld e r  is responsible  for th e  in s ta l la t io n  an d  
m a in te n a n c e  o f  the  meter. O u r  field s ta f f  c o n d u c t  r a n d o m  
inspec t ions  o f  b o th  m e ters  and  reco rd s  to  en su re  any 
special l icence c o n d i t io n s  are adhered  to.

If  th e  term s o f  a licence are n o t  c o m p l ie d  w ith  we can 
p rosecu te .

Applications O u r  licence app lica t ion  form s are free, but 
the  p ropo sa l  m u s t  be advertised  tw ice in a local new spaper  
an d  o n c e  in th e  L o n d o n  Gazette  b e fo re  a fo rm al  ap p l ic 
a t io n  is m ade. T h is  allows interested p a r t ie s  t im e  to  inspec t  
the  a p p l ica t io n  form a n d  an y  o th e r  re lev an t  d o c u m e n ts .

Charges Licences for spray i r r iga t ion  are charged  at a rate For a licence ap p l ica t io n  form o r  fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n  
based  o n  the source ,  water  q u a l i ty  an d  licensed quantity .  co n ta c t  the re levan t  N R A  office l is ted  overleaf.



E n v ir o n m e n t  Ag e n c y

NATIONAL LIBRARY & 
IN FO RM A TIO N  SERVICE

HEAD OFFICE

Rio House, Waterside Drive, 
Aztec West. Almondsbury, 

Bristol BS32 4UD

Severn catchment below River Teme confluence 
including River Avon:

Lower Severn Area Office, 
Riversmeet House, Newtown Industrial Estate, 

Northway Lane, Tewkesbury GL20 7JG. 
Telephone: (0684) 850951

Severn catchment down to and including 
River Teme confluence:

Upper Severn Area Office, Hafren House, 
Shelton, Shrewsbury S Y3 8BJ. 

Telephone: (0743) 272828

Trent catchment down to and including 
River Dove confluence:

Upper Trent Area Office, Sentinel House, 
Wellington Crescent, Fradley Park, 

Lichfield WS13 8RR.
Telephone: (0543) 444141

Trent catchment below River Dove confluence: 
Lower Trent Area Office, Trentside, 
Scarrington Road, West Bridgford, 

Nottingham NG2 5FA.
Telephone: (0602) 455722

Headquarters: Sapphire East, 550 Streetsbrook 
Road, Solihull, West Midlands B9IIQT 

Telephone: 021-711 2324

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

NRA
Severn-Trent Region

055538


