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N a t i o n a l  R i ve r s  A u t h o r i t y

T h e  River T em e  rises in the Kerry Hills 

in M id -W a le s  f rom  a small s p r in g  in 

Bryn C o ch  quarry at Cilfaesty Hill,  460  

m e t re s  ( 1 , 5 1 0  feet)  

a b o v e  sea level a n d  

remains a top  quality 

river  t h r o u g h o u t  its 

1 2 2  k i lo m e t r e s  (7 6  

miles), journey to the 

River Severn.

A very rural river, it 

passes th r o u g h  on ly  

three market towns - 

K n i g h t o n ,  L u d l o w  

and  T enb u ry  Wells.

M an y  tributaries join 

the T em e ,  inc lud ing  

th e  r iv e rs  C l u n ,

O n n y ,  C o r v e  a n d  

Rea and  larger brooks 

such as the Ledwyche,

K yre ,  S apey ,  L e igh  a n d  L a n g h e r n e .

T h e  c a t c h m e n t  area o f  1 ,6 4 0  s q u a re  

k i l o m e t r e s  ( 6 3 3  s q u a r e  m i le s )  is 

surrounded  by hills and the T em e  flows 

o u t  o f  t h e  K e r r y  H i l l s  p a s t  t h e  

Stiperstones, the Long M ynd ,  the Clee 

Hills, the W oodbury-A nkerd ine  Ridge,

T h e  Suckley Hills and finally u nd er  the 

Malvern.

The

T H E  T E M E  C A T C H M E N T  

T H E T E M E ' S  C O U R S E

T h e  T e m e  rises as just a tiny trickle but 

q u ic k ly  i t  p ic k s  u p  m o r e  m o o r l a n d

streams and has grown considerably by 

t h e  t i m e  it  r e a c h e s  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  

Beguildy 12 kilometres downstream . 

F ro m  here  it f lows six k i lo m e tre s  to  

K n ighton, a busy market town o f  ab ou t  

3 ,0 0 0  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  t h e  W e lsh  n a m e  

Tref-y-C lawdd m ean ing  the  ‘ Town o n  

the D y k e’. T h is  is a reference to OfFa’s 

D y k e ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c  b o r d e r  b e t w e e n

1

England a n d  Wales.

T e n  k i l o m e t r e s  b e lo w  K n i g h t o n ,  is 

B ra m p to n  B ry a n ,  t h e  f irs t  v i l lage  in 

E n g l a n d  o n  th e  T e m e .

T h e  c a s t l e  h e r e  h a s  a 

c h e q u e r e d  h i s t o r y  a n d  

w a s  b e s i e g e d  o n  a 

n u m b e r  o f  o c c a s i o n s  

d u r in g  the Civil W ar .

T h e  River C lu n  joins the 

T e m e  a t  L e in tw a r d in e .

Its river b ridge has been 

r e p a i r e d  a n d  r e b u i l t  

m a n y  t i m e s  a f t e r  

s u f f e r in g  d a m a g e  f ro m  

f l o o d s ,  it  s t a n d s  ju s t  

u p s t r e a m  f ro m  th e  o ld  

R o m an  ford.

B elow  L e in tw a r d in e ,  at 

K n a c k l e s t o n e ,  is an  

e x c e l l e n t  e x a m p l e  o f  a 

newly formed O x -b o w  lake.

F r o m  L e i n t w a r d i n e  t o  L u d l o w  t h e  

I e m e  passes t h r o u g h  a w o o d e d  

l im e s to n e  gorge  b e tw e e n  T a t t e r i d g e  

Hill a n d  the B ringew ood C hase .  T h e  

D o w n t o n  G o r g e  is n o w  a N a t i o n a l  

N a tu r e  Reserve a n d  a S i te  o f  Special  

Scientific Interest.
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7 he  N a  t i  o n a I R i v e r s  A u t h o r i t y  
T H E  T E M E  C A T C H M E N T

O n  lea v in g  th e  gorge ,  the  r iver  passes 

b e l o w  D o w n t o n  C a s t le ,  b e lo w  w h ic h  

t h e  o r n a t e  B r i n g e w o o d  F o r g e  b r i d g e  

crosses th e  T e m e .  It was des ig n ed  a n d  

b u i l t  b y  T h o m a s  P r i t c h a r d  as a s to n e  

replica o f  the  I ro n  B ridge  th a t  spans  th e  

R iver  Severn.

A t  B r o m f i e l d ,  n o r t h  o f  L u d l o w ,  t h e

trade  w ith  the T e m e  d r iv ing  m an y  mills 

in the  tow n.

D o w n s t re am  o f  Ludlow , the villages o f  

A s h f o r d  B o w d l e r  a n d  A s h f o r d  

C a r b o n e l l  face ea c h  o t h e r  across th e  

T e m e .  At Ashford  Bowdler, part  o f  the 

c h u r c h  o f  S t  A n d r e w s  fell in to  t h e  

T e m e  in 1906, tak ing  w ith  it the altar,

B r i d g e  a t  T e n b u r y  W e l l s

River O n n y  jo ins  th e  T e m e  a n d  in the  

to w n  t h e  R iv e r  C o r v e  jo in s  f ro m  th e  

w e s t  a f t e r  d r a i n i n g  t h e  lo c a l  b e a u t y  

spo ts  o f  C o rv ed a le  a n d  W e n lo c k  Edge. 

L u d l o w  is a s h o w p i e c e  a m o n g  

S h r o p s h i r e  t o w n s  a n d  in t h e  M i d d l e  

Ages was th e  c e n t re  o f  the British wool

c h o i r  s ta l l s  a n d  p u l p i t .  T h e r e  is a 

w o rk in g  mill o n  th e  river here w h ich  

dates back to D om esday .

Because Ashford  weir is an obstacle to 

m i g r a t i n g  s a l m o n  o n  t h e i r  w ay  

ups tream  to  spaw n, a fish pass has been 

bu il t  here.

Eight kilom etres upstream  o f  T en b u ry  

W ells,  ab o v e  L itt le  H e re fo rd ,  are the 

r e m a in s  o f  a th r e e  a rc h e d  a q u e d u c t  

which originally carried a canal that was 

built  to move coal, from the  coalfields 

at M am b le  to Leominster. C om ple ted  

in 1 7 9 5 ,  it was n e v e r  u s e d  a n d  t h e  

cen tre  arch  was b lo w n  up d u r in g  the  

second world war.

J u s t  w e s t  o f  T e n b u r y  W e l l s ,  t h e  

Ledwyche Brook meets the T e m e  after 

a jou rney  a ro u n d  the west o f  the C lee  

Hills.

O n  C lee  Hill  are several radar  aerials, 

o n e  o f  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  r a i n f a l l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  fo r  u se  b y  w e a t h e r  

forecasters and  the N R A  in the issue o f  

flood warnings.

T e n b u ry  is an ancient tow n which was 

g r a n t e d  a c h a r t e r  in 1249 .  In 1 8 3 9  

mineral water springs were accidentally 

d i s c o v e r e d  a t  T e n b u r y  a n d  w e re  

r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  t h e i r  h e a l i n g  

propert ies .  T h e  benefi t  o f  the waters 

were made available to the public b u t  it 

w as  n o t  u n t i l  1911 t h a t  any a t t e m p t  

was  m a d e  to  p o p u la r i s e  the  spa.  By 

then ,  spas had  ceased to  be fashionable 

a n d  the bu ild in g  finally closed for the 

purpose in 1939.
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The  N a t i o n a l  R i v e r s  A u t h o r i t y  
T H E  T E M E  C A T C H M E N T

T h e  ancient s tone bridge spann ing  the T h e  T e m e  m e an d e rs  o n  t h r o u g h  the  th e  O sebury  G a p ,  close th e  A 4 4  road

river was improved by T h o m as  T elford  Shelsleys, h o m e  to  the  w o rld  f a m o u s  bridge. River flow is m easured  from  a

in  1814  a n d  w id en ed  again in 1908. m o to r  ca r  hill c l im b ,  Shelsley W alsh ,  cableway just do w nstream  o f  the  bridge.

T h e  b r i d g e  f o r m s  t h e  b o u n d a r y  w h ich  was es tabl ished in 1904 a n d  is A perfect example o f  an old established

between Shropshire and Worcestershire. t h e  o ld e s t  m o t o r  ca r  race  c i r c u i t  in a n d  mature ox-bow  lake can  be  fo u n d

T e n b u r y  W e l l s ,  ‘T h e  T o w n  in  t h e  Britain. at  Catheridge, five k ilom etres  f rom  the

seen a short  distance dow nstream  o f  the 

bridge.

O r c h a r d s ’, w a s  b u i l t  a c ro s s  t h e  T h e  fertile valley o f  the T e m e  a n d  the co n flu en ce  o f  the  R iver  Sev ern .  T h e  

floodplain o f  the T em e  and as a result flat wide flood plain from T e n b u ry  to river cut th ro u g h  the neck o f  th e  loop 

has suffe red  f ro m  severe f lo o d in g  for Powick m a d e  this m ajor  h o p  g ro w in g  in the m id -1950  s, m ak in g  it a valuable 

m a n y  ce n tu r ie s .  A cab lew ay  used in area o f  W orces te rsh ire .  I he riverside a n d  e x c e l l e n t  w i l d  l i f e  r e f u g e ,  

m easuring the flow o f  the river can be meadows were h o p  yards until the  late In te re s t in g  c o m p a r i s o n s  can  be  m a d e

197 0 ’s. be tw een  th e  newly fo rm e d  o x -b o w  at

A t  K n i g h t w i c k ,  t h e  T e m e  v a l l e y  Knacklestone an d  the  4 0  year o ld  ox- 

S ix  k i l o m e t r e s  b e lo w  T e n b u r y ,  a t  n a rrow s as th e  r iver  squeezes th r o u g h  b o w  here.

N e w n h am  Bridge, the River Rea enters 

th e  T e m e  d ra in in g  the waters  o f f  the  

east side o f  the Clee Hills and  the town 

o f  C leobury  M ortim er.

Jus t beyond here at Eastham is a three 

arched brick  bridge, build  in 1793, it 

h a s  r o u n d e l s  in  t h e  s p a n d r e l s  ( t h e  

triangular surface between the arches).

T w o  bridges span the river at Stanford 

B r id g e .  T h e  m o d e r n  c o n c r e t e  o n e  

rep la ced  an  o ld  s ing le  sp an  p re -c a s t  

co ncre te  arch ed  bridge  build  in 1906  

an d  at the  t im e at 28 metres, was the  

longest single span in the world at tha t  

d a te .  T h e  old  b r id g e  is a s c h e d u le d

m o n u m e n t .  S t a m f o r d  O l d  B r i d g e  a t  A s h f o r d  C a r b o n e l l

3



A f u r t h e r  k i l o m e t r e  d o w n s t r e a m  t h e  

Leigh B ro ok ,  o n e  o f  th e  loveliest small 

t r ib u ta r ie s  en ters  th e  river after d r a in in g  

th e  M a lv e rn  Hills.

F u r th e r  o n ,  the T e m e  passes u n d e r  th e  

m a in  H e re fo rd  to  W o rc e s te r  t r u n k  road  

a t  B r a n s f o r d .  H e r e ,  t h e  r o a d  f lo o d s  

m o s t  w in te r s  a n d  th e  n e a rb y  Fox I n n ,  

r e g u la r ly  ge ts  c u t  o f f  by  f lo o d  w a te r s  

m a k i n g  it  p r o b a b ly  th e  m o s t  f lo o d e d  

p u b  in W orces te rsh ire .

At P o w ick ,  near  the  co n f lu en c e  w i th  the  

S e v e r n ,  t h e  r iver  o n c e  h a d  its  p o w e r  

h a rn e s s e d  to  g enera l  h y d ro  e lec tr ic i ty .  

O n  th e  b an k s  o f  th e  T e m e  near  th e  old 

P o w ic k  b r id g e  s ta n d s  th e  w o r ld 's  first 

h y d r o  e lec tr ic  p o w e r  s t a t io n .  B u il t  in 

1 8 9 4  a n d  c lo sed  in 1 9 2 5 ,  t h e  p o w e r  

g e n e r a t e d  o n c e  lit t h e  s t re e t  l ig h ts  o f  

W o rc e s te r  C ity .

T h e  n e w  P o w i c k  b r i d g e  c a r r i e s  t h e  

A 4 4 9  r o a d  o n  t o  t h e  M a l v e r n s  a n d  

b e y o n d .  This o r n a t e  cas t  i ro n  b r id g e  

b u i l t  in  1 8 3 7  h a s  t w o  g a i ly  p a i n t e d  

c o a t s - o f - a r m s  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  

pa rape ts .

A  k i lo m e tre  fu r th e r  o n  th e  T e m e  en ters  

t h e  R i v e r  S e v e r n ,  d o w n s t r e a m  o f  

W o rc e s te r .

Th e N a t i o n a l  R i v e r s  Au t h o r i t y

T H E  T E M E  C A T C H M E N T  

W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y  A N D  Q U A N T I T Y

T h r o u g h o u t  its l e n g th  th e  T em e  is a 

to p  q u a l i ty  river su i tab le  for d r ink ing  

w ater  supp ly  an d  capable o f  supporting  

g am e o r  o th e r  high class fisheries. T h e  

T e m e ’s t r i b u t a r i e s  a r e  m a in ly  t o p

K n ig h to n  has been b u r n in g  since th e  

end o f  O c to b e r  1989, an d  gives cause 

for c o n c e r n  b u t  has n o t  a ffected  th e  

River T em e .  However,  the Ffrwdwen 

B ro o k  w h ic h  flows u n d e r  t h e  site is 

c o n t a m i n a t e d  fo r  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d

quality  rivers w i th  on ly  the  Leigh B rook 

and  Laugherne  Brook falling to Class 2 

(water suitable for d r in k in g  water after 

a d v a n c e d  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  c a p ab le  o f  

s u p p o r t i n g  r e a s o n a b l y  go o d  c o a r s e  

fisheries) for pa rt  o f  the ir  length.

N e a r  th e  h e a d w a te rs ,  a tyre d u m p  at

m e t r e s  d o w n s t r e a m .  T h e  N R A  

m on ito rs  the  situation closely.

T h e  T e m e  is l i t t l e  a f f e c t e d  by  

abstrac t ion  and sewage w orks  effluent. 

It is now unusual for the reaches above 

K n i g h t o n  to  d r y  u p  n a t u r a l l y  in  a 

p ro longed drought.

P o w i c k  B r i d g e
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The N a t i o n a l  Rivers  A u t h o r i t y  

T H E  T E M E  C A T C H M E N T

M o s t  a b s t r a c t i o n  l i c e n c e s  a re  f ro m  o f h ig h  flow,

surface w ater  sources  as m u c h  o f  th e  F l o o d s  a re  r e c o r d e d

c a tc h m e n t  falls w i th in  a g r o u n d w a te r  b a c k  to  t h e  1 4 th

l ic e n c e  e x e m p t i o n  area .  T h e  sm a l l  c e n t u r y .  T h e  1 7 9 5

n u m b e r  o f  g r o u n d w a t e r  l ic e n c e s  in flood is the highest ever

e x i s t e n c e  d r a w  o n  s a n d  a n d  g ra v e l  recorded and at  its peak

sources located in the valley bottom s. over  2 m etres  o f  w ater

Welsh W ater  take a limited am o u n t  o f  swept th rough  the town,

w ater  from  th e  T e m e  at W h i t b o u r n e  In  1 8 8 6  T e n b u r y  was

for use in Bromyard, the only place on  again in u n d a t e d  an d  a

the river where water is taken for public b rass  p l a q u e  n e a r  th e

use. T h r o u g h o u t  its leng th  however,  a l t a r  in  t h e  p a r i s h

the river is used by farm ers for spray church records the event

irrigation. an d  h e ig h t .  S in c e  the T h e  w e i r  a n d  b r i d g e  a t  A s h f o r d  C a r b o n e l l

If the river flow drops below a set level tu rn  o f  this century, houses in T en b u ry

at T en b u ry ,  th e n  to p revent it falling have been f looded at  least e ig h t  times,

f u r t h e r ,  u p s t r e a m  a b s t r a c t i o n s  a re  T h e  f lood o f  1924  is the  h igh es t  this

restricted in order  to protect the fishery. c e n t u r y ,  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  t h e r e  w e re

F L O O D  D E F E NC E

serious floods in 1960 and 1990. 

H o w ev er  a p ro te c t io n  schem e for the

Flooding in the T e m e  Valley is natural town proposed in 1979 was rejected by

a n d  f r e q u e n t ,  w i th  th e  w id th  o f  th e  local residents.

f l o o d  p l a i n  v a r y i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l y  F lood alleviation w o rk  in an d  a ro u n d

b e t w e e n  2 k i l o m e t r e s  a n d  n o t h i n g  T e n b u ry  Wells consists o f  a three  yearly

w h e n  it r u n s  t h r o u g h  th e  D o w t o n  removal o f  gravels tha t  accu m u la te  in

Gorge. T en b u ry  Wells is badly affected t h e  c h a n n e l  b e lo w  the  T e m e  b r idge ,

be ing  b u i l t  in th e  f loodp la in .  W a te r  T h ere  is also periodic tree m aintenance

from the Kyre Brook entering the T e m e  work  along the T e m e  and Kyre Brook

makes water back up  into the tow n and  a n d  the removal o f  blockages f rom  the

so f looding problems can arise at times channels as needed.



The N a t i o n a l  Ri vers  A u t h o r i t y
F I S H E R I E S  C O N S E R V A T I O N  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N

T h e  N R A  o p e ra te s  a f lo od  fo recas t ing  reac hes  n e a r  P o w ic k ,  be lo w  A s h fo rd  d o w n s t r e a m  o f  A sh fo rd  C a rb o n e l l  is 

a n d  w a rn in g  system  for th e  River  T e m e  W eir  a n d  d o w n s tream  o f  Ludlow. T h e  o n e  the best coarse fisheries in the area, 

d o w n s t r e a m  o f  A s h f o r d  C a r b o n e l l .  u pp er  reaches o f  the  river above L udlow  h o ld in g  la rge  s tocks  o f  c h u b ,  ro ac h ,  

T h i s  enab les  s tock to be rem ov ed  fro m  are p r im ari ly  preserved as high qua l i ty  d a c e  a n d  s o m e  p e r c h .  B a r b e l  a re  

lan d  liable to  be  c u t  o f f  b y  f lood  waters  t rou t  fisheries. T h e  construction o f  fish n u m e r o u s  a n d  have b een  rep o r te d  as 

a n d  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  

o r  p ro p e r ty  at  risk, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  

T e n b u r y ,  t o  t a k e  

p r e c a u t i o n a r y  

m easures.

An N R A  emergency

w o r k f o r c e  e n s u r e s

t h a t  a l l  f l o o d

c o n t r o l  s t r u c t u r e s

a n d  d e f e n c e s  a r e

o p e ra t in g  co rrec t ly

d u r i n g  a flood a n d

t h a t  b r i d g e s  a r e

k e p t  c l e a r  o f  . . . .  _ . ... „ 
F i s h i n g  a t  T e n b u r y  W e l l s

f l o a t i n g  d e b r i s .

F I S H E R I E S

T h e  R iv e r  T e m e  is o n e  o f  t h e  p r i m e  sa lm on spaw ning  g ro u n ds  upstream.

passes at Ashford  an d  Powick W eirs  in high up the  river as Ludlow.

1991 g r e a t ly  i m p r o v e d  access to  the H is to r ica l ly ,  th e  T e m e  has also  been

o n e  o f  t h e  best g ray l in g  rivers in th e

r i v e r  f i s h e r i e s  in  t h e  S e v e r n  B a s i n ,  T w a i te  shad  also c o m e  into the lower region, b u t  stocks declined dramatically 

p r o v i d i n g  a w id e  v a r i e ty  o f  e x c e l l e n t  part  o f  the  river to  breed, and th e  fish from  th e  m id 197 0’s onwards. T here  

coarse, sa lm o n  a n d  t r o u t  fishing. pass at Powick W e i r  has been designed h a v e  b e e n  s o m e  e n c o u r a g i n g

It is an  E C  d e s ig n a te d  s a lm o n  f ishery  to allow ups tream  passage for these fish im provem en ts  in n um bers  however, in

more recent years.t h r o u g h o u t  its len g th  a n d  carries g o o d  as well as for salmon.

ru n s  o f  sa lm o n ,  pa r t icu la r ly  in th e  low er T h e  lower h a lf  o f  the Teme, especially
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T h e  N a t i o n a l  R i v e r s  A u t h o r i t y
F I S H E R I E S  C O N S E R V A T I O N  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N

C O N S E R V A T I O N

T h e  T e m e  v a l ley  is r ich  in f lo ra  a n d  

f a u n a ,  h a v i n g  m a n y  s i t e s  o f  s p e c i a l  

scien t if ic  in te rest  a lo n g  its leng th .

T h e  N R A  carries o u t  co nse rv a t io n  an d  

e n h a n c e m e n t  w o r k  

a l o n g  t h e  T e m e  

i n c lu d in g  th e  p la n t in g  

o f  t r e e s ,  c r e a t i o n  o f  

w e t l a n d  o r  m a r s h la n d  

h a b i t a t s ,  i n s t r e a m  

f i s h e r y  h a b i t a t

i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  

c r e a t i o n  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  

o t t e r  ho lts  a n d  rest u p  

s i t e s  a n d  a n e s t  b o x  

s c h e m e  u n d e r  b r id g e s  

to  e n c o u r a g e  d i p p e r ,  

g r e y  w a g t a i l  a n d  

s p o t te d  flycatcher.

A n im a l  life is p len tifu l ,  

s m a l l  n u m b e r s  o f  

o t te r s ,  p o le c a t  a n d  m i n k  a re  c o m m o n  

a n d  in th e  M o r t im e r  forest small herds 

o f  fa llow d e e r  can  o f ten  be  seen. W a te r  

s h r e w  m a y  b e  f o u n d ,  b u t  t h e  o n c e  

c o m m o n  w a t e r  v o le  is n o w  ra re  a n d  

poss ib ly  even ex t inc t  in the  valley. 

T h e r e  is a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  b i r d l i f e ,  

a m o n g s t  t h e  m a n y  r e s i d e n t s  a r e

kingfisher, d ipper ,  grey wagtail,  curlew, R iverside p la n ts  in c lu d e  m o n k s h o o d ,

s n i p e  a n d  g o o s a n d e r ,  w h i l e  on  t h e  lesser teasel, tu tsan ,  d a rk  m ull ien  and

s u r ro u n d in g  hills m e rl in ,  buzzard a n d  figwort. OfF-river, unusual species like

red g ro u s e  o f te n  ap p ear .  D u rin g  th e  w o o d  s a x i f r a g e  a n d  w i ld  l ily  o f  th e

breed ing  season the c o m m o n  sandpiper valley can be found.

a n d  y e l lo w  w a g t a i l  n e s t  a m o n g  th e  

sh ing le .  P ied  flyca tcher,  redstart an d  

r ing  ouzel nest in the  valley or hollows. 

Various  species o f  butterflies and m oths  

can be fou n d  d e p en d in g  o n  the t im e  o f  

th e  year. D rag onf l ies  a n d  damselflies 

a re  c o m m o n  a n d  th e  n a t io n a l ly  rare  

c lub-ta iled  dragonfly  has been recorded.

T e m e  V a l l e y  f r o m  N e t h e r  S k y b o r r y
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