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Thames Water Authority 

LAND DRAINAGE BYELAWS 1981

The Thames Water Authority, under and by virtue of the powers and 
authority vested in them  by Section 34 of the Land Drainage Act 1976 
and of every other power enabling them  in that behalf, hereby make the 
following Byelaws for securing the efficient working of the drainage 
system in their area:-

1 C itation  an d  co m m encem ent
These Byelaws may be cited as the Thames W ater A uthority Land 
Drainage Byelaws 1981 and shall come into operation at the expiration 
of one m onth beginning w ith the day on which they are confirmed by 
the Minister.

2 A pplication
These Byelaws shall have effect w ithin the {area of the Thames 
Regional Flood Defence Com mittee of the National Rivers Authority} 
for the purposes of their functions relating to land drainage.

3 D efin ition  and  In te rp re ta tio n
In these Byelaws, unless the context otherwise requires, the following 
words and expressions shall have the meanings hereby respectively 
assigned to them , that is to say:-
“A ct” means the Water Resources Act 1991 or the Land Drainage Act 
1991 as the case may be.
“A rea” means the area of the Authority for the purposes of their 
functions relating to land drainage;
“A uth o rity ” means the Thames W ater Authority;
“A rea liable to  flood” means the area shown coloured blue on the 
maps prepared in quadruplicate signed by the Chairman of the 
Authority and marked “Thames W ater Authority Land Drainage 
Byelaws 1981 Area Liable to Flood” of which one set is deposited and 
available for inspection at the offices of the Minister of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food, another set at the Head Office of the A uthority and 
the remaining sets at the offices of the Authority situate at Reading in 
the County of Berkshire and at Waltham Cross in the County of 
Hertfordshire.
“B a n k ” means any bank, wall or em bankm ent adjoining or confining, 
or constructed for the purpose of or in connection w ith, any watercourse 
forming part o f the river as hereinafter defined and, in the case o f such a 
watercourse w ithin which tidal waters flow, includes all land between 
the bank and low water mark of mean spring tides, or in the case of 
other watercourses forming part of the said river, includes all land 
between the bank of the river and the water in the watercourse from 
tim e to time;

“C o n se n t” means the consent of the Authority in w riting  signed on 
behalf of the A uthority by any officer authorised by them  in that 
behalf;
“D ra in ag e  w o rk s” includes works for defence against water (including 
sea water), irrigation, other than spray irrigation, and w arping;
“Flood p ro tec tio n  w o rk s” means any works constructed or 
maintained by the Authority for the purpose of m itigating  flooding; 
“L and” includes water and any interests in land or water and any 
easement or right in, to, or over land or water; “M in is te r” means the 
M inister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food;
“O ccu p ie r"  means, in the case o f land not occupied by any tenant or 
other person, the person entitled to  occupation thereof;
“P e rso n ” includes a body corporate;
"R ailw ay” means a railway constructed under the powers of any Act of 
Parliament and intended for the conveyance of passengers or goods; 
“R iver” means the main river as defined for the tim e being by the 
M inister on the main river map of the A uthority’s area and includes the 
banks thereof and any structure or appliance for controlling or 
regulating the flow of water into, in or out of the channel and situate 
therein, or in any part of the banks thereof (other than any such 
structure or appliance which is vested in or controlled by an internal 
drainage board);
“R iver co n tro l w o rk  ’means any sluice, flood gate, lasher, valve, 
paddle, penstock, lock, weir, dam , pump, pum ping machinery, pipe or 
any other structure or appliance for controlling, measuring or 
regulating the level o f the water, or the flow of water in, in to  or out of, 
the river or for drawing water from, or delivering water into, the river; 
“Sea w all” includes any such bank, wall or em bankm ent in connection 
with any tidal river as is a work in connection w ith the river {including 
the walls o f any dock which is liable to flooding];
“V essel” includes any ship, hovercraft (as defined by the Hovercraft 
Act 1968), aircraft, hydrofoil, lighter, keel, barge, tug , launch, 
houseboat, pleasure boat, randan, wherry, skiff, dinghy, shallop, punt, 
canoe, yacht, raft, float of timber, o r any other craft whatsoever w hether 
worked, navigated or propelled by steam, petrol, oil, electricity or other 
mechanical means or otherwise;
“W ate rco u rse” includes all rivers and streams and all ditches, drains, 
cuts, culverts, dykes, sluices, sewers (other than public sewers w ithin 
the meaning of the W ater Industry Act 1991) and passages, through 
which water flows, and any reference to a watercourse includes a 
reference to  the channel or bed of a watercourse which is for the tim e 
being dry;
and other words and expressions shall have the same respective 
meanings as in the Act.

4 C ontro l o f  S tru c tu res , Pipes a n d  Cables
No person shall, w ithout the previous consent of the 
A uthority:-
(a) erect or construct, or cause or perm it to be erected or constructed.
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any fence, post, pylon, wall, w harf, jetty, pier, quay, p iling , groyne, 
revetm en t, or any o ther bu ild in g  or s tructu re  whatsoever in or over the 
river;
(b) erect or construct, or cause o r p erm it to be erected or constructed, 
any fence, post, pylon, w all, or any o th er bu ild ing  or structure w ith in  8 
m etres m easured horizontally from the foot o f any bank of the river on 
th e  landw ard side or, where there is no such bank, w ith in  8 metres 
m easured horizontally  from the top  edge o f the batter enclosing the 
river, or betw een a line draw n at a distance o f 16 metres from the foot 
o f any sea wall measured horizontally  on the landward side and low 
w ater m ark o f m ean spring tides;
Provided th a t th is sub-paragraph shall not apply to any fence or post if 
no part o f  such fence or post exceeds 1.5 m etres in height above the 
level of the ad jo in ing  land and, in the case of a fence, it is required for 
the purpose o f agricu ltu re and is constructed only of posts and wire 
strands or w ire netting  o f not less than 100m m  square mesh;
(c) place or affix, o r cause or perm it to  be placed or affixed, any gas or 
w ater m ain or any sewer or any pipe whatsoever, or any telephone wire 
or electric m ain or cable, in, under or over the river, or in, under, over 
or th ro ug h  any bank, drainage works or flood protection works, or 
w ith in  8 m etres measured horizontally  from the foot of any bank of the 
river on the landw ard side or, where there is no such bank, w ith in  8 
m etres m easured horizontally from the top  edge of the batter enclosing 
the  river;
Provided th a t any person may execute any tem porary works as aforesaid 
in case o f em ergency bu t in such event he shall forthw ith inform the 
A uth o rity  and com ply w ith  any reasonable directions which the 
A u th o rity  may give w ith regard thereto.

5 C o n tro l o f  E x cav a tio n s a n d  R em o v al o f  T u rf, e tc .
N o  person shall, w ithou t the previous consent of the A uthority  -
(a) cu t, pare or remove, or cause or perm it to  be cu t, pared or removed, 
any tu r f  form ing part of any bank, drainage works or flood protection 
works;
(b) m ake or cu t, or cause or perm it to  be made or cut, any tunnel or 
any dra in , culvert or o ther passage for w ater in, into, out o f or under 
the  river o r in , under or th rough  any bank, drainage works or flood 
pro tection  works.

6  C o n tro l o f  D re d g in g  an d  R em o v al o f  Sh ing le , e tc .
N o  person shall, w ithout the previous consent of the A uthority, dredge, 
d ig  for, search, quarry, raise, take, g et away or remove, or cause or 
p e rm it to  be dredged , du g  for, searched, quarried, raised, taken, got 
away or rem oved, by any m eans whatsoever, any beach, sand, ballast, 
sh ing le , bu ild ers’ g rit, gravel, boulders, stones, earth, clay, chalk, or 
o th er m aterials or substance o f any kind or description-
(a) from the bed of the river or from any part of any bank, drainage 
w orks or flood protection works;
(b) from any land w ith in  16 m etres o f any part o f the bank;

4



(c) from any part of the foreshore of the area below high water mark of 
mean spring tides for the tim e being or from any deposits or accretions 
resulting from any works carried out by the A uthority or its 
predecessors;
(d) between high water mark of mean spring tides and the foot of the 
landward side of any sea wall;
(e) between the foot of the landward side of any sea wall and a line 
drawn on the landward side of any such sea wall at a distance of 200 
metres from and parallel to  the foot o f the landward side thereof.

7 E ndangering  Stability  o f  the B ank
N o person shall do, or cause or perm it to be done, anything in or upon 
any land adjoining any bank or any drainage works or flood protection 
works, of such a nature as to cause damage likely to endanger the 
stability of the bank, drainage works or flood protection works.

8 In terferen ce  w ith  B an ks etc.
N o person shall interfere w ith, remove or in any way damage, any 
bank, bridge, building, drainage works, flood protection works, river 
control work, sea wall, or any structure or appliance, or any other thing 
whatsoever which is the property of or vested in the Authority.

9 Deposit o f  M aterial o n  B anks
N o person shall use, or cause or perm it to be used, any bank, drainage 
works or flood protection works for the purpose of depositing, stacking, 
storing or keeping any rubbish, goods, vehicles, plant, machinery or 
any material or things thereon in such manner as by reason of the 
weight, volum e or nature thereof to  cause damage to or endanger the 
stability o f  the bank, drainage works or flood protection works or 
interfere w ith  the deposit of spoil on the bank, drainage works or flood 
protection works by the Authority.

10 Vehicles on B anks
N o person shall use or drive, or perm it or cause to be used or driven, 
any cart o r vehicle, p lant or machinery of any kind whatsoever on, over 
or along any bank, drainage works or flood protection works in such 
manner as to  cause damage to such bank, drainage works or flood 
protection works.

11 D am age by U se fo r  F ishing, G razing  e tc .
No person shall, after notice has been served upon him by the 
Authority, use or cause or perm it to be used any bank, drainage works 
or flood protection works -
(a) for the purpose of fishing;
(b) for the purpose of grazing or keeping any animal thereon; 
unless he shall have taken such steps as are necessary and reasonably 
practicable to prevent the bank, drainage works or flood protection 
works from being damaged by such use:
Provided that nothing in this Byelaw shall be deemed to affect or



prevent the use of any hank, drainage works or flood protection works 
for the purpose of enabling stock to drink at any place made or to be 
made or constructed for that purpose as may be approved by the 
Authority.

12 D estru c tio n  o f  V erm in
The occupier of any bank, drainage works or flood protection works or 
of any part thereof shall, upon being required by the A uthority by 
notice in w riting, w ithin such reasonable tim e as may therein be 
specified, take such steps as the Authority consider necessary and 
practicable for preventing the bank, drainage works or flood protection 
works from becoming infested by rabbits, rats, coypus, moles, mink and 
any other vermin in or on the bank, drainage works or flood protection 
works;
Provided however that in taking such steps as aforesaid he shall not do 
or cause or perm it to be done anything of such a nature as to cause 
damage to or endanger the stability of the bank, drainage works or 
flood protection works.

13 O b stru c tio n s  to  F low
N o person shall put, or cause or perm it to be put, or wilfully or 
negligently cause or perm it to fall, into the river any tree or trunk  or 
branch or part of a tree or any tim ber or wreck, debris, willows, shrubs, 
weeds, grasses, stones, earth, m ud, ashes, d irt, soil, rubbish, or any 
object or m atter of any kind whatsoever so as to impede the flow of 
water in, into or out of the river.

14 P lan tin g  o f  T rees, etc.
No person shall, without the previous consent o f the Authority, plant 
any tree, shrub, willow or other similar growth w ithin 8 metres of any 
part of the bank.

15 R epairs to  B uild ings
The owner of any buildings or structures in or over the river or on the 
banks thereof shall, upon receipt of a notice from the Authority that 
because of its state of disrepair -
(a) the building or structure is causing or is in im m inent danger of 
causing an obstruction to the flow of the river; or
(b) the building or structure is causing or is in im m inent danger of 
causing damage to the bank of the river;
carry out such reasonably practicable works as are specified in the notice 
for the purpose of remedying or preventing the obstruction or damage 
as the case may be within such reasonable tim e as is specified in the 
notice.
In this Byelaw, 'owner' means the person for the tim e being receiving 
the rack rent of the premises in connection with which the word is used 
whether on his own account or as agent or trustee for any other person, 
or the person who would so receive the same if those premises were let 
at a rack rent.

16 O b s tru c tio n  o f  A reas Liable to  F lood
N o person shall, without the previous consent o f the A uthority, form or 
erect, or cause or perm it to be formed or erected, on land w ith in  the 
area liable to flood any building or structure or any heap or heaps of any 
m aterial whatsoever of such a size or character as of itself or in 
combination w ith similar acts of the same or any other person to affect 
the efficient working of the drainage system of the area;
Provided that-
(a) the foregoing provisions o f  this Byelaw shall not apply to 
temporary works constructed in an emergency provided that notice of 
the construction of such works shall forthw ith be given in w riting  to 
the A uthority and such works shall be removed if  so requested by and 
in accordance w ith the directions of the A uthority;
(b) such consent shall not be required where planning permission for 
that building, structure or heap has been granted by a local planning 
authority within the meaning o f  the Local G overnm ent Act 1972 or by 
the Secretary of State for the Environment on an application in that 
behalf made to a local planning authority and such permission is for the 
tim e being in force;
(c) such consent shall not be required for the form ation or erection, in 
accordance with good agricultural practice, o f hay or straw stacks, o f 
sugar beet or potato clamps, of manure heaps or of o ther like heaps.

17 R iver C ontrol W orks
(i) Any person having charge of any river control work shall -
(a) m aintain it in a proper state o f repair and efficiency to the 
satisfaction of the Authority;
(b) use it in such m anner as not to  affect the efficient working of the 
drainage system of the area; and
(c) comply with such reasonable directions as may from tim e to  tim e 
be given by the A uthority with a view to the prevention of flooding or 
any shortage in the flow or supply of water or otherwise to the efficient 
working of the drainage system o f the area
(ii) Unless it is otherwise shown, the occupier o f land com prising or 
abutting  on that part o f the river in which the river control work is 
situate, or where there is more than one such occ upier, each of such 
occupiers, shall, for the purposes o f these Byelaws, be deemed to have 
charge of the river control work

18 D isco n tin u an ce  o f  and In terference w ith  R iver C o n tro l W o rk s
(i) No person having charge of any river control work shall, w ithout 
the previous consent o f the Authority -
(a) discontinue the use thereof or remove the same; or
(b) carry out any alteration or reconstruction of, or addition or 
reduction to, the river control work;
Provided that the foregoing shall not apply to any action taken in an 
emergency if notice in w riting of that action is given to the A uthority 
as soon as practicable thereafter.
(ii) No person shall, w ithout lawful authority, operate or interfere with
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any river contro l work.
19 A lte ra tio n  o f  L evel o r  F low
N o  person shall d ivert or alter, o r cause or p erm it to be diverted or 
altered , the level o f or d irection o f the flow o f w ater in, into or out of 
the river w ith o u t the previous consent o f the A uthority, except where 
necessary in the ordinary  course o f lawful navigation.

20  N a v ig a tio n  o f  V essels
N o  person shall navigate any vessel in the river in such a m anner or at 
snch a speed so as to  injure any bank, drainage works, flood protection 
w orks or river contro l work and where the A uthority  has by notice 
erected at any place, lim ited  the speed of vessels passing such place, no 
person shall navigate a vessel at a speed greater than the speed so 
lim ited ;
Provided th a t the A uthority  shall not exercise its powers under this 
Byelaw to  lim it the  speed of vessels in any tidal waters except after 
co n su lta tion  w ith  th e  Secretary o f State, D epartm ent o f Trade.

21 V esse ls n o t to  O b s tru c t  F lo w  e tc .
N o  person shall m oor or leave unattended  any vessel w ithout taking 
due care to  prevent such vessel from m aterially  obstructing  or 
im peding  the free flow o f w ater in, in to  or o u t o f the river, or so as to 
im p a ir th e  efficiency o f any drainage works, flood protection works or 
river contro l work.

22 M o o rin g  o f  V essels to  B a n k
N o person shall m oor or place any vessel to  or upon any part of the 
bank in such m anner or by such m ethod as to  cause or be likely to  cause 
in jury  to the bank.

23 S u n k e n  V essels
N o  person who is the ow ner o f a vessel sunk , stianded, dam aged or 
ad rift in the river shall, after the receipt o f notice from the A uthority  
th a t th e  vessel is causing obstruction , perm it the vessel to remain in the 
river in such a m anner as to im pede or harm fully d ivert the flow of 
w ater in to , in or ou t o f the river or to  endanger the stability  o f any 
bank , d rainage works or flood protection  works.
In th is  byelaw 'ow ner’ means the ow ner o f  the vessel at the tim e of the 
s in k in g , s trand ing , dam age or com ing adrift thereof.

24  F lo o d  W a rn in g  S ystem s
N o  person shall interfere w ith  or cause dam age to  any flood warning 
system  established and m aintained by the Authority.

25 T re sp a ss
N o  unauthorised  person shall en te r upon any land belonging to or in 
th e  occupation  of the A u thority  if such entry is likely to endanger any 
person or property and there is displayed on or near the land a notice



prohibiting  entry.
26 In terferen ce  w ith  N otices
N o person shall deface or remove any notice board, notice or placard 
p u t up by the Authority.

27 O b stru c tio n  o f  O fficers
N o person shall obstruct, interfere with or resist any officer or agent or 
servant of the A uthority exercising any of his powers or duties under 
the Act or these Byelaws.

28 C onsent n o t to  be u n reasonab ly  w ith h e ld
W here by these Byelaws any person is required to refrain from doing 
any act without the consent of the A uthority -
(a) in deciding whether to give or w ithhold their consent, the 
Authority shall have regard only to the effect (if any) of such act upon 
the efficient working of the drainage system in their area and the 
performance by the A uthority of their functions under the Act;
(b) such consent shall not be unreasonably withheld but the Authority 
may attach thereto reasonable conditions;
(c) the provisions of section 110 (3Xb) of the W ater Resources Act 
1991 or any re-enactment thereof (as the same may from tim e to time 
be in force) shall apply w ith  the necessary modification to such consent.

29 Breach o f  C ond itions o f  C onsent
W here the A uthority give their consent under these Byelaws to the 
doing of any act subject to any conditions which they are authorised to 
impose a breach of any of those conditions shall be deemed, as regards 
liability to a fine and other consequences, equivalent to the doing of the 
act without the required consent.

30 C onsent o f  A u th o rity  not o b ta in ed
Where any act is done for the doing of which the consent o f the 
Authority is, under these Byelaws, required and either the consent of 
the Authority has not been obtained or, if such consent has been 
obtained, there is a breach of any condition which was attached thereto 
the A uthority may consent, subject if they see fit to such conditions or 
such further or alternative conditions as they may reasonably impose, to 
the continuance of the act or any part of it or the retention of any part 
or the whole of any work done.

31 A pplica tions fo r C onsent
Any application for the consent o f the A uthority shall contain such 
plans and specifications as the A uthority may reasonably require.

32 Service o f  no tices
Notices required or authorised to  be given to or served on any person 
under these Byelaws may be given or served in the manner in which 
notices may be served under Section 220 of the W ater Resources Act



1991.
For the purpose of these Byelaws the word ‘premises' referred to in 
Section 220 of the Act shall include a vessel.

33 Savings for Local A u th o rities , S ta tu to ry  U n d e rta k e rs  etc. 
N othing in these Byelaws shall -
(a) conflict with or interfere with the operation of any Byelaw made by 
a navigation, harbour or conservancy authority, but no person shall be 
liable to more than one penalty, or in the case of a continuing offence 
more than one daily penalty, in respect of the same offence;
(b) restrict, prevent, interfere with or prejudice the exercise o f any 
statutory rights or powers which are now or hereafter may be vested in 
or exercised by -
(i) the British Airports Authority;
(ii) the British Gas Corporation;
(iii) the British Railways Board and the London Transport Executive 
under the Transport (London) Act 1969 with respect to the 
construction, use or maintenance of any railway bridge or any other 
work connected w ith their railways or so as to interfere with the traffic 
thereon;
(iv) the Central Electricity Generating Board or any Area 
Board established under the Electricity Acts 1947 and 1957;
(v) the Civil Aviation Authority;
(vi) any local authority;
(vii) any navigation, harbour, pilotage or conservancy authority;
(viii) the Post Office;
(ix) any public utility  undertaking carried on by a local authority 
under any Act or under any order having the force of an Act;
(x) the Lee Valley Regional Park Authority;
(c) affect any liability arising otherwise than under and by reason 
thereof.

34 Saving for the  C row n
N othing in these Byelaws shall operate to prevent the removal of any 
substance on, in or under, or the erection of any structure, building or 
machinery or any cable, wire or pipe on, over or under, lands belonging 
to her Majesty in right of the Crown by any person thereunto 
authorised by the Crown Estate Commissioners.

35 D ete rm in a tio n  o f  D ispu tes
(i) W here by or under these Byelaws (except Byelaws 4, 15, 16, 17, 
and 23) any person is required by a notice given by the A uthority to do 
any work or to comply with any directions of the A uthority he may, 
within 21 days after the service of such notice on him, give to the 
Authority a counter-notice in w riting objecting either to the 
reasonableness of, or to the necessity for, such requirem ent or directions 
and in default of agreement between such person and the Authority the 
dispute shall be determined as hereinafter provided. W here such a 
counter-notice has been given to the A uthority the operation of the 
notice shall be suspended until either agreement has been reached or

the dispute has been determ ined by arbitration in accordance w ith the 
provisions in this Byelaw.
(ii) Any dispute as to whether the consent of the A uthority  under these 
Byelaws to the doing of any act has been unreasonably w ithheld , or as 
to whether any conditions subject to which such consent is granted are 
unreasonable, or as to  the satisfactory execution of any work which is 
required by a notice given by the Authority under these Byelaws to be 
done, or as to  compliance w ith any directions which the A uthority  is 
empowered by these Byelaws to give, shall be determ ined as hereinafter 
provided.
(iii) Such a dispute between a drainage authority or a local authority  
and the A uthority shall be referred to the M inister whose decision shall 
be final. In any other case such dispute shall be referred to  the 
arbitration of a single arbitrator to  be appointed in default of 
agreement by the President of the Institution of Civil Engineers on the 
application of either party.

36 R evocation  o f  E xisting  Byelaw s
All Byelaws made under the Act, or under corresponding provisions of 
any enactm ent repealed by the Act, by the Essex River Board, the Lee 
Conservancy Catchm ent Board and the Conservators of the River 
Thames, are hereby revoked in respect of the area of the A uthority  for 
the purposes o f their functions relating to land drainage.

T H E CO M M ON  SEAL of THAM ES WATER A U T H O R IT Y  was 
hereunto affixed in the presence of

Signed G. EDWARDS
Chairman

Signed H U G H  FISH 
Appointed Officer

Dated the second day of 
December, 1981

The M inister o f Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, in pursuance of the 
powers conferred upon him under Section 34 of, and paragraph 6 of 
Schedule 4 to, the land Drainage Act 1976 HEREBY CO N FIR M S 
these Byelaws. IN  W ITNESS whereof the Official Seal o f the M inister 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food is hereunto affixed on 15th A ugust,
1983.

Signed R. C. McIVOR 
Assistant Secretary

(Note: These Byelaws incorporate modifications made by 
the Minister with the consent of the Water Authority)
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N o te s
1 T he Land D rainage Act 1976 has been replaced by the W ater 
Resources A ct 1991 and the Land D rainage Act 1991.
2 If  any person acts in contravention of, or fails to comply w ith , any of 
these Byelaws he shall be liable on sum m ary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding £ 2 0 0 0  and , if  the contravention or failure is continued after 
conviction , to  a fu rth er fine not exceeding £ 4 0  for every day on which 
the con traven tion  or failure is so continued.
In ad d itio n  the  A uthority  may, w ithou t prejudice to the above, take 
such action  as may be necessary to  remedy the effect o f the 
contraven tion  or failure, and may recover the expenses reasonably 
incurred  by them  in doing so from the person in default. (W ater 
Resources A ct 1991, Section 211 (4) and (5)). W ith reference to Byelaw 
28(c), Section 1 l()(3Xb) o f  the W ater Resources Act 1991 provides that 
any consent o r approval required under that section shall, if neither 
g iven nor refused w ith in  2 m onths after application therefor is made, 
be deem ed to  have been given.

NATIONAL RIVERS AUTHORITY- 
THAMES REGION FLOOD DEFENCE BYELAWS 1991

T he N atio n a l Rivers A uthority , acting  by its Thames Regional Flood 
D efence C o m m ittee , under and by v irtue o f the powers and authority  
vested in them  by Section 34 of the Land Drainage Act 1976, Schedule
24 to  th e  W ater Act 1989 and o f every o ther power enabling them  in 
th a t behalf, hereby m ake the following Byelaws for securing the 
efficient w ork ing  of the drainage system in their area including the 
p roper defence against sea or tidal w ater o f that part of the area of the 
C o m m ittee  w hich is at risk of flooding therefrom:-

1. C ita tio n  an d  C o m m e n c e m e n t
These Byelaws may be cited as the Tham es Region Flood Defence 
Byelaws 1991 and shall com e in to  operation at the expiration o f one 
m o n th  b eg in n in g  w ith  the day on w hich they are confirm ed by the 
M inister.

2. A p p lic a tio n
These Byelaws shall have effect w ith in  the area of the Tham es Regional 
Flood Defence C om m ittee  o f the N ational Rivers A uthority  (being the 
area o f the  form er Tham es W ater A uthority , as extended by T he Local 
G overnm en t A ct 1985 (Land D rainage Functions) O rder 1986) for the 
purposes o f  the  N ational Rivers A uthority 's functions relating to  land 
drainage.
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3. A m endm ent o f  ex is tin g  T h am es Byelaw s
W ithout prejudice to the prior application of the Thames Water 
Authority Land Drainage Byelaws 1981 in the said area as so 
extended, the said Byelaws of 1981 shall be amended —

(a) in Byelaw 2 (Application) by substitu ting  for the words 
‘‘Thames W ater A uthority area" the following words -  “area of 
the Thames Regional Flood Defence Com m ittee of the 
National Rivers A uthority"

(b) in Byelaw 3 (Definition and Interpretation) by adding, at 
the end of the definition of “Sea wall”, the words "including 
the walls of any dock which is liable to flooding”.

4. C o n tinuation  o f  am en d ed  Byelaw s
Save as aforesaid the said Byelaws of 1981 shall continue in full 
force and effect.

THE COM M ON SEAL of the National Rivers Authority was 
hereto affixed in the presence of

CH RISTO PH ER MARTIN 
Legal Adviser

Dated the 14th day of October 1991 

C onfirm ation  In s tru m e n t
The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, in pursuance of 
the powers conferred upon her under Section 210 of, and paragraph
2 of Schedule 26 to, the W ater Resources Act 1991, HEREBY 
CONFIRMS these Byelaws.

IN  W ITNESS whereof the official Seal of the 
M inister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food is 
hereunto affixed on 21st December 1993

R.A. HATHAWAY 
Assistant Secretary


