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A  s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  D a r e n t
Since its form ation in 1989 the N R A  has been 
carrying out an investigation into ways of 
overcom ing problem s o f low river flow s which occur 
in the R iver D arent. It is acknowledged that 
abstraction  o f underground water for public supply is 
at the heart o f these difficulties and a joint 
N R A /T W U L  plan to im prove flow s was announced 
in early 1993.

In short the plan is to close tw o abstractions, 
reduce four others, to augm ent or top up sum mer 
river levels and ensure that less water is wasted 
through leaks in water pipes. Additional water will be 
brought in from  surface reservoirs using the London 
w ater ring main.

This is planned to happen between 1993 and 1998 
with substantial im provem ents by 1996. It is expected 
to cost £12 m illion, shared by N R A  and T W U L .

A s well as returning flow s to the Darent the N R A  
has a duty to conserve and enhance the environment 
(S. 16 o f W ater R esources A ct 1991). The N R A  
com m issioned environm ental consultant Jerem y 
Purseglove to exam ine the D arent for opportunities 
to  im prove the river, its banks and adjacent 
countryside.

Jerem y Purseglove w orks fo r Consultants M ott 
M acD onald  (see panel).

T o  do the study Jerem y w alked the length o f the 
river and noted those places suitable for 
enhancements. In his report presented to the N R A  in 
late 1992 illustrations and photographs were used to 
highlight particular exam ples with ideas for 
im proving sites.

These enhancements are not a solution or an 
alternative to solving the low flow problem, but 
rather as an activity complementary to the joint 
N R A /T W U L action plan, preparing the landscape 
for the return of the river.

Opportunities range from new pools and weirs, to 
screening ugly fencing along public access.

The illustrations show a selection of the 
opportunities for improvements in and around the 
river which the N R A  wishes to promote.

T h e  best  w a y  f o r w a r d
The best way forward is for the N R A  to join with the 
existing conservation group, the N orth West Kent 
Countryside Project, which has been operating in the 
area for nine years.

In this way everybody benefits from a 
collaborative venture -  the residents, visitors, the 
project group and all the organisations associated 
with running the group.

The NRA will fund an additional full-time 
Countryside Officer who will specialise in Darent 
catchment duties. This O fficer will supervise those 
schemes proposed by Jerem y Purseglove and others 
already identified by the Project Group. The N R A  
will also contribute financially and support field 
work. This will complement other work being carried 
out by the N R A ’s Conservation Section.

Any person or group who would like to help either 
by volunteering or sponsorship should contact the 
N W K C P Manager at the address on this leaflet.

B i o g r a p h y
o f

J e r e m y
P u r s e g l o v e

Jerem y Purseglove is a well-known environmental consultant and 
conservationist.

In 1988, his book “Taming the F lood” was the basis for a Channel 4 
television series and won the Sir Peter Kent Conservation prize.

H e has 20 years’ experience o f landscape and conservation work and 
presently w orks for civil engineering consultants M ott M acDonald 
(Cam bridge).

H e has carried out several river studies on behalf o f the National Rivers 
Authority, including the River C ray in Kent and the Bourne Rivulet and 
W allop Brook in Hampshire.

H e has previously worked for Kent County Council on coastal River 
Tham es projects and for Severn Trent Water as Senior Conservation 
O fficer.

While at Severn Trent, he pioneered many o f the changes to the way 
land drainage activities are now carried out. These new standards have 
since become the basis o f a change in law which requires the water 
industry to make environment enhancements as part o f any work.
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Examples of Enhancements

As the river passes 
through Eynsford an 
ugly concrete 
m argin could be 
greatly enhanced by 
the construction o f  
planting boxes at 
intervals along this 
stretch. The 
construction o f  weirs 
here has already 
helped to hold w ater 
back.
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The land belonging to Park Farm  here is 
an ideal location fo r  the creation o f  a  pool 
on conservation grounds.
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l  imber deflectors can be used to m im ic 
natural rafts o f  vegetation (left). Pities 
driven into the river bed can create spits 
o f  vegetation that can also form  a 
narrowing o f  the channel. -pMeei. tons.
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T h e N orth  W est Kent C ou n try side  Project 
(N W K C P ) was set up in 1984. It is funded by Kent 
C o u n ty  C ouncil and the four D istrict C ou n cils o f 
G ravesham , D artford , Bexley and Sevenoaks. In 1993 
the N R A  joined these partners.

T he C oun try side  Project w orks closely with the 
local com m unity and relies on volunteers, donations 
and help in kind to achieve much o f its w ork.

The Project objectives are to:

•  con serve  and enhance the river co rrid o rs  
lan d scap e  and wildlife o f  the area

•  sa fe g u a rd  the in terests o f ag r icu ltu re  an d  
fo re stry

•  con serve  areas o f n a tu ra l h isto ry  and 
arch aeo lo g ica l featu res

•  im p rov e  public access to  the co u n try sid e  for 
in fo rm al o u td o o r  recreation

•  in crease  public know ledge an d  u n d erstan d in g  o f 
th e co u n try sid e  -  to  en gen der a sense o f 
re spon sib ility  fo r  o u r  co u n try sid e  a m o n g  public 
and  lan do w n ers alike

•  assist econom ic and  regen eration  o f th e  area 
th ro u g h  en v iro n m en ta l im p rov em en t and 
m an ag em en t m easures ou tlin ed  above

•  a ssist the positive enh an cem en t o f the 
co u n try sid e  and in fo rm al recreation  
o p p o rtu n itie s  in the M etro p o litan  G reen  Belt 
and  u rb an  frin ges.

A s part o f its com m itm ent to enhance the wildlife, 
am enity and educational value o f the R iver D arent, 
the N R A  has also assisted with a num ber o f 
com m unity projects.

R e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
G u n p o w d e r  Mi l l s  S i t e ,  D a r t f o r d

U pstream  o f Brooklands Lake are the rem ains o f an 
eighteenth century gunpow der mill which until 
recently were sadly neglected, overgrow n and subject 
to vandalism .

T ow ards the end o f 1992 a partnership including the 
N R A , Kent Tham es-side G roun dw ork  Trust, Kent 
Archaeological Rescue U nit, D artford  Borough 
Council and schools in the area, was form ed with the 
intention of restoring the area and opening it to 
visitors, especially as the D arent Valley Path runs 
through the site.

W orks carried out to date include clearance of 
invading plants, removal o f litter, renovation o f the 
remaining mill structures, bridge repairs and 
production o f an inform ation leaflet to encourage 
local people to help care for this historic site.

P o n d  C r e a t i o n ,  A n t h o n y  R o p e r  P r i m a r y  
S c h o o l ,  E y n s f o r d

The N R A , in partnership with the School, has 
designed and excavated a pond in the school grounds 
adjacent to the River. A survey was carried out to 
establish ground levels in relation to water levels, 
especially the artificially maintained higher sum mer 
level within this stretch o f the Darent, prior to w ork 
starting at the beginning of the year.

The pond is filled by the river through an inlet 
channel and has gently sloping sides and varied depth 
to attract and support a wide range o f wildlife. Safety 
w as the prime consideration as this pond will becom e 
a valuable educational resource with its care and 
developm ent now a m ajor part of environmental 
studies at the school. T o  assist this, the earth removed 
to create the pond has been landscaped into a sitting 
area for children.

P o s i t i v e  s u p p o r t

These projects and those to be initiated by the new 
C ountryside O fficer are seen by the N R A  as an 
opportunity  to give positive support to the long term 
enhancement o f the D arent Valley through 
collaborative ventures with the local com m unity.
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