
Main issues identified in planning for the future of 
the catchment include recognising that:

•  Abstraction has lowered river flows so that 
som e reaches dry up completely in years 
with below average rainfall

•  Bankside vegetation and the river channel 
arc not always managed in a way that 
prom otes conservation

•  Groundw ater levels apparently rising in 
the Cray catchment may contribute to 
flooding problems

•  Control o f privately owned sluiccs must be 
coordinated to prevent flooding

•  The chalk aquifer is vulnerable to pollution 
from  spillages

•  Som e storm water overflows discharge to 
the Darent during heavy rain and may 
cause pollution

•  Flood defence and fisheries management 
operations must be carried out in a 
sensitive way to avoid conflict

•  The brown trout population should be 
permanently restored in the River Darent

This report is the first stage of the N R A  Catchment 
M anagem ent Planning p rocess for the River 
Darent. Your comments -  particularly on issues 
identified in the draft report -  are an essential 
element in the development o f the final plan. T o  
obtain a full consultation report or to make 
comments please write to:

Mr John Chandler
N R A  Catchment Planning Co-ordinator
N R A  Southern Region
Guildbourne House
Chatsworth Road
Worthing
West Sussex B N  11 1L D

Com m ents are best made in writing and should be 
received by September 30 1994.
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Our W ater Heritage: Planning for the Future
A s “ G u ard ian  o f the W ater E n viron m en t” the 
N a tio n a l R ivers A u th o rity  is co m m itted  to  
sa fe g u a rd in g  o u r  rivers and their a sso c ia ted  
w etlan ds fo r this generation and for those to  com e. 
In o rd er to  preserve ou r rivers in the face o f the 
w ide range o f  dem ands and pressu res on them , the 
N R A  believes it is vital to  plan for the future. U sin g  
its ex p ertise  in all a sp ec ts  o f  river basin  
m anagem ent, the N R A  has now  prepared the draft 
river catchm ent m anagem ent plan fo r  the River 
D arcn t.
T h is leaflet explains the p lanning process and how 
y ou  can contribute to this im portant pro ject by 
letting the N R A  know  Y O U R  views.

The River Darent
T h e R iver D aren t rises near W csterham ,
Kent, and flow s eastw ards tow ards Sevenoaks 
where it turns north in a wide valley through 
the N orth  D ow n s before join ing the Tham es 
estuary at D artford . A s the greater part o f  the 
catchm ent is on perm eable chalk, the River 
D arcn t has few tribu taries, other than the 
H on eyp ot and W atercress Stream s, which join it 
north o f Sevenoaks, and the River C ray  which 
flow s into the estuary.
T h e D arent Valley has been a focus for human 
settlem ent for centuries. T he C ray  and Low er 
D aren t catch m en ts arc h ighly  urbanised and 
include the London  su bu rbs o f  D artford , Bexley, 
Sidcup and O rp in gton . The m iddle and upper 
reaches o f the D arent are rural in character with 
several villages close to the river. Intensive use of 
the river as a pow er source in the past resulted in 
very little “ natural” stream  rem aining between mill 
p on d s. D red g in g  has been necessary  to  keep 
channels clear o f silt which has built up because of 
reduced flow s.
There were once extensive w ater m eadow s between 
O tfo rd  and H aw ley -  now much o f this land has 
been developed for housing or gravel pits.
The problem  o f low flow s in the Darent has been 
well docum ented in recent years but there has also 
been a history of flooding in the area. Extensive 
flood defence w ork has been done but low-lying 
water m eadow s are still perm itted to flood regularly, 
which preserves their value as wetland habitats.

Public and industrial water supply
The groundw ater resources o f the Darent catchment 
have been heavily developed to  supply water to 
London. All o f the larger abstractions pre-date the 
legislation (1963) regulating the management of 
water resources and allow greater volumes o f water 
to be taken than can be guaranteed in a dry year. 
Industrial ab straction s are concentrated in the 
Low er D arent and River C ray  catchment.

The Darent Action Plan
The N R A  has given the highest priority fo r action 
to the Darcnt, identified as one o f the top 40 low 
flow rivers in the country. An “ Action Plan” to 
improve low flows and enhance the environment 
while safeguarding water supplies has been agreed 
by the N R A  Southern Region and Thames Water 
U tilities, approved by the Government. The first 
phase of w ork is underway.


