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A VISIT TO THE PAST

THE FLOOD RISK

T h e  loca l a rea  a ro u n d  M aid en h ead . 

W in d so r  an d  E to n  has a h is to ry  o f  

f lo o d in g , m o st s ig n ific a n tly  1947. w hen 

w id e sp re a d  f lo o d in g  a ffec ted  o v e r 200 0  

h o m es and  m ost recen tly  in 1990.

T o d ay  the  f lo o d  risk  still ex is ts . 

F o llo w in g  the  a m o u n t o f  d ev e lo p m en t, a 

f lo o d  o f  th e  1947 in ten sity  w o u ld  now  

to ta lly  d e v as ta te  m ajo r ro ad s and  

ra ilw a y s . T e lep h o n e s  and  o th e r  se rv ice s 

w o u ld  be  d is ru p ted  fo r d ay s  and  

a p p ro x im a te ly  5 ,5 0 0  p ro p e rtie s , h o m es, 

sh o p s , b u sin esse s  and  o v e r 12.5(H) 

p e o p le  w o u ld  be a ffec ted . T h e  e s tim a te d  

co st o f  su ch  a  flo o d  is o v e r £ 4 0  m illion  

but n o  p rice  can  be  p laced  on  the 

se n tim e n ta l va lue  o f  lost p o sse ss io n s  o r  

the  trau m a  c au sed  by  a flood  and  

n o th in g  can  c o m p e n sa te  fo r th e  s tress 

and  s tra in  to  all th o se  involved .

W e know  every th ing  there  is to  know  

ab o u t the ’flo o d ab ility ’ o f  every  sq u are  

m etre  o f  land. F loods tend  to  be cyclical 

in na tu re  and  a lthough  im p o ssib le  to  

p red ic t, the likelihood  o f  s im ila r  ev en ts  

can  be estim ated . O ur reco rds show  that 

a flo o d  sim ila r in scale  to the 1947 

ev en t has a I in 56  ch an ce  o f  o ccu rrin g  

in any one year. T he 1990 flood h as a 

re tu rn  period o f  on ly  6 y ears; it w as not 

a m ajo r flood  and yet 500 h o u seh o ld s 

w ere  affected .
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MAI DENHEAD,  W I N D S O R  & ETON 
FLOOD ALLEV IAT ION SCHEME

^ 0  N ew Channel

«—  —  —  .  U pgraded W est B a n k  Channel

•  m m m Em bankm ents & F lo o d  Walls

COOKHAM

TAPLOW

THE PROPOSAL

O n c e  the  si/.e o f  the  f lo o d  risk  hud been 

c a lc u la te d , in d ep en d en t e n g in e e r in g  and  

env iru n m e n ta l c o n su lta n ts  w ere  b rough t 

o rk  w ith  o u r  sp e c ia lis ts  to  carry  

o u t s tu d ie s  ot why flo o d s h appen , how 

th e ir  e f le c ts  can  be m in im ised  and d ev ise

a flo o d  p ro tec tio n  sch em e  th a t:-

* P ro te c ts  M a id en h ead . W in d so r 

a n d  E to n  from  a flo o d  o f  a  sim ila r 

a n d  o f  co u rse  le sse r  in ten sity  to 

th a t o f  1947.

*  E n h a n c e s  the loca l n a tu ra l 

en v iro n m en t, p ro v id es  h ab ita t ft 

w ild life  and an  am en ity  fo r all to

en joy .

* Is p rac tica l and  cost e ffe c tiv e  

e n g in e e r in g  term s.

THE SCHEME

T h ro u g h o u t the study, o u r  en g in eers , 

conse rv a tio n , fisheries and recreation  

experts d iscussed  a varie ty  o f  

p ro p o sa ls w ith local co u n cils , 

re sid en ts and specia l in terest and local 

p ressu re  g roups.

D uring  the co n su lta tio n  p ro cess  m any 

o p tio n s w ere co n sid ered , includ ing  

ra is ing  the b anks o f  the  T h am es and 

m ajo r d red g in g  o f  the  riv er bed and 

m ost im portan tly , the  co n stru c tio n  o f  

a new  channel to  carry  ex cess  flood 

w ater e ith e r a long  the eas t o r  along  

the  w est bank o f  the T h am es .

A s  the various p roposals were 

d ev e lo p ed , it becam e clear that a 

com bination  o f  m easures w as needed 

an d  that to  gain a satisfactory  level o f  

flood p ro tec tion , these must include a 

new channel, m irroring the T ham es 

itself. E ngineering  and environm ental 

constraints, land availability and cost 

all contributed  to the decision to build 

the channel to  the east of 

M aidenhead.



A VISION OF THE FUTURE
WHAT IT WILL 
LOOK LIKE

A 11.8km channel will be a link 

leaving the T ham es at B oulters Lock, 

and running southeast passed Taplow, 

under the L ondon-B ris to l railw ay line 

and the M 4 m otorw ay, and continue 

north o f Eton C ollege playing fields 

before re-entering the T ham es below  

the Black Potts Railw ay Bridge at 

W indsor.

T he width and depth o f the channel 

w ill vary according to the areas through 

w hich it passes. The schem e will create 

an attractive rights o f way netw ork 

along the full length o f  the new channel 

and aim  to enhance the env ironm ent as 

we build the flood defences.

We sh a ll  in tro d u ce  natural eco lo g ica l 

areas, t a k e  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  c rea te  

w ild life  h a b ita ts  to  rep lace  those  

p re v io u s ly  lost by d ev elo p m en t o f  the 

River T h a m e s , and  prov ide pu b lic  open  

spaces, im p ro v e d  recreation  facilitie s  

and  sm a ll c a r  parks.

In ad d itio n  to  the  ch annel, w e shall be 

c o n s tru c tin g  low  level em b an k m en ts , 

designed  to  b lend  in w ith the local 

e n v iro n m en t a ro u n d  parts o f  C o o k h am , 

th e  north s id e  o f  M aid en h ead  and  along  

p a rts  of t h e  T h am es at M aid en h ead  a 

disabled p e r s o n s  fish ing  facility  and 

sm all car p a rk s  w ith  p icnic a reas.

The Thames between Taplow and Datchel
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PROVISIONAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

PROTECTING 
YOUR HOMES
In 1989 the  N R A  began  d e ta ile d  w ork  

on  a  sc h e m e  to  p ro tec t M a id en h ead . 

W in d so r an d  E ton  from  flo o d in g . T h e  

p ro p o sa l is the  resu lt o f  m an y  years  

s tu d y  o f  flo o d  re co rd s , local g eo g rap h y , 

land  d ev e lo p m en t and  the  cap a c ity  o f  

th e  loca l a r e a ’s rivers and  stream s.

D u rin g  th e  s tu d ie s  w e c o n su lte d  and  

lis ten ed  to  th e  v iew s o f  d is tr ic t and  

c o u n ty  c o u n c ils , local re s id en ts  and  

sp ec ia l in te res t g ro u p s  b e fo re  a rriv in g  at 

o u r  p ro p o se d  sch em e .

P la n n in g  A p p lica tio n s  w ere  su b m itted . 

M o n th s  o f  d isc u ss io n  and  n eg o tia tio n  

w ith  B e rk sh ire  and  B u ck in g h am sh ire  

P la n n in g  A u th o ritie s  fo llo w ed  but 

u n fo rtu n a te ly , fa iled  to  d e te rm in e  the 

P la n n in g  issue . T h is  fa ilu re  to  reach  an 

a g re e m e n t re su lted  in the  S ec re ta ry  o f  

S ta te  fo r  th e  E n v iro n m en t ‘ca llin g  in ’ 

th e  sc h e m e  fo r h is  ow n d e c is io n  a fte r  a 

P u b lic  Inqu iry .

T h e  In q u iry  o p en ed  on  20 th  O c to b e r 

1992 a n d  c lo sed  18th D e ce m b er 1992.

It w as  p re s id ed  o v e r by an In sp ec to r 

w h o  w as su p p o rte d  by an A ssis tan t 

In sp e c to r  and  an  A ssesso r. T h e  N R A  

firs t m ad e  the  case  fo r the  S ch em e  

fo llo w ed  by re p re se n ta tio n s  from  

P la n n in g  A u th o ritie s , sp ec ia l in te rest 

g ro u p s  an d  c o n ce rn ed  local re sid en ts .

In h is  rep o rt a f te r  the  In q u iry  the 

In sp e c to r  sta ted : “ F irst, th ere  is a 

c o m p e llin g  need  fo r a flo o d  a llev ia tio n  

sc h e m e  fo r M a id en h e ad . W in d so r and 

E ton . S e c o n d , the N R A 's p ro p o sed  

s ta n d a rd  o f  p ro tec tio n  o f  I in  65  years  is 

ap p ro p ria te . In m y o p in io n  su b stan tia l

ac tio n  to  prov ide pro tec tion  from  

H ooding in th is  area  is long o v erdue."

T h e  P lanning  A p p lica tio n s w ere  finally  

a p p ro v ed  by the S ecretary  o f  S ta te  for 

the E n v iro n m en t on  1st M arch  1995. It 

is c le a r  that the schem e will have an 

im p ac t on the area particu larly  d u rin g  

the co n stru c tio n  stages. H ow ever, we 

w ill en d eav o u r to m in im ise  any 

in conven ience. R egular n ew sle tters w ill 

be issued and we have o p en ed  a pub lic  

in fo rm atio n  office in M aid en h ead  w here  

yo u  can  ob tain  p rogress on  the schem e, 

view  an ex h ib ition , d iscu ss any p o in ts  

o f  con cern  w ith  the ex p erts  and reg iste r 

any co m p la in ts  you m ay have.

CONSTRUCTION

C o n stru c tio n  will begin  in S pring  1996. 

sta rting  on  the M anor Farm  

con ta inm en t facility , the M 4 

un d erb ridge  and the A 355  

b ridge. It is env isaged  that the 

m ain  channel w ork  w ill be

Contract 1 - Preliminary Landscaping

Duration
(Months)

2
Contract 2 - Containment cell, Manor Farm 12
Contract 3 - A355 Culverts 15
Contract 4 - Slough Replacement Allotments 6
Contract 5 - Archaeology Investigations 12
Contract 6 - Channel & Structures Areas 1/2 46
Contract 7 - Channel Excavation Areas 3-8 36
Contract 8 - Structures Areas 3-8 ~ '3 0
Contract 9 - junction 6 Improvements 5
Contract 10 - Slough Road Bridge and Sluice 15
Contract 11 • Channel & Structures Areas 9 36
Contract 12 - Mech. & Elec. Taplow Intake 9
Contract 13 - Mech. & Elec. Marsh L/Slough Road 12
Contract 14 - Mech. & Elec. Monitor/Sampling 12
Contract 15 - 22 - Landscaping 53
Contract 23 - Maidenhead Ditch etc. 12
Contract 24 • Flood Banks, Maid'd/Cookham _ «
Contract 30 - Taplow Enabling Wk 3
Contract 31 ■ M4 Underbridge 12
Contract 32 - Service Diversions 48
Contract 33 • Eton College - Kennels 6
Contract 34 - Br Dorney Bridge 12
Contract 35 - Br Chalvey Bridge 10

p ro c e s s e d  on site and rem oved by lorry 

d irec t to  th e  m otorw ay, thus avoiding 

local r o a d s  and keep ing  the d isturbance 

to  an a b so lu te  m in im um .

THE END RESULT

O u r m a in  aim an d  duty is to  protect life 

and  p ro p e rty  fro m  flooding. T he 

c o m p le tio n  of th e  schem e will bring

c o m p le ted  by the w in ter o f  2(MH) and 

the  schem e will be co m p le ted  the 

fo llow ing  winter. C o n stru c tio n  o f  the 

channel requ ires the excavation  o f  large 

am o u n ts  o f  sand and  gravel. W here  

p o ssib le , w e shall use the riv er to  take it 

away. H ow ever, the bulk w ill be

f lo o d in g  and the  tranquillity  

o f  a n e w  river, visually 

a ttra c tiv e  and an asset for 

all to  enjoy.



Start
Date

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Nov 96 ■ 1
June 96
July 96 ■ h m h

June 96 ■ i
Mar 96 ■  1  I
Oct 96
Sept 97
Sept 97
April 97 ■

Nov 97

Jul 96 ■i
Dec 96
Aug 96 a mm m■ m
Sept 96 ■i
Feb 97
Mar 97

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES PROGRAMMED TO SPRING 1997

Construction work on the Scheme is due to commence in the late spring of 1996.

This will be preceded by a first tranche of Archaeological excavations to investigate sites of potential 
interest.

The principal construction activities to be carried out over the next year are:- 

CONTRACT NO 2 - MANOR FARM CONTAINMENT FACILITY
Prior to the construction of the flood channel through land to the south of Slough Sewage Treatment Works 
the heavily contaminated soil in this area needs to be removed and placed in a secure licensed containment 
facility. This containment cell will be formed using a natural clay base and cover together with synthetic 
liners. It is intended to carry out the majority of the material movement during the summer and autumn 
months of 1996 with completion of the work in spring 1997.

CONTRACT NO 3 - A355 CULVERTS
Construction of a reinforced concrete twin box culvert structure beneath the 
A355 dual carriageway immediately south of |unction 6 on the M4 
Motorway is due to commence in the summer of 1996. Works are due for 
completion in the autumn of 1997.

CONTRACT NO 4 - SLOUCH REPLACEMENT ALLOTMENTS
_____ New allotments, to replace the Chalvey Allotments which are to be lost
—' through construction of the flood channel are to be constructed adjacent to Keel Drive, Slough.

Eighty-nine allotment plots are to be constructed along with access roads, associated drainage works, a 
trading hut, watering points and tool lockers. Construction is scheduled to start in summer 1996 and the 
allotments will be available for occupation early in 1997.

CONTRACT NO 6 - WORKS UPSTREAM OF BRITISH RAIL (WR)
This contract involves the construction of 2km of flood alleviation channel, highway bridges and flow control 
structures. Due to commence in late autumn 1996 the works expected to be carried out up to spring 1997 is 
site establishment, construction of haul roads, service diversion works and the establishment of a temporary 
wharf.

CONTRACT 31 - M4 UNDERBRIDCE
To enable the flood alleviation channel to pass under the M4 Motorway a bridge on the line of the existing 
motorway is to be constructed approximately 350 metres to the east of the Marsh Lane. With the contract 
expected to start towards the end of 1996 site establishment and the temporary road diversion should be in 
place by the spring of 1997 to be followed by bridge construction during spring and summer 1997.

Decision to make a combined scheme for Maidenhead, 
Windsor and Eton.

Septem ber 1989
Establishment of the Maidenhead Project Team in the 
Project Office in Maidenhead.

Septem ber 1989
Inauguration of the National Rivers Authority taking 
over from T hames Water with the Regional Land 
Drainage Committee being replaced by the Regional 
Flood Defence Committee.

January 1990
Decision taken that the Planning Applications would be 
Minerals Applications determined by the County 
Planning Authorities.

Jam
Plan
January 199

ining Applications submitted in duplicate followed 
by extensive discussions with Planning Authorities

June 1991
Publication of Compulsory Purchase Order No 1

November 1991
Adjournment Debate on the Scheme initialed by Tim 
Smith MP at which the Secretary of State indicated he 
had not decided whether or not to call in the 
Applications but instructed the Planning Authorities not 
to approve them until he had.

February 1992
Publication of Compulsory Purchase Order No 2 

March 1992
Applications called in by the Secretary of State for the 
Environment for his own derision following a Local 
Public Inguiry which woutd also consider the 
Compulsory Purchase Orders on behalf of the Minister 
of Aqricultnre, Fisheries and

October 1992
Inquiry opened on the 20th October in Shire Hall, 
Reading.

December 1992
Inquiry closed on the 18th December.

April 1993
The Inspector issued his report

November 1994
The Secretary of State indicated that he was minded to 
approve the Applications.

March I99S
The Planning Applications finally approved on 1 st 
March by the Secretary of Slate for the Environment

March 1995
The Compulsory Purchase Orders confirmed on 21 st 
March by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food.

April 1996
The creation of the Environment Agency taking over 
from the NRA



WHO WE ARE

Fro m  1st A pril 1996 a m ajo r new 

o rg a n isa tio n  - the  E nv ironm en t 

A g cn cy  w ill be  re sp o n sib le  fo r securing  

the  en v iro n m en ta l p ro tec tio n  o f  air, 

land  and  w a ter th ro u g h o u t E ng land  and 

W ales.

Its c rea tio n  is a m a jo r and positive  step , 

m erg in g  the ex p e rtise  o f  the N ational 

R ivers A u th o rity , H e r M a jes ty ’s 

In sp ec to ra te  o f  P o llu tio n , the W aste 

R eg u la tio n  A u th o ritie s  and several 

sm a lle r  u n its  from  the  D epartm en t o f  

the  E n v iro n m en t.

T h e  A g e n c y ’s overa ll aim  is to  p rotect 

and  e n h an c e  the  en v iro n m en t as a 

w h o le  and  its w ide  rang ing  

re sp o n sib ilitie s  in clu d e :-

•  reg u la tio n  o f  industria l and 

ch em ica l p ro c esses  such as 

ch em ica l p lan ts;

•  p re se rv in g  and  im p ro v in g  w ater 

q u a lity  in rivers , can a ls  and  o th er 

w a te rco u rse s ;

•  en su rin g  p ro p e r use  o f  w a ter 

re so u rces , m o n ito rin g  river flow s 

and  ra in fa ll;

•  w aste  reg u la tio n  - is s u in g  licences 

and  m o n ito ring  w aste  s i te s  such as 

landfill sites;

•  u ndertak ing  flood  d e fe n c e  w orks and 

w arn ing  p eo p le  at risk  from  

flooding ;

•  issu ing  fish ing lic e n c e s  and the 

m on ito ring  o f  fish in lo c a l  

w atercourses;

•  con se rv in g  the  w ater en v iro n m en t 

and  p rom oting  its use f o r  recreation;

•  lia ison  w ith loca l p la n n in g  

au tho rities to  en su re  d e v e lo p m en ts  

take accoun t o f  the en v iro n m en t.

T he A gency is d iv id ed  i n to  eight 

reg ions and the  T h am es R eg io n  covers 

5 ,000  square m iles, r a n g in g  from 

C iren ces te r in the w est to  th e  T ham es 

estu ary  in the eas t, from  L u to n  in the 

north to  the S u rrey  D o w n s  in the south. 

T h e  o rg an isatio n  o f  the R e g io n  is based 

on a regional head  office  a t  Reading 

and th ree  area o ffices  at W allin g fo rd , 

Sunbury  on T h am es and 

R ickm answ orth .

E n v ir o n m e n t  A g e n c y

NATIONAL LIBRARY & 
INFORMATION SERVICE

THAMES REGION

Kings Meadow House, Kings Meadow 
Road. Reading R G 1 8DQ

THAMESGATE HOUSE. 110-114 HIGH STREET, MAIDENHEAD SL6 1 P I
TELEPHONE 0800 51 50 86 t h / 4- k j / m i c / d . a ™

E n v i r o n m e n t  A g e n c y
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